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Monastic | rainee Frogram [nitiation Ceremong at(CTTh

o R F1EE G Reported by the Sangha at Tathagata Monastery

The Buddha said, “People who cultivate the Way are
like a soldier who goes into battle alone against ten
thousand enemies... Shramanas who study the Way
must make their minds resolute, and be vigorous,
courageous, and valiant. Not fearing what lies ahead,
they shall defeat the hordes of demons and obtain the
fruition of the Way.”

-The Sutra in Forty-two Sections
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On June 21, 2010, the fifteenth anniversary of the Venerable
Master Hsuan Hua’s Nirvana, there was held, in the Buddha Hall
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, the initiation ceremony
of the 12th CTTB Monastic Trainee Program. Five good laymen
blessed by Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, the Venerable Master Hua,
and the fourfold assembly of CTTB, as well as by relatives and
friends, formally entered the Trainee Program. The event was
made more meaningful to the trainees by the presence of three
Theravada monks from the nearby Abhayagiri Forest Monastery,
who came not only to witness the ceremony but to lend their

support.
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The Monastic Trainee Program was first established in
1999. It is the first step for laymen aspiring to be DRBA
monastics. Trainees observe the Eight Precepts and eat only
one vegetarian meal a day before noon. During the six months
that the program normally lasts, trainees live with and receive
close guidance from the monks of Tathagata Monastery. This
prepares them for their next stage of study and practice as
novices. Those who successfully complete their novice training
may apply to become Bhikshus—fully ordained monks.

The two most senior Bhikshus of the Dharma Realm
Buddhist Association, Dharma Masters Heng Sure and Heng
Lai, on behalf of the Sangha established by the Venerable
Master Hsuan Hua, presided over the Initiation Ceremony for
the Trainee Program. This ceremony consists of several parts:
requesting masters, performing repentance, taking refuge
with the Triple Jewel and receiving transmission of the Eight
Precepts. In conclusion, impromptu instructional talks were
given by both Rev. Heng Sure and Dharma Master Heng Lai.

In his talk, Rev. Heng Sure emphasized that this was the
beginning of a transformation away from the world of outflows
and the pursuit of individual desires toward a life of service
and internal reflection, based on the gathering in of the six
senses. The trainees were also reminded that CTTB provides
an ideal environment for monastic training, since it is a place
where they will be constantly reminded of the Dharma and
surrounded by the Sangha, who will serve as their role models.

By way of encouragement to the trainees, Dharma Master
Heng Lai remarked that the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas were
present and were both delighted by them and supportive of

their undertaking. He also reminded them that they would
encounter tests and obstacles on their journey, urging them
to maintain their resolve to cultivate as they go forth in
their vows.

The five trainees, coming from various parts of the
world, are: Yi-Soon Yap (Dharma name Guo Shun) from
Malaysia; Tran Hong (Chin Ming) from Vietnam; Guo-
Zhu She (Chin Zhu) from Taiwan; David Yin (Chin Wei)
from the United States; and Yi-Fan Ping (Chin Shun) from
China. Although of diverse backgrounds, they are united
in their determination to cultivate the Way by renouncing
the householder’s life and joining the Monastic Order.

This 12th year of the Monastic Trainee Program for men
at CTTB is particularly significant--not only are there more
trainees than ever before (in the first year of the program
there were also five, but in subsequent years, only two) but
additionally most of the trainees are young: four of them
under 40, two under 30. This infusion of young blood will
certainly bring new energy to Tathagata Monastery and
to CTTB. It could signify the dawn of a new era in the
spreading of the orthodox Buddhadharma in the West.



