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Protecting the City of the Dharma King:

A good disciple is not afraid of working.
No matter how much work there is, he would not flee.
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Excerpts from the lectures of the Venerable Master Hua during a 100-day Chan session
November 15, 1970 - April 11, 1971
g oEE  Translated into English by Liang Hong

Existing until the End of Time (continued)

The monastery we are building now is like a child. Since he
is very little, you feed him milk to help him grow, so he must
have a good impression of you and think, “The reason that I
can grow this big is because of my parents’ nurturing, so I must
be filial to my parents.” At this moment, the monastery needs
people to help it grow. Building the monastery now is like tak-
ing the role of parenting, helping it grow day by day so that
people can cultivate here in the future. We act as the parents
of the Dharma bodies of cultivators and help them attain the
Way. When a child is young, he needs people to protect him
and take care of him. However, after he is fully grown, if you
tell him, “Come here and have some milk. Be good!” he will be
annoyed. He will say, “Why do you always treat me as a child?
Now that I can do everything, why do I need to drink your
milk?” At that stage, he no longer needs this any more.

There is another analogy. Before the monastery is builg, it is
like a very strong hero who has fallen ill and cannot even stand
up. He needs the treatment of doctors to make him strong and
recover his heroic energy. When he is healthy again, if you tell
him, “Let me give you some medicine to take,” he will throw
you a punch or even give you a bloody nose. Why? He does not
have any illnesses, so why feed him medicine?

Now, at its construction stage, the monastery is like a sick
person that needs the help of others to be cured of all physical
illnesses. Today, by making this floor, we are giving the mon-
astery a treatment. After the floor is done, if you then say, “Let
me lay another layer of floor,” that would be unnecessary. The
material you have brought can only be put into the fireplace; it
has no other use.

As Guo You didn’t have any work to do today, I asked him to
pick up the trash and take it down. Now he has grabbed a job
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with my help. If I didnt help him, I could have done it myself.
I thought I should find some work for such a good disciple. If
you are good to the master, then the master must be good to his
disciples. If I am not good to you and do not ask you to do any
work, then you will never receive any merit and virtue.

When we work, we must work sincerely, with no false thoughts
in our minds. You will accumulate merit and virtue when you
work, especially if you are working for a monastery. I cannot
completely tell you how much and how good the merit and vir-
tue is as it is endless. Its inconceivable status is wonderful beyond
description! Whoever works will have a share; whoever doesn’,
will not. What kind of share will you receive? Merit and virtue.
One may ask, “Can I see the merit and virtue? Is it white? Is
it red? Is it yellow, black, or crimson? What color is it?” It has
no color. We call it “looking without seeing,” “listening without
hearing,” or “sniffing without smelling.” Even though you can-
not see it, hear it, or smell it, it contains something inconceivable
and wonderful.

The reward for being a volunteer worker in a monastery is in-
conceivable. The merit and virtue doesn’t only come from work-
ing with one’s hands and feet. To have the intention to help the
monastery and to try to find more volunteers to build the monas-
tery also creates merit and virtue. Translating sutras accumulates
merit and virtue; so does talking to others; it is not discussing
some useless subject, but talking about how to cultivate with full
concentration and how to build a monastery that creates merit
and virtue. Whoever it may be, don’t talk too much, especially
during working time. If you talk too much, your work will be
interrupted. The work we have now is a large-scale project. We
must work with constant progress; we cannot afford to lose even
a second. You should know that you cannot retrieve a second of

time once it has passed. $0To be continued
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Gold Mountain Monastery
800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 421-6117 Fax: (415) 788-6001

SR Tn Asia & Australia, please send to:
Prajna Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
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