32 &

Biographies

Events in the Life of the Venerable Master: The China Period &1t _E AZE-E& ( P HE )

White Mountains and Black Waters Nurture Rare Talent (Continued)

07. BRFDIE (R
EABI -

+= - VUBEH > REEUEERE LA FE
Z)FREERN - IAEHCWE > REERNEH
ZE > BIERES FEENR > —Ht e 25
HOERN MBS TR S L > SR ANEE
ZX > BEEEEN ! H—X > @FE—EAE
BiEE  EEEZEME A - YEEEEE
RRAHE - I— T PR T - 22 HE
FHRE - HIBCEEEICEE » h—FREET
o BIZE L 5 R E Y - BN 0 —
T RE o

BN BECE B /NG > THBBRNR - (
=E) -~ (FIH) HEEE > BEHE (tel+=
B ) ~ (EEkAEE) - WERESH/ING  BEE
BN > ERAY—E—-FEHRAERNES
= BT IMEEe  REECENE - BERF
o] DUET HH AR5 ANHE - Ry REERE TUE 2 #tA
By E— o

B (CEER) > BRBEAWRRIIA—E
KT =K - RBEESBEABEEENA > BEE
wE o LDEEERERT 0 AANERELE
R WFIGHEE - AHEHLRSE > IBEREE/N
sRlE ? MEE/NREIBIN » #EETZNIEEE © 5L

2
W IRE B3R )

s EAFHGEEBEHG (= TERF)

A New Edition (in Chinese) by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

kA% 37% Translated into English by Yao Min

07. Chivalrous Teenager (Continued)

As told by the Venerable Master:

When I was around thirteen or fourteen, I enjoyed standing
on a galloping horse, took pleasure in playing with knives and
weapons, and enjoyed studying martial arts. I had my own
horse, and I didnt simply ride it—I stood on its back while it
was galloping. This made everyone look at me, so that I felt
important and powerful. Once someone was looking at me, and
I was looking back at him, oblivious of the tree standing directly
in front of me. I hit the tree and tumbled to the ground but
luckily I didn’t get hurt. My horse was a real gem: rather than
moving when I fell off, it remained standing in place.

As a kid I really liked reading, especially adventure tales such
as The Romance of the Three Kingdoms and Chronicles of the
Kingdoms. 1 read Seven Swords, Thirteen Knights, Seven Knights,
and Five Just Men. After I had finished reading those books, all
of the scenes came to life vividly in my mind. I could see this
character wielding a sword and another one wielding a knife. It
was like watching a movie. I remembered the books’ contents
and was able to recite them for others at any time. How was I
able to do this? I was able to remember in great detail, because I
was concentrated.

I cried for three days after reading the chapter in the 7he
Romance of the Three Kingdoms in which one of the main characters
named Guan Gong was killed. I felt so sad that I couldn’t help
crying because although Guan Gong was loyal and righteous he
got killed anyway. At that time, there was no electric lighting in
my home, and we used the oil lamp very sparingly. So how was
I able to read these novels? I would take a book outside and read
it with the light reflected from the snow; or I would light a stick
of incense and read it using the small amount of light that came
from the burning tip.

At that time, I did some business with other people. My family
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had 50 acres of land. When it was transferred to my brothers,
they sold it because they couldn’t afford to keep it. From the
sale of the land, I received my share of approximately 5,000
Chinese dollars. Then, my god-brothers, Zhao Huai De and
Shao Guo Cai, came to me wanting to do business with that
money. They said the 5,000 dollars could become 50,000 in
the future if we used it for business. What kind of businesses
did they want to do? Their business ideas ranged from selling
machine-made noodles, flour (purchased in Wuchang to sell
in Lalin), and Wula shoes (to sell in Wuchang). At that time, I
didn’t know much about the money and how to make money.
They came persuading me to do business with them, so I gave
the 5,000 dollars to them. They didn’t invest any of their own
money but used my money to purchase goods and waited for
the money generated from the business.

What was I in charge of? 1 was responsible for making
noodles with the machine. The second day, I put a box on
the street and sold the noodles, half a kilogram at a time.
Sometimes I sold them all. Other times, I couldn’t sell at all.
What did I do with the leftover noodles? I took them to the
Moral Society and donated them. Perhaps the honorable Mr.
Wang (Wang Fengyi, the founder of the Moral Society) was
efficacious, because I sold very little every day and donated
most of the noodles to the Moral Society. Thereby, they had
noodles every day!

After that winter, the noodles were gone, and so were the
Wu La shoes. However, no money was earned. The brothers
said the business was not doing well and decided to end it.
We shared the remaining goods. What did I get? Three pairs
of Wula shoes. At that time, the best value you could get for a
pair of Wu La shoes was five Chinese dollars. This meant my
contribution of 5,000 dollars yielded 15 dollars. I thought it
was good to have no money rather than having money but not
knowing how to deal with it. The Moral Society advocated
“Do not contend. Do not be greedy. Be conscientious.” I
thought every person needed to be conscientious without
being aggressive, greedy, selfish, self-profiting, and lying.

For things like this, people would normally go to court, but I
didn’t want to fight. I lost money almost every time I dealt with
anything. It is still the same now. So I call myself a fool. I did
things that most people did not want to do. I am such an idiot!

Note: Wu La shoes are locally made leather shoes. “Wula”
in Manchurian literally means winter leather shoes. It is said,
“There are three treasures in Dongshan (East Mountain):
ginseng, marten fur, and Wu La grass.” In the old days, people
only wore shoes that were made in their own homes, but Wu
La shoes were an exception--they were made only by skilled
leatherworkers and were often purchased to trade for other

products. £To be continued
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