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Before leaving this world, the Venerable Master taught us
everything we need to know—and more—to become liberated.
The only question, of course, is what we do with his teachings.
The first Americans he taught were most interested in meditation
and studying the sutras, and so in the beginning that was what
he taught. When the conditions were ripe, he introduced the
dharma door of repentance and reform. He taught us many
different dharma doors, but you could say that—depending on
the level of who he was teaching at the time—he emphasized
some dharma doors over others, and one of the dharma doors
he emphasized at CT'TB was that of repentance and reform. He
also emphasized Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva’s dharma doors of
great compassion. I'll give you a little story of how one day he
combined these two in a most skillful and special way.

It was the celebration day of Guanyin Bodhisattva’s birthday,
and a life-sized image of the White-robed Guanyin Bodhisattva
holding a willow branch and vase of sweet dew water had just
arrived at CTTB. It was made of fiberglass and so was quite
light for the size. The Venerable Master had the image placed
in the back of a pick-up truck—facing out the back—and sent
the truck down to the Mountain Gate where a group of us were
practicing three-steps-one bow on our way to the Buddha Hall
for the celebration. As we bowed along the road, the truck slowly
inched along before us. It was as if Guanyin Bodhisattva was
welcoming us and pulling us along while pouring sweet dew on
our crowns as we bowed. It was as if we were bowing to Guanyin
Bodhisattva the entire way.

We finally arrived at the Buddha Hall, purified from our
bowing. The Venerable Master was waiting for us by the door and
as each one of us entered the hall, he personally handed us a stick
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of incense to offer at the altar. This was unusual because ordinarily he
did not allow more than one stick at a time in the censor. I believe he
used such expedients that day to emphasize and encourage us

about the importance of bowing. I am certain that the

repentance and reform dharma door must be a very
important practice indeed.

The Venerable Master further emphasized
Guanyin Bodhisattva’s Dharmas of compassion
such as the Great Compassion Mantra, the
Great Compassion Repentance, the 42 Hands
& Eyes, recitation of the “Universal Door”
chapter of the Dharma Flower [Lotus] Sutra
and others. He taught us the importance
of cultivation, not only for ourselves, but
also for the benefit of the world. When we
entered the hall to cultivate, we felt that
we were fulfilling a purpose, that we were
making a contribution to the world. Were we
really making a contribution or was that just an
expedient to get us to cultivate? Who knows? And
yet it had an effect.

For example, at Gold Mountain Monastery Shr Fu
taught us to recite the first lines of the Shurangama Mantra
every evening. He said that our recitation would help prevent from
earthquake in San Francisco. During those years, there were many
predictions of an earthquake but it never happened. Later at CTTB,
he changed from using the Shurangama Mantra to using the Heart
Mantra. At one point, some of the cultivators got tired of reciting the
mantra at night. They said it was too much suffering. In order to get
up early for morning recitation, they had to go to bed a little earlier.
Although the Master taught us what we should do, he didn't force it
on us, so he allowed us to discontinue that practice. Within a week,
the Chernobyl disaster occurred. Then Shr Fu didn't have to tell us to
start reciting the mantra heart again. We did it ourselves. And this is
still practiced at DRBA branch monasteries around the world.

The Master said that we were like an army—a Dharma army—
going to battle against the forces of darkness and ignorance in the
world, helping to lessen great disasters and eradicate small ones. He
also said that we were his helpers. When we went to the Buddha Hall
to recite mantras, we were each adding a little drop to the ocean of his
inconceivable work. Still there were many predictions of doom. Does
our recitation have any effect? Of course we could never know or
prove it one way or the other. Yet, there are countless stories of people
who have clearly received efficacious responses from recitation. There
are books filled with such stories. My fellow cultivators have had such
experiences. To this day we can continue to assist the Master in his
work, because I do believe that—true to his nature when he was with
us—wherever he is now, he is still working hard and not resting,.
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