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Visiting a Peaceful Village in Mexico
— Cherish What We Have and Share with Others

By Viveka Yeung, 11th grade / Translated into Chinese by Queenie Cheung
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Student Radhika Misri (left) teaching village children to
speak and write “Ni Hao” (Hello) in Chinese. £ 4 k4¥
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uring Spring Break in April this year, Developing Virtue

Secondary School joined a volunteer organization,
Corazon, and held a service trip to Mexico; there were ten girls
participating in total. Before going to Mexico, due to the recent
travel warnings, people might think that it is a place of violence
and drugs. However, after driving for more than a day, when we
arrived at the village of Valle de las Palmas, near the border city
of Tecate, we realized everything was not what we had expected.
The villagers were nice and friendly; they always had smiles on
their faces, and there was a harmonious atmosphere throughout
the whole village.

On the first day when we reached the Valle, we toured around.
Compared to Ukiah, the village was fairly undeveloped. There
are only two doctors, a kindergarten, an elementary school, and
a middle school in the village. Some students have to walk more
than an hour to reach their school. Moreover, electricity is not as
easily available in homes. In one of the homes we visited, we saw
that the washing machine does not fill with water automatically;
rather the family needs to pour water into the machine by hand.
After the tour, we went back to the community center that
Corazon had built and held activities with the village children,
who ranged in age from 4 to 15. They did not understand any
English, so, we could only use our body language and broken
Spanish to communicate with them. We had great fun teaching




R R - IS B2 B2 E G —
% o MRS IR E LT FIVEE - HAHEM
PI—ErEA —EDEIHAIATR © TR H AIEHE S
SR EASFHEAT -

HMELTH S —EEEY - SO —HFTa—(E

All the volunteers posing with the local city officials, who gave us
certificates of appreciation.
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them origami and playing group games and soccer together,
though they were far better at soccer than us. Despite the
language barriers, we taught them to say things like “Hello”
and “Goodbye” in Chinese, and some simple English words, as
part of a cultural exchange. Surprisingly, the children learned
fast and they actually loved gaining new knowledge. The
children were all well-behaved. They want to go to school;
they want to be educated, just like us. If we are able to
support the education of the children, I am sure that they
can have a bright future. Our school is currently trying to
raise funds to support them.

The other purpose of our trip was to build a bathroom
for a family that only had a pit toilet, which was the
mission we carried out on the second day. Most of the
building materials were old and used, so we needed to
take out all the nails that were hammered into the old
boards. After taking out the nails and collecting them for
reuse, we painted the boards and hammered them and the
planks together as the walls. Then, everyone helped to lift
the walls and put them up. After around seven hours of
hard work, we completed our task. Although we all felt
extremely hot and exhausted, the finished work gave us a
sense of success and satisfaction.

Last but not least, on the third day we had to paint a
house. I remembered the sun was up high and was brutally
shining on us. But that did not diminish our passion. Painting
two coats of paint on the house using rollers and brushes and
climbing up and down the ladder was not a relaxing job. After
four hours of painting, the house appeared fresh and new.

I learned something every moment and second throughout
the whole trip. I realized that nothing in this world is free; we
gain what we have. And, how much we pay is how much we
deserve to have at the end. Observing how the Mexicans live, I
learned to cherish what I have. In this world, not every single
person has enough to eat and wear; some don’t even have a
place to live in. They have a lot less than what they need and
we have more than enough, so why don’t we cherish and share?

Our students and Mexican volunteers posing in front of the bathroom
they built. KM LA F B2 BT ELELARFLENBENEE -
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