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The Inconceivably Wondrous Power of the Bodhisattva’s Vows
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Excerpted from Dharma Master Heng Sure’s talk during the Earth Store Dharma assembly
RAER #3# / Translated into English by Philip Choy
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When I personally first heard
the name of Earth Store
Bodhisattva, I didn’t yet know
which Bodhisattva he was; nor
did T know the sutra called
Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth
Store Bodhisattva. When 1 first
became a monk I was at the old
Gold Mountain Monastery on
15th Street in San Francisco.
I had taken refuge with the
- Triple Jewel three years before
leaving home and then I
trained as a Shramenera for
nine months. But the bad
habits of the previous twenty-
four years of my life were still
; very strong, and the good
% habits of three years and nine
months of  Buddhadharma
were just beginning to establish
themselves. So it was very easy
to bring a number of my bad habits into the temple with me. The first one was
the habit of “divisive speech’—in other words, gossiping. There was another
monastic in the office with me and we were of similar background, so it was
very easy for us to start saying pointless things without even thinking about
it like “six frogs with nine eyes—three frogs with how many eyes, still cannot
count it.” In other words, we gossiped and talked a lot of nonsense, things
that should not be said like: “ the Lee family is good, but the Wong family
is bad.” This all happened very casually—it did not even occur to us that we
were doing something wrong.

So! What was the result of all that? A lung infection! I went to get examined
at the hospital and was told there were TB spores in my lungs. What? How
could this be possible? I had always been very healthy and now suddenly there
were TB spores in my lungs! That night, after I returned from the hospital,
my teacher gave a talk on the sutras. He said, “Monastics, especially those who
are cultivating—including householders—and those who want to cultivate,
should be careful not to create bad karma with mouth.” He continued: “To do
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that is to use your own tongue to dig a tunnel into hell. There are four types
of wrong speech: lying, divisive speech, harsh speech, and lewd talk. If you
gossip in a place of cultivation then even if you don’t want to fall into hell,
you will fall into hell anyway. I have to make this clear or you risk coming to
harm. So quickly resolve to change your ways. I don’t want to see any of my
disciples fall into hell as a result of misusing their tongues.”

Hearing my teacher say such things, I was amazed! He seemed to be
addressing me. I am not sure if others had this feeling or not; but I felt
that his words were aimed directly at me and referred specifically to my
situation. So the next day when he came down, I took the opportunity to
say: “Shifu! I became a monk less than a year ago and already I have gone
astray!” To which he replied, “Yes! If things were otherwise, Earth Store
Bodhisattva would not have needed to make his great vows.” Oh! Earth
Store Bodhisattva? “Shifu,” I asked, “how can I make the resolve to correct
my past mistakes and return to the proper path?” “I do not say that you
could do this merely through the power of the Earth Store Bodhisattva’s
vows! The master raised but one corner; the other three you must raise for
yourself.”

After hearing Shifu’s teaching, I immediately walked over to the bookcase
and picked up a copy of the Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth Store Bodhisattva.
Surprisingly, I had never before opened this sutra. I placed it in front of
the Buddha and bowed three times in homage, lit a stick of incense and
respectfully opened the book. “Namo the Original Teacher Shakyamuni
Buddha, unsurpassed, very deep, subtly miraculous Dharma ...” Then
I began to read: “‘Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth Store Bodhisattva’, Part
One, In the Palace of the Trayastrimsa Heaven ...” I was only able to finish
reading the first scroll because at that time at Gold Mountain Monastery,
the bowing of the “Great Compassion Repentance” began 40 minutes after
the daily meal. Amazingly enough, and although I didn’t notice it at first, it
was like a pure, clean wind was blowing in my mind. I felt like a window had
been opened in my life. Then, after the bowing of the “Great Compassion
Repentance,” I immediately started reading the second scroll, one word at
a time. By the second day I had reached the third scroll. T read extremely
slowly—it took me two days to finish—Dbecause only the Chinese text was
available at that time. No English translation existed.

After I finished reading the whole Earth Store Sutra, 1 felt like my life had
been reoriented. The sutra was like a compass, helping me to change my
position by one degree, then two, then three, than four, until at last I was
able to return to the correct path. I realized then how incredible was the
power of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Vows, how incredible his compassion,
how incredible his skill in debate, how incredible his expedient means!

From that day on I discovered more and more just how great a Bodhisattva
Earth Store Bodhisattva is. Shakyamuni Buddha made it so that the future
of all samsara-bound beings during the Dharma Ending Age depends
on Earth Store King Bodhisattva. Since it is up to him to save us, his
responsibility is enormous! The more we recite the Sutra of the Past Vows
of Earth Store Bodhisattva, whether in the temple or at home, the better we
will come to understand this teacher who is so very worthy of our respect.
How great he is!
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