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We Should Cherish Each Other
Like Our Own Father or Mother (i)

Reflections on the Venerable Master’s
Instructions on Cultivating the Buddha’s Path

By Bhikshu Heng Shun 3t & 18I X
Translated into Chinese by Jennifer Lin %R % 3

One of the last lectures that the Master gave at the City of 10,000 Buddhas
included the following:

We should always be diligent in our cultivation-don’t be lazy-and make
progress everyday. ... The City of 10,000 Buddhas does not belong to any single
person- it belongs to the world. Whoever comes to the city has a share. We are all
( = ) [riends in the Dharma who have come together here.

[ know you have heard this before, but you should always be mindful of
this verse, “To endure suffering, is to end suffering. To enjoy our blessings, is to
dissipate them.” Only a very few of my followers really believe and follow me.
Most of my disciples are applying their energy in superficialities. Only if you have
genuine spiritual skill (qung fu) can you propagate the Buddhadharma. (May
15, 1994)

In the natural course of cultivation, we inevitably meet with difficult

e P circumstances. Suffering is unavoidable. It is from being able to endure
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suffering that we can make spiritual progress. And it is by following the
ideals of the Bodhisattvas, who are able to sacrifice their own lives for
other living beings, that we can become true “vessels of the Dharma.”
That is, we can become individuals who have the capacity to exemplify
the Buddhadharma. This is not an easy task by any means, but there is
nothing more worthwhile or beneficial to our loved ones, other people,
and other living creatures. Only with genuine gung fu can we spread
the Dharma. Without it, we are like ants crawling on the surface of the
watermelon without really knowing what it tastes like inside.

Each person has to cultivate hard to gain genuine understanding- profound
realization. Then one can teach others. Any method that you use to cultivate is
okay. Every single thing you do in your daily life is Buddbadharma. However,
if you lack understanding, it is worldly dharma. If you recite, “I'm eating” all
day, but don’t actually eat, you will not get full.

In cultivation, dont rely on others. Constantly work without rest or you
will have regrets. When death comes, it will be too late! Cutting off lust is the
most difficult. You must cut off lust decisively- don’t drag your feet. It can’t be
like breaking lotus buds, which still have threads attached. But you say, “Who
doesn’t have thoughts of lust?” Right! If you cut off lust, you will be a “vessel of
the Dharma.” If you still have lust, then be diligent and energetic. The Three
Destinies are suffering, so seek to be reborn in the Pure Land. (July 12, 1992)

It does not matter which method of practice we use, whether it be
reciting the Buddha’s name, Buddhist mantras, the sutras, investigating
Chan meditation, mindfulness of breathing, or any of the many other
Dharmas of practice that the Buddha taught. If we are earnest and sincere
in our cultivation, all Buddhadharmas have the potential for spiritual
transformation and enlightenment. When everything we do, say, and
think is in accord with the Dharma, then every single thing in our daily
life is the Buddhadharma.

In the Sutra in Forty-two Sections, the Buddha said that there is no
desire like sexual desire. He said if there were two desires like this, no one
would be able to cultivate the Path to Enlightenment. Here the Master
says if we can be decisive in cutting off sexual desire, then we can become
true exemplars of the Buddhadharma. This is particularly important for
members of the Sangha. To be an authentic member of the Sangha, we
must be magnanimous and pure.

We are all at the level of investigating and learning. None of us are totally
perfect or accomplished. Don’t be a false teacher (a false Kalyanamitra). Don’t
be arrogant. We are all mutually helping each other, using our collective
wisdom. If you are really “far out,” then you will hide your light. Don’t rely
on your teacher (Shr Fu), you should be the same in cultivating the Path
whether I'm here or not. You yourself must really cultivate. (July 12, 1992)

I recall the last time I talked to the Master (on December 13, 1994). 1
was worried that he had not forgiven me for the mistakes I had made in
the past. I was deeply ashamed and concerned about this. When I knelt
before the Master, he took my hand and said, “7 don’t blame you. I see all
beings as Buddhas; as my father or mother from past lives.”

We all have good and bad points. We should mutually assist each other in
the big smelting furnace at the City of 10,000 Buddhas. “As ivory is cut and
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filed and as jade is carved and polished” (Quote from the Great Learning)
making exquisite utensils out of jade, out of flesh and blood. (July 31, 1992)

Although this was spoken two weeks after the previous quote, it’s as if
it was part of the same lecture. Once again, the Master talked about the
importance of cherishing one another, assisting one another in the arduous,
but meaningful task of self-cultivation with kindness and compassion. In
the smelting furnace we wish to create “vessels of the Dharma.”

Finally, I close this article on the Venerable Master’s Dharma instructions
with these words spoken on August 14, 1992 and August 25, 1992
respectively. I believe they speak for themselves.

Fellow cultivators, fellow learners, and fellow vow-makers, the world now is
in a very unfortunate condition. There is a tremendous amount of suffering.
Morality is at such a low ebb that even relatives are killing each other. There
are wars between countries, families, and individuals. It is like we are being
cooked in a pot with myriad sufferings and evil.

The only hope is with those who can ‘Save themselves from the violent
current, and bring forth the Bodhimind” and transcend the Three Realms of
Existence. Otherwise we are trapped in the Six Paths of Rebirth. If we do not
bring forth the Bodhimind, then it will be impossible to save ourselves and put
an end to this suffering. If we end the suffering of Samsara (birth and death),
then we will not have left the householders life in vain.

We must set lofty goals. Don’t compete with others. You must eliminate your
Jaults, improve every day, and lessen your bad habits day by day... Be very
kind and respectful to others. Be true and straightforward, not flattering or
obsequious. All states are unreal, none can be obtained! All appearances are
false. If you are conceited about your state, even a true state will become false.
(August 14, 1992)

In the whole world, only the City of 10,000 Buddhas is pure. All other places
have afflictions and troubles. Here you can single-mindedly cultivate. You don’t
hear, see, or speak of others rights and wrongs. Buddhas and Bodhisattvas are
always mindful and protective here. If you bring forth the Bodhimind, they
will assist you. (August 25, 1992)
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| < Continued from page 43

This young man was an atheist and didn'
believe in anything but after experiencing this
miracle he took refuge, became a vegetarian,
and acted as a Dharma protector. Later he even
guided his mother and siblings to believe in
Buddhism. Therefore, everyone should bring
forth their utmost sincere and true mind. In
this way, you will surely receive a response.
Hope that everyone will not forget our Master’s
teachings, recite the Buddha’s name diligently!
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