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Proper Dharma Seal y

Sutra:
At their source, these five skandbas arise in layers. Their arising is due to

consciousness, while their cessation begins with the elimination of form.

Commentary:

At their source, these five skandhas arise in layers. The five skandhas are
produced in layers. There is a mutual cycle, and they aid one another. Their
arising is due to consciousness, while their cessation begins with the
elimination of form. How does cessation happen? Once form is gone, then
the skandhas will become empty. They arise from consciousness, and their
cessation begins when form is eliminated.

Sutra:

You may have a sudden awakening to the principle, at which point
they all simultaneously vanish. But in terms of the specifics, they are
eliminated not all at once, but in sequence.

Commentary:

You may have a sudden awakening to the principle, at which point they
all simultaneously vanish. You understand the principle very clearly. Once
you have awakened, the methods of cultivation you have used cease to exist,
and the notion of awakening is also gone. If you understand the principle,
then even the idea of awakening is gone. But in terms of the specifics, they
are eliminated not all at once, but in sequence. On the noumenal level, you
have become enlightened. But at the level of phenomena, elimination takes
place in sequence. It’s like taking off clothing. You have to first take off the
first layer, and then the second layer, the third layer, the fourth layer, the fifth
layer. In terms of specifics, you have to eliminate them in sequence. Having
understood the principle, you still have to cultivate at a practical level. Only
through actual cultivation can you break through all five skandhas.
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Sutra:
I have already shown you the knots tied in the karpasa cloth. What is it
that you do not understand, that causes you to ask about it again?

Commentary:

I have already shown you the knots tied in the karpasa cloth. I tied six
knots in the cloth. What is it that you do not understand, that causes you
to ask about it again? Why is it that you still dont understand? Why are
you asking me about it all over again? You're belaboring the point.

Sutra:

You should gain a thorough understanding of the origin of this false
thinking and then transmit your understanding to cultivators in the
future Dharma-ending Age. Let them recognize this falseness and
naturally give rise to deep disdain for it. Let them know of Nirvana so
that they will not linger in the Triple Realm.

Commentary:

Ananda, you should find and gain a thorough understanding of the
origin of this false thinking and then transmit your understanding to
cultivators in the future Dharma-ending Age. Enable all living beings to
thoroughly understand this principle. Transmit this principle to those in
the Dharma-ending Age. Let them recognize this falseness and naturally
give rise to deep disdain for it. Cause all those cultivators to know that
the falseness of false thinking comes from themselves. Let them clearly
understand its source and pattern, so that they become disgusted with it. Let
them know of Nirvana. When living beings know that they are capable of
realizing Nirvana, they will not want to linger in the Triple Realm. They
will not wish to remain in the burning house of the Three Realms—the
Desire Realm, the Form Realm, and the Formless Realm.

“There is no peace in the Three Realms. They are like a house on fire.”
Great Master Lian Chi (Lotus Pond) was an eminent Dharma Master in
China. After he had left the home-life, he was always thinking about going
home to see his wife. He did, in fact, go back again and again to see her.
His wife was a very intelligent person; however, and she thought over the
situation. Her husband had left home, but he wasn’t cultivating. He still held
on to emotional love and could not put it down. He kept coming home, and
that really wasn't the way to do it. So she dug a big pit right in front of the
door to her house, and covered it with a mat. Inside the pit she built a small
fire. The next time Great Master Lian Chi came back home, he stepped into
the trap and fell into the burning pit. “What are you doing —building a pit
of fire right here?” he cried. His wife replied, “If you know it’s a pit of fire,
why do you keep coming back?”

Hearing that one sentence, he became liberated and never went home
again. That illustrates the saying, “There is no peace in the Three Realms.
They are like a house on fire.” The Desire Realm, the Form Realm, and
the Formless Realm are not pleasant or safe places. Rather, they are like a

burning house. 0 To be continued



