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The Seventy-first Generation of Patriarchs
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The Master was a son of the Chen family from Minzhang. Having read
Yungi’s Seven Strokes Hook, he resolutely vowed to transcend the mundane
world. He went to pay his respects to Venerable Shi Yu (“Stone Rain”) at
Jinming, who questioned him, “It’s not the mind, not the Buddha, not a
thing. Ultimately, what is it?” The Master replied, “Celestial and human
beings are all graced by this power of kindness.” Yu asked, “A cow in Huai
province eats grass, and the belly of a horse in Yi province bulges; what’s
this all about?” The Master replied with a verse, “When spring arrives,
the flowers bloom. When autumn comes, the leaves fall. Human progeny
are all imbued with this vital energy. Yet those who stay inside the room
are unaware of it.” Yu nodded in approval. The Master succeeded him as
the abbot at Fo Ri (Buddha Sun) Monastery, and he also reinvigorated
Long Tang Monastery. During the reign of Emperor Shun Zhi, in the
lunar year of Jia Wu (1654), on the thirtieth day of the twelfth month, the
Master gathered the assembly and said: “The ancients called it suffering,
called it bliss, or blinked their eyes like a ghost, but the mountain monk
does not do the same. Why? The Han’s household has its own system.” He
then gently closed his eyes and passed away. A pagoda to accommodate
his entire body was built in Long Tang.

71st Generation Dhyana Master Yuan Men Jing Zhu. This was a 71st
generation Patriarch of the Caodong School. This Patriarch’s name was Yuan
Men. His other name was Dhyana Master Jing Zhu.

The Master was a son of the Chan family from Minzhang. This Dhyana
Master was a native of the Zhang province in Fujian. From the time he
was born he was very fond of the Buddhadharma and delighted in studying
Buddhist sutras and texts. Having read Yungqi’s Seven Strokes Hook, Great
Master Lian Chi’s Seven Strokes Hook, he resolutely vowed to transcend
the mundane world. He was very fervent and determined, without the least
bit of hesitation. At that moment, he didn’t think: “Is it better for me to leave
the home-life, to remain a layman, or to go and find a friend or a girlfriend?”
Being free of all such frivolous thoughts, he simply resolved very firmly: “I'm

12 EmERE —O—0O=AA



R KB U PR B S 1R A R
& | EER—EfTSEARY > SN > T
CHEEHRHNES - REE > NEHRITE]
P E > —Ef TS BEBIR - EREME Y
AEIEEEM N RESE > BET A &
EITA G HEERDER > EEARIIREE
TSI ABE T o R L B 5T
AR5E -

"RIEH ) EE AR R
g TAREL o AR AR,
AR > XAZM » AR T
H e TRTEEME, - EEITEEE
/e 7 3i—3 % - DAL | Bl E IR
FE > FEAME - RAREEE A
H oo DRABAER ) PR > K
EEAARARIRIA - MI— VIR AR
TEORIRED ) - HREREENE
A AR - AH A

"HIHE L A FR A B A R
B AR IR - e -
FREAER T BONAER - 2 )N G RERR
SUEIEA: | EEIRTTE | R TR
AR NG RERR ) ¢ AR A > w
TR A L - BEEEE ? IRFE » IRiE
PERE © RRONAIEE > HSPEE s S A L
e ? —B% | FrCAEAL AR - ERRTH
MRS > BATELEH ? (REZEA
BT - WU 0 Tk ? N

BT N B REAE S S ARIE 2 (EERHY 2
L% JEE R 7 BTN HIE T !

HEIREINAEE > 25 N ARt 2
B | AR ERR A T T AR 2

KAGGETIEZ A EMTE > RAEE
ik BLANE T Bl B > S
Bl L U RN IH S T o (R3S — A S
Ao IRAATELGH © IRER EE K
FREFESR T o BUiFGaEE A » EBHAE
T A — USRS ATE . REAREA
WE ? wEas— VIR A - ggE(E | )2
AR RIS O FEHREE - & 12 T 2
AR R T 0 BATHE B | EEET
—IEET o IREMEETEMSH » B2
R WY STRRE T R = N i A=)
I Z SRR ?

54

A%%

Biographies

going to leave the home-life. I don’t want anything else! Whether they are
friends, girlfriends, or unscrupulous people pretending to be friends, I don’t
want anything to do with any of them!”

He went to pay his respects to Venerable Shi Yu (“Stone Rain”) at
Jinming. He started out by paying his respects to a good and wise advisor called
Dhyana Master Stone Rain Mingfang. You see! This ‘Rain’ will definitely kill
those upon whom it falls. Stone Rain implies that it rained a shower of stones.
Take a look. If a person got hit on the head, certainly his head would crack
open and bleed. This name conveys how fierce this monk was. He liked to
hit people. He was like a sandstorm or a rain of stones when he hit people—
beating them to the point where they could no longer even open their eyes.
Dhyana Master Stone Rain lived in Jinming Monastery. Yu, the Venerable
Stone Rain, asked him, It’s not the mind, not the Buddha, not a thing. It
neither the mind, nor the Buddha, nor any kind of thing. Ultimately, what
is it? In the end what is it? Say it now! Quickly! This is not to ask you to
wait and think. There is no time to think!” The Master, Dhyana Master Jing
Zhu, replied, “Celestial and human beings, beings from the heavens and the
human realm, and all categories of living beings, are all graced by this power
of kindness. It is all because of this power that they could come into being and
acquire this flow of vitality.

After Venerable Stone Rain (Yu) heard the Master, he felt that his two
sentences seemed a bit specious. It was not quite adequate. Therefore, Yu
asked, “A cow in Huai province eats grass, and the belly of a horse in Yi
province bulges; what’s this all about?” All of you take a look at this! It says:
“A cow in Huai province eats grass, and the belly of a horse in Yi province
bulges.” With all this talk, he still had not made the point. What is going
on? You see, the cow in Huai province eats grass, but doesnt the horse in Yi
province eat grass too? It’s just the same! Hence it is perfectly normal for the
horse’s stomach to bulge. What's so special about it? If you cannot turn your
mind around but think instead: “Oh? The cow in Huai province eats grass;
how come the belly of the horse in Yi province bulges? How does that happen?
What's going on?” This is not to understand anything at all! In fact if the cow
in Huai province eats grass, then the horse in Yi province also eats grass! So
what's the big deal about the horse’s belly being filled?

Basically there is nothing esoteric about it. However, if you don’t recognize
it, you will not understand. With just that little bit, this Dhyana Master can
prevent you from turning it around in your head. If you are able to turn it
around, basically there is nothing to it. If you are unable to make this turn,
then trouble will come. It’s just like this person. If you understand, then you
are not turned by any state. If you don’t understand, then you will be turned
by all states. That’s all there is to it! There’s nothing special or wonderful to it.
Do you understand or not? If Stone Rain comes, he will hit you on the head!
However, if the lid is opened, you can see that actually it has nothing inside
but emptiness. Hence, Dhyana Master Stone Rain purposely asked him to see
what he had to say.

s)To be continued
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