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Since the Venerable Master Hua entered
nirvana in 1995, in the blink of an eye, fifteen
years have passed. The four assemblies of
the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association are
increasingly sincere in their gratitude and
commemoration of the Venerable Master. The
Venerable Master’s great vows: propagating
the Buddhadharma, establishing the Sangha,
translating the sutras, promoting education, and
advocating interreligious dialogue, etc., have
already inspired, and benefited countless people
of future generations in the West. Developing
Virtue Secondary School held a special series
of activities such as an essay writing contest, an
online contest of 100 questions on the Venerable
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Report on Literary Activities
on the 15th Anniversary of
the Venerable Master Hua’s Nirvana

By the Editorial Staff / Translated into English by Michael Lu
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Master’s Biography, and a Venerable Master Biography Contest for the

15th Anniversary of the Venerable Master’s Nirvana. Not only did we
cherish the memory of the Venerable Master’s virtue, we also gave people
in this world a better understanding of his life, in the hope that they will
find in him a role model to emulate.

The essay writing contest covered both Chinese and English.
Contestants were divided into Group A (Adult), Group B (High School),
and Group C (Elementary School). The deadline for submitting essays
was May 31. Essay submissions arrived from all over America, Canada,
China, Taiwan, Malaysia, and other places. The contents varied greatly
from the causes and conditions of meeting the Venerable Master, to the
influences one received from the Venerable Master. After careful and
meticulous judging and reviewing, the results were posted on the DRBA
website on June 15. The essays that won awards will be published one
after another in Vajra Bodhi Sea and also posted on the Chinese and
English websites of DRBA.

The online 100 questions contest on the Venerable Master’s Biography
was mostly for the people who visit the DRBA websites and admire the
Venerable Master’s virtue and conduct but have not had the affinities or
opportunities to come to CTTB to participate in our activities. So we
especially designed a list of questions based on the Venerable Master’s
Biography, so the participants could investigate and read it beforehand.
On June 7, the date of the Venerable Master’s nirvana in the solar calendar,
the actual “test” was emailed to them. The participants then answered the
questions and emailed them back to us. Most of the online contestants
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were from China, because the Venerable Master’s Dharma
teaching has become very popular in many parts of
China by virtue of DRBA’s Chinese website. Some of the
participants not only expressed their appreciation for the
hard work of organizing such a meaningful activity, but
also requested to be informed of other similar activities in
the future.

The Dharma assembly for the Commemoration of
the 15th Anniversary of the Venerable Master’s Nirvana
was held on the morning of June 20. There was also a
Venerable Master’s Biography Contest at 1 p.m. in the
Daoyuan Hall. Most of the contestants were residents in
CTTB, but there were also some Dharma friends who
had come to attend the Dharma assembly. Based on the
successful experience of last year’s Buddhist Knowledge
Contest, we encouraged families to form parent-child
teams this year. Of the eight teams that participated,
two were family teams. Each team had three people,
and the teams were given names familiar to everyone in
CTTB: Instilling Goodness, Developing Virtue, Great
Compassion, Joyous Giving, Bodhi, Dragon Tree, Horse
Whinny, and Unicorn.

Even though it was a competition, everybody played
cordially in the midst of laughter and fun. Some teams had
already practiced diligently in secret for a long time. They
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were well prepared, so their scores rose higher and higher. Some
teams were too busy to study, so they prayed for the Buddha’s
help at the last minute. However, since most contestants were
well acquainted with the Venerable Master’s biography, they were
able to hold up for a while. In the beginning, many contestants
were not familiar with the rules, so even though they answered
correctly, they did not give a complete answer, so points were
deducted, making people laugh. The residents of CTTB are
usually reserved in manner, so it was rare to have such a relaxed
and humorous scene. In the final round, the contest was even
more intense; in the end, three teams received the same score, so
all of them won first place. As a result, everybody was filled with
great joy, and the competition concluded sucessfully.

This year’s literary activities for the 15th Anniversary of the
Venerable Master’s Nirvana were possible due to the Buddhists
and students who participated enthusiastically from all over the
world. Not only were the activities more exciting with variety,
making them lively and interesting, but they also gave everyone
a deeper understanding and admiration for the great deeds of
the Venerable Master. We hope that these outstanding and
meaningful activities will inspire more people to bring forth
the Bodhi mind and emulate the Venerable Master Hsuan
Hua’s spirit of “shedding blood and sweat, but never pausing
to rest,” and thus transforming people’s hearts to create a more
wholesome world.

Aucust 2010 VaJRA BopHI SEA 47



