Caoxi’'s Dharma Water Flows to Worlds as Many as Grains of

-- Commemoration of the Fifteenth Anniversary of the Venerable Master’s Nirvana

On June 20 the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas held a Dharma assembly
for the 15th anniversary of the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s nirvana.
Disciples of the Venerable Master came from all over the world to attend
it, and sixteen buses brought many Buddhists from northern and southern
California.

There was a passing of the offerings ceremony, and No Words Hall
was opened so that everyone could view Shakyamuni Buddha’s sharira,
Elder Master Hsu Yun’s sharira, and the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua'’s
sharira, as well as Buddhist sutras the Master read, Dharma instruments
he used, and clothes that he wore.

Some visitors noticed the newly built Shurangama Bell tower across
from No Words Hall. The Shurangama Bell was completed in 1987. Its
exterior is composed of three sections: the highest section is the 554-
line Shurangama Mantra in Sanskrit, the middle section is the Mantra in
Chinese, and the lowest section is the Mantra in English romanization
The interior of the bell is carved with the words, “The Shurangama Bell is
cast with the words of the Mantra, which will be passed down for countless
generations to use as an example. May the world be peaceful, may
demons and externalists be subdued, may the seeds of the Buddhism be
continued, and may the Proper Dharma abide in the world forever. May all
who see and hear this bring forth the Bodhi resolve, and singlemindedly
recite and uphold this Mantra, and all together reach the Pure Land of
Eternally Quiescent Light.” The bell and drum represent the passing of
time, and their sounds warn us of the speed of impermanence and exhort
us to quickly cultivate. The purpose of the re-hanging of the Shurangama
Bell is to remind us that we must make use of our time to cultivate the
Way.

At lunch, Dharma Master Heng Chuan remarked that the Venerable
Master entered nirvana 15 years ago; why are there still so many
people coming? One of the reasons is that the atmosphere of the DRBA
monasteries is especially pure and spiritually nourishing. Also, the
Venerable Master’s talks have been translated into many languages and
are accessible and easy to understand while helping people to get rid
of their afflictions and end birth and death. He further advised everyone
to become long-term vegetarians and to put into practice the Six Great
Principles of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas: No fighting, no greed, no
seeking, no selfishness, no pursuit of personal advantage, and no lying.
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Dharma Master Heng Sure re a Burmese
cultivated many types of dharm g in the water. This n
Dharma Master Heng Sure what dharma he practiced. He answerec
Principles: carefully contemplating your mind and paying attent
all times to observe whether they are of fighting, greed, seeking
of personal advantage, and lying. The Venerable Mz -
personal cultivation, this is the most impo h

Dharma Master Heng Sure then provid aliforn
spends $212,000 on every prison inmate, | each s
in elementary school with the most basic educatiol alifornia spends
on each inmate is more than ten times that spent on ez udent. And why are they
inmates in the first place? It is because of fighting, greed, seeking, selfishness, pursuit
of personal advantage, and lying. Therefore, if everyone could practice the Six Great
Principles, it would be not just practical but economical and save the state of California
a lot of money.

Dharma Master Heng Yun pointed out that from the perspective of creating a Sangha
of the Proper Dharma in the West, the Venerable Master treated all of his disciples
of the fourfold assembly equally. There are no distinctions between senior and newer
laypeople who support the Dharma, and within the Sangha there aren't distinctions
based on wealth in DRBA monasteries. Men and women are clearly separate but can
also work together in an orderly, cordial, and harmonious way. The Master also set down
the procedures for ordination and precept transmission, so that after he passed away,
the Sangha could continue to hold the full ordination ceremony for leaving the home-
life in accord with the Dharma. The Master once said, the multitude is the highest — the
wisdom of the multitude is greater than that of the individual. That is why important
decisions at DRBA are made at meetings and with coordinators.

In commemoration of the 15th anniversary of the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua's
nirvana, DRBA held a special “Contest on the Venerable Master's Biography” that
afternoon. There were 8 teams and 24 participants. The competition was lively and
interesting, and deepened their understanding of the Venerable Master’s life.

For two days before the 15th anniversary of the Venerable Master’s nirvana, an
auspicious five-colored cloud appeared in the sky above CTTB for several hours. It was
still visible to visitors driving home that afternoon, who could clearly see the auspicious
colored clouds in the sky, filling everyone with Dharma joy.
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