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REFLECTION IN THE WATER-MIRROR:
TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Huangdi’s last name was
Gongsun and his first

name was Xuanyuan. Born

more than four thousand six hundred years ago at the Hill of Xuanyuan in
Henan Province, he was initially a tribal leader who both practiced martial
arts and educated the people. At that time, Yawang, the eighth genera-
tion descendent of the Yan Emperor (Shennong), was incapable of govern-
ing his people, and as a result the tribes were at war with each other. To
free people from suffering, Xuanyuan defeated Yuwang and united all the
tribes, who then pledged their allegiance to him. Later, Chiyou, the leader
of the southern state of Jiuli, led military forces against Xuanyuan; howev-
er, after a series of fierce battles, he was defeated and executed. Thenceforth
all tribal leaders accepted and supported Xuanyuan as their ruler, who
ruled in a manner that emulated the virtues of the earth. Due to yellow
color of earth, he received the imperial title, Yellow Emperor. Establishing
his capital at Youxiong, he ruled wisely and fairly, bringing the stability of
political security to the tribes and helping them to advance toward a high-
er state of civilization. Chariots were now seen on land and ships on the
sea. The South Pointing Chariot (forerunner of today’s compass), as well as
the bow and arrow, were invented at this time. His wife, the empress Leizu,
raised silkworms and wove silk from them. One of his ministers, Cangjie,
invented Chinese characters; and another, Darao, invented the traditional
Chinese sixty-year calendrical system known as the sexagenary cycle. After
reigning for one hundred years Huangdi died and was buried in Qiaoshan.
Succeeding generations have honored him as the first emperor of China.

Commentary:

The Yellow Emperor, the first common ancestor of the Chinese people, was
the son of Lord Shaodian. His family name was Gongsun and his given name,
Xuanyuan. He was born more than 4,600 years ago at the Hill of Xuanyuan in
Henan province. In ancient times people were usually named after their birth-
place, so he received the name Xuanyuan. He was the first great man in Chinese
history and he laid the foundations for Chinese culture and civilization.
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Legend has it that the Yellow Emperor’s mother was named Fubao. One
day she came to the countryside of Chi and saw flashes of lightning sur-
rounding the first star of the Dipper. Upon seeing this she became pregnant
and after twenty-four months gave birth to the Yellow Emperor. When he
was born, auspicious clouds and signs appeared in the sky.

The Yellow Emperor was born brilliant, able, and wise. Less than 70 days
after his birth he was able to speak. Once he had grown up he was even more
honest and sincere, even more intelligent and capable, and he displayed the
fairness and competence of a true leader. Since he was so young and promis-
ing he was elected tribal chief, so that he might be of service to his people. He
drafted strong men into the military so that they could develop into expe-
rienced, brave, skillful soldiers who would win every battle; but at the same
time he educated his tribe in matters of etiquette, humanity, justice, and
ethics. Since everybody was courteous and understanding, they were able
to support each other like brothers and sisters in a large harmonious family.

At that time the Chinese people lived scattered throughout various regions,
thus forming many different clans and tribes. Two of these were particularly
famous: in the West, the Jiang (the tribe of Yandi of Shennongshi’s clan);
and in the East, the Ji (the tribe of the Yellow Emperor’s clan). Because the
tribe of Yandi of Shennongshi had developed earlier and had greater power,
it ruled over all of the other tribes. But Xuanyuan’s contemporary, Yuwang
(the eighth-generation descendant of Yandi), was not a competent ruler, and
so the chiefs of the various tribes, in a struggle for power and profit, started
to attack one another. This situation rendered the people miserable beyond
description.

In order to save the people from suffering and pain, Xuanyuan defeated Yu-
wang. The other tribes then came to submit themselves to his authority and
pledged allegiance to him. At this time, Chiyou, the chief of the Jiuli tribe,
near the Yangzi Valley in the South, gained power, but he exercised it with
ruthless brutality. Chiyou was tall, well-built and an expert on the battlefield.
He not only had spiritual powers which enabled him to control the forces
of nature but he also had the magical ability to turn beans into soldiers. He
was simply invincible. Chiyou dispatched troops against Xuanyuan because
he wanted to seize the common land which he ruled. The Yellow Emperor’s
army fought with Chiyou in a fierce battle at Zhulu. Chiyou conjured up a
thick fog that obscured the sunlight, causing Xuanyuan’s soldiers to fall into
disarray. They could not find their way off of the battlefield. At this critical
moment, the extraordinarily intelligent Xuanyuan invented the South Point-
ing Chariot and the bow and arrow, enabling the soldiers to break out of the
fog and triumph over Chiyou. After a few fierce battles, Chiyou was finally
defeated. From then on North and South were united and the chiefs of all
tribes and clans chose Xuanyuan as their emperor. Since he ruled the king-
dom by emulating the earth in its virtues of producing the myriad things and
benefiting living beings, and since the earth is yellow in color, he received
the title of Yellow Emperor. His capital was founded in Youxiong, which is
currently located at Xinzheng in Henan Province.

$>To be continued
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