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Earth Store Recitation Testimonials
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The Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth Store King Bodhisartva has once
again made it possible for me to know myself. In his Dharma talk
during the Earth Store recitation assembly, Dharma Master Sure
drew attention to the main difference between the Earth Store
Sutra and other sutras. The Earth Store Sutra talks about the three
evil destinies which living beings fear to face: the hells, hungry
ghost realm, and animal realm. Although living beings do not
want to face the three evil destinies, they are nevertheless very
real. The Buddha spoke the Earth Store Sutra for adults, not for
children or those new to Buddhism. Dharma Master Sure also
shared a story about the first time he recited the Earth Store Sutra.

My affinity with the Earth Store Sutra developed eleven years
ago when I was studying and working part time in New York.
I acquired a copy of the Earth Store Sutra and would read it
while riding on the subway. Since at that time I was young and
inexperienced, I read with a confused mind, unsure of the sutra’s
meaning. In 2006, I came to various DRBA branch monasteries.
Sometimes in 2006-07, I started to read some commentaries of
the Master Hua. Master Hua said that as long as someone makes
a sincere vow and recites the entire Earth Store Sutra every day for
100 days, the wish would be fulfilled. One day in 2009, I made a
vow and started to recite the sutra for 100 days.

When I was twelve, my parents got divorced. My father then
remarried and, in accordance with the custody agreement, I
lived with him and my stepmother; my sister, on the other hand,
lived with my mother. Already, although I was still only a child,
all warm family feelings had gone. I was filled with resentment
and dissatisfaction and blamed my father, my mother, and my
stepmother — why had they given me a broken family? After
the divorce, I couldn’t accept that my father gave up the family
he established with my birth mother and decided to build a new
family with my stepmother. My heart was filled with resentment
and I was so angry with my parents for having brought me to this
earth but refusing to take the responsibility of raising me together
as a family. At the time, I was only twelve so there was no way that
I could run away to wander on the streets or live on my own. I
could only suppress my hatred; I never talked to my father about
my true feeling of their divorce. After twenty some years, I refused
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to have any contact with my father for two years (2005-2007). I
never called him or picked up any of his calls. In 2008, when I
returned to Taiwan and attended my grandmother’s funeral, my
father was very sad and angry as he said to me, “I didn’t know
whether you were still doing okay. You refused to pick up my
phone calls. If I got sick and died, you would never even know it.”

When I first started the 100-day sutra recitation, I did not have
a thorough understanding of the sutra. After days went by, one
night, when I finished the sutra recitation and was getting ready
to transfer the merit, suddenly one thought popped into my
mind, “I should bow to my parents and my family members,” so
with their images in my mind, I bowed to them in front of the
altar. When [ first started, my body was stiff and it was hard to
bow my head down. As I bowed day after day, I started to slowly
understand the principles in the sutra.

For example, I was struck by the line: “To those who net and
trap animals, he says that being separated from one’s family
will be the retribution.” (“Karmic Retributions of Beings in
Jambudvipa,” Chapter 4). If I was undergoing such retribution
in this life, I must have planted the seeds for it in past lives.Only
then, gradually, was I able to muster the resolve to repent and
accept this as a form of retribution. I started to slowly recognize
that I have such a stubborn personality: I never admitted that I
have any issues; from my view, all my problems and misfortune
were caused by others, and I was totally innocent. This strong
stubborn belief gradually started to weaken.

Therefore, I was finally aware that whenever any subjects or
topics related to my parents or stepmother were brought up, all
my negative emotions arose. All these strong negative emotions
adversely affected the people around me, and the foremost victim
was my wife. I slowly realized that I was a person who constantly
refused to communicate. I totally alienated myself when I got
caught up in negative, self-centered emotions. I started to slowly
relax my guard and tried to get to know my parents and stepmother
and to rebuild these broken relationships. My father and I can
finally talk normally and share our thoughts and feelings.

Reading it again eleven years later, I was deeply moved by the
great compassion of Earth Store Bodhisattva, who rescues and
liberates living beings of the Saha world from suffering. As the
sutra says, we living beings in the Saha world need to quickly
get on the proper path, so that we can attain eternal liberation.
We shouldnt make Earth Store Bodhisattva work so hard,
always having to rescue us and cross us over. We should cultivate
vigorously and help him save all suffering living beings. Only
then will we have fulfilled our great filial duty.
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