We Meet Again at the Avatamsaka Assembly

4542 2010557 A 11 8 #7421 F A ralk given by Hsiu-li Shih on July 11, 2010 at Gold Buddha Monastery
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#hF4k 3#3F Translated into English by Siewyee Chee

Today we meet again at the Avatamsaka (Flower Adornment) Assembly. I
believe it is due to the good roots we planted in the past. I pray and vow
that all of us will protect our good roots and resources in order to fulfill the
Bodhi resolve and continue to cultivate. At the assembly, we wish for “all
living beings in the Dharma Realm to enter the door of Prajna wisdom.” I
sincerely wish everyone “to enter and understand gateways into both esoteric
and manifest teachings, into liberation, into limitless samadhis, etc.”

The Flower Adornment Sutra is deep, profound and inconceivable; it is vast
and without boundaries. It penetrates emptiness and spans across all Dharma
Realm. There is nothing that does not dwell within the Avatamsaka realm.
Through verses, I can only express one millionth, one billionth, one dust
mote's worth or not even one dust mote's worth of the sutra. I can only use
my meager ability to talk about it. If it is imperfect, I hope everyone will
understand and explain.

The Bodhisattvas of the Avatamsaka Assembly have opened

the gateway to limitless wisdom.

The Avatamsaka Sutra is the mother of all sutras; its teachings

are vast and deep like the sea.

The Avatamsaka Sutra is deep and profound, enabling all beings

to return to their self nature.

The Avatamsaka Sutra Mind Ground Dharma is the gateway

to liberation in our daily lives.
Reciting the Avatamsaka Sutra is like entering into
the Thus Come One's luxury home.
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The Avatamsaka Sutra leads cultivators to the place

where Bodhisattvas are born.

The Avatamsaka Sutra teaches all beings to leave

the Saha world and enter the Land of Ultimate Bliss.

The Avatamsaka Assembly has concluded; the calmness and stiliness

we feel cannot be expressed.

The Ven. Master said, “ The Flower Adornment Sutra takes the Dharma Body
of Vairochana Buddha as its fruition, the Sea of Ten Lotus Treasury Worlds
as its dependent retribution or environment, and the compassionate vows of
Universal Worthy Bodhisattva as its formative practice; therefore the entire
Avatamsaka Sutra is a compilation of all methods of cultivation. Those who
propagate the Flower Adornment Sutra are great Bodhisattvas. One who is not
a Bodhisattva will not talk about the Flower Adornment Sutra. The Avatamsaka
realm is the most profound; it is the wonder of all wonders and the mystery
of the all mysteries.

Iam now an ordinary person, and I have no way of entering this inconceivable
realm, nor can I use the language and words of this material world to explain
it. However, we have planted the seeds to cultivate the Bodhisattva Path and
to become Buddhas in our previous lifetimes. Therefore, in this life we meet
again at the Avatamsaka Assembly. This affinity was not due to planting good
roots for only one lifetime, two lifetimes, three, four or five lifetimes. Since the
affinity has matured and we have returned to the Ven. Master's monastery, we
should diligently practice to return to our self nature and treasure all the good
roots accumulated from previous lifetimes.

The Ven. Master once said, “You all previously followed Vairochana
Buddha, and we used to investigate the Dharma together. At that time, I
said we should all go to America to propagate the Dharma. Some of you
made the vow to be Bhikshus, some of you made the vow to be Bhikshunis,
some of you made the vow to be Dharma protectors, some of you made the
vow to translate, some of you made the vow to build monasteries, and some
of you made the vow to teach; that is why we are all here to fulfill our vows.
Since limitless eons ago, we all have had deep affinities with each other. These
affinities are strong and powerful and continue to maintain our relationships.
You can make a vow in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas so that we can each
be one of the Ten Thousand Buddhas in the future. The purpose of the three-
steps-one-bow pilgrimage is to pray for ten thousand Buddhas to protect ten
thousand humans; therefore, we are all here doing the Buddha's work as if in
a dream.” The Ven. Master also said, “You all have forgotten about this, but I
still remember. Wait till you are awakened, then you will remember.”

In the year 2000 when I first read Rev. Heng Sure's article about the Ven.
Master's statement above, I cried with much sadness without knowing why.
Nine years later when I attended the City's thirtieth anniversary celebration,
Rev. Heng Sure once again reiterated the statement. I still could not control
my tears, even to this very day. Every time I think about this I feel very, very
sad...

All T can say is in year 2000 when I accidentally came to City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas, my life took a sharp turn and went back to the starting
point. From that moment onwards, it has been a beginning of everything I am
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now, for I started on the journey to find my roots...

Today is the one-year anniversary of my arrival at Gold Buddha Monastery,
and I have the affinity to share my experience with the assembly. When I was
at CTTB's Avatamsaka Assembly last year, I shared my experience on the final
day as well. During the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance Assembly held in
2008 at CT'TB, I was reading the chapter on Universal Worthy Bodhisattva's
Conduct and Vows in the Avatamsaka Sutra. Since 1 made a vow to finish
the chapter during the assembly, I prayed that the Ven. Master would be
compassionate and help me fulfill the vow. It later became my main study.
When I came to Vancouver last year, I found out Gold Buddha Monastery
is one of the monasteries dedicated to Avatamsaka's Three Sages (Vairochana
Buddha, Manjushri Bodhisattva, and Universal Worthy Bodhisattva). I was
very surprised! The feeling was hard to describe. Therefore I would carefully
contemplate my affinities with the Flower Adornment Sutra and the sages of
the Avatamsaka Assembly. Why did I come to this monastery when there are
so many other Dharma Realm branches? What was the affinity behind this
arrangement by the Ven. Master? What kind of report card should I hand in?

We are all here because we want to escape the three realms, to end birth and
death, and to fulfill our Bodhi resolve. But how do we fulfill our Bodhi resolve?
The Ven. Master taught us to make a Bodhi resolve and to be diligent and
vigorous like Universal Worthy Bodhisattva. Universal Worthy Bodhisattva
dedicates all of his cultivation of inconceivable dharma doors and limitless
blessings to the living beings of the Dharma Realm. He made the vow to save
all living beings who are drowning in the sea of suffering, to help them leave
the Saha world quickly and to reach the Land of the Buddha of Limitless
Light (Amitabha). Therefore, the entire Flower Adornment Sutra teaches living
beings to deeply enter the sutra treasury and bring forth the Bodhi mind, to
dedicate all good roots from cultivation to help living beings, to dedicate all
merit and virtue to living beings of the Dharma Realm, and to encourage
living beings to quickly go to the Land of Limitless Light (return to the Land
of Ultimate Bliss).

Some people might think if the goal is to go to the Land of Ultimate Bliss,
then cultivating the Pure Land teachings is good enough. Why do we need
to spend time to deeply enter into the sutra treasury? I think reciting the
Buddha's name is very important. The Ven. Master said, “The practice of
reciting Buddha's name allows us to horizontally transcend the three realms,
carrying past karma into rebirth; whereas, in investigating the teachings, we
categorize and analyze them endlessly, trapping ourselves in a task as laborious
as counting grains of sand in the sea.” Since the dispositions of living beings
are of 84,000 kinds, the Buddha has 84,000 methods to liberate them. The
Ven. Master also mentioned that any method of practice can be the foremost
one — as long as it suits one.

However, if it is sufficient that everyone takes up the practice of reciting
the Buddha's name, then our fundamental teacher Shakyamuni Buddha
would not have had to speak the Dharma for 49 years. In particular, when he
attained Buddhahood under the Bodhi tree, the first sutra he expounded was
the Flower Adornment Sutra.

<& Continued on page 12
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| <= Continued from page 39

The Ven. Master would give daily Dharma lectures, especially on he Flower
Adornment Sutra, which he took nine years to complete. From these facts
we can conclude that the Flower Adornment Sutra is very important to living
beings.

What I am trying to say is upholding #he Flower Adornment Sutra will allow
living beings to still their minds, to open up limitless pathways to wisdom,
and to strengthen their faith in the Buddhadharma. It will give us strength
during the last hours of our lives to face illness and to endure the pain when
our physical bodies fall apart. It will strengthen our faith and courage us to
enter into the Land of Ultimate Bliss. That is why Manjushri Bodhisattva
and Universal Worthy Bodhisattva all encourage us to make vows to leave the
Saha world and to seek to enter the Land of Ultimate Bliss. That is the essence
of the Flower Adornment Sutra's chapter on Universal Worthy Bodhisattva's
Conduct and Vows. It is also Universal Worthy Bodhisattva's final advice...

| dedicate Universal Worthy's supreme cultivation,
With all its superior, limitless blessings,
With the universal vow that all beings sunk in defilement,

Will quickly go to the land of the Buddha of Limitless Light (Amitabha).

I would like to share this verse from the Flower Adornment Sutra with
everyone:
If one recites, upholds and expounds
Universal Worthy's vows,
Only the Buddhas will be able to know and certify his blessings.
He will certainly attain the Bodhi Path.



