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They embraced and practiced what they observed, the system of the
Han household. Whenever the Master instructed the assembly how to
cultivate, they would all cultivate accordingly. This was his family tradition,
his own system, and his own rules.

Another Verse:

Wealth, honor, and fame are just dreams, illusions, bubbles, and
shadows.

Your spouse, riches, children, and status: none can help you out.

It’s neither a thing, nor the mind nor the Buddha.

The middle, existence, and nonexistence are all apart from forms.
When spring arrives, flowers bloom, luxuriant in their diversity.

When autumn comes, leaves fall and all ends in emptiness.

Do you know what the inner message is about?

The sun travels from east to west, things become hazy again.

Commentary:

Wealth, honor, and fame are just dreams, illusions, bubbles, and
shadows. Wealth, honor, and fame are all this way. They are all reminiscent
of dreams, illusions, bubbles, and shadows.

Your spouse, riches, children, and status: none can help you out.
Even if you have a spouse, riches, children, or high status, none can
stand in for you at the time of your death. When it’s time for you to die,
can you bring your wealth with you? In the past, there was a very rich
man who had three sons. What he liked most was gold and silver. Gold
includes all jewelry, and silver includes everything that’s valuable. He was
also fond of karmic offenses. Hence, he named his eldest son Gold. His
second son was called Silver, and his third Karmic Offense. Later, when
this man got old and was about to die, he thought, “I am about to see
King Yama. I will be so lonely if no one accompanies me; how can I
endure that? If T ask one of my three sons to follow me to see King Yama,
I won't feel so frightened.” He then cried out, “Gold, my eldest! All my
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life I have loved and cherished you most. You are my favorite, and I cant
bear to leave you and be apart from you. Now I am about to see King
Yama. It would be best if you were to accompany me and we were to go
together!” The eldest son stared at him angrily, “You go your way. I am
Gold! How can I accompany such an old man? I won't do it!” The eldest
son simply refused to go, and the father was very upset, “Alas! I have
loved Gold in vain! Ever since he was born, I have loved him so much and
treated him like a treasure, like a bright pear] in my palm. So he doesn’t
want to come with me? Then I'll ask Silver and discuss the matter with
him!” And he said, “Silver! Silver! Although I don't treat you as well as
your elder brother; nevertheless, I have always been good to you. Your
elder brother is unwilling to accompany me to see King Yama. I feel really
lonely! I am worried about going there. I am scared of King Yama! I don’t
know what to do. Will you accompany me?” Silver said, “You should die
quickly. Who wants to die with you? When you are alive, we can stay
with you. Now you want me to go with you to your death? Humph! I am
still young. How can I follow and die with you? You! You won’t be my
father, and I also won’t be your son. The two of us shall end our father-son
relationship completely. I don’t want a father from now on!” As you see,
Silver was absolutely heartless. He was more fierce than Gold! The old
man broke down and cried, “Aye! Gold does not want to follow me, and
Silver is not willing to accompany me. I'll confer with my third son.” He
said, “You are my youngest son. My life is about to end, and I have just
received King Yama’s written invitation. Will you accompany me to King
Yama’s place for a drink of wine? You like to drink wine. Does this sound
good to you?” Karmic Offense replied, “I will go any place where there’s
wine! Okay!” The rich man’s trip had not been made in vain. As it’s said,
“You cannot bring anything at all. Only your karmic offenses will follow
you.” So Karmic Offense followed him. King Yama said, “Good, your
karmic offense has come. The two of you will now undergo retribution.”
At that time, the two gazed angrily at each other. The son said, “You got
me into big trouble!” The father replied, “You are the one who has gotten
me into big trouble! If not for you, how would I have created so many
offenses?” The two regretted their deeds but it was all too late. So you see
you can't take anything along. When you are about to die, no one shows
kindness or concern. No one can stand in for you.

It’s neither a thing, nor the mind nor the Buddha. It is not a thing,
it is not the mind, and it is not the Buddha. In the end what is it? The
middle, existence, and nonexistence are all apart from forms. Whether
is the middle way, or perhaps emptiness, or perhaps existence, all these
are apart from shapes and forms. There is no appearance whatsoever.

When spring arrives, flowers bloom, luxuriant in their diversity.
When spring comes, many different kinds of flowers will bloom, each
competing with the other in splendor. They all contend with each other
in attractiveness. When autumn comes, leaves fall and all ends in
emptiness. When the leaves fall in autumn, it’s the end of their play. Do
you know what the inner message is about? Between heaven and earth,
there’s birth and transformation, transformation and birth. Something

OcTOoBER 2010 VaJrRA BopHI SEA 13



A2y,

Biographies

44> HA(EEE - BfE(LA S AR ZEEH
/V\Etljﬁ’/[‘ﬁ W AR EZE - ISR
ARFIEARNHE ? IR E 2 5 0 T
&FK%T Do AR T ﬁZK%
 BEECE AR SERE | T R OB
IERAKBIERELA - EEEESCE T
= RFEEHEATE T - BEERET > KR
NEET ° BB EARRIIZEY > RS -
what o TURSEH o AHSEH - BARAEE - |
FRIERAS—HART > #XGER T EEE
o i EHE - EIMERSECE T > 58
E‘u R RIBIZATRYY © BRI - PETR
FRMGRESORT 0 M SGR - TR
%&Eﬁz BHRAMEE - 5 HRE—(EE > [
RS T EL - SUZERAVERRE |

is transformed into nothing; nothing is transformed into something.
True emptiness gives rise to wondrous existence, and in turn wondrous
existence gives rise to true emptiness. Do you know this message or
not? Do you understand or not? You say, “I am almost there!” Then
you should neither laugh nor cry. Just let things take their own course!

As the sun travels from east to west, things become hazy again.
Today the sun rises in the east; then it will set in the west. Everyone
falls into unconsciousness, sleeps and wakes up the next day. It is like
the woodworm looking for food. At night it feels cold and says, “I'm
freezing to death, I'm freezing to death. Tomorrow I'll make a nest.” It
waits till the sun rises the next day and says, “Take it easy, take it easy.”
It has forgotten about freezing to death. Taking it easy, it prefers to find
food instead. It flies east and west. When night falls, it feels cold again
and says, “I'm freezing to death. I'm freezing to death. Tomorrow I'll
make a nest.” It wants to make a nest tomorrow. But when tomorrow
comes, it will completely forget again. Such is its delusion!
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Facing death is equivalent to the “graduation exam” of one’s spiritual
cultivation/practice. In fact, I have flunked this subject numerous times.
Today, [as the verse says] “It is not easy to be reborn in the human body
but I have gained it; it is rare to be able to hear the Buddhadharma, but
now I have heard it.” Therefore, we should diligently practice reciting
Buddha’s name and live our life according to the Buddhadharma. We
ought not to carelessly neglect what is most important. It will be too late
when death is right in front of us. May we all become more motivated
and diligent!
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