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Everyday everyone at the City of 10,000 Buddhas should ask himself or
herself, “Why have I come here? Whats my purpose?” You should really ask
yourself this. Don’t be lazy- respect yourself. When you really cultivate, you
do not need to show it to others. (June 19, 1992)

Regardless of what position we may have in the community, we must
always be good models for others. If we are truly cultivating, then the
longer we are here, the more humble we will become. It is important
that we go along with the assembly and not try to put on airs or
a special style. Everyday we should reflect on why we are here. We
should recite our vows and consider whether we are making progress
in making them a reality. Again, this is something only we can know.
Therefore, “self-honesty” is essential. If we are not true to ourselves,
then we only cheat ourselves. As Shakespeare said in Hamlet, “And
this above all: to thine own self be true. Then it must follow as the
night follows the day, one canst not then be false to any man.”

There is not a single place the size of a minutest particle where the
Buddha did not sacrifice his life for living beings while cultivating the
Bodhisattva Path, which he did for three great asamkhyeya kalpas. He
did what others could not do and endured what others could not endure.
“By purposely undergoing suffering and difficulty, one can become
outstanding.” (July 1, 1992) $0To be continued
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Taking Refuge on the Phone

thBER 1ER 201056 A 38 il

A talk by Bhikshuni Heng Hu on June 3, 2010

7k4E49| 343 Translated into English by Yu-Chung Chang

first visited The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas in 1986. There

were very few people living there and a lot of help was needed,
so I stayed and lived there for three months, working busily from
morning till night every day. Once during the sutra lecture after
evening recitation, a laywoman shared a true account of a miraculous
response that had just happened.

She had been suffering from a hunched back, and she asked the
Venerable Master, “Master, which holy name should I recite to cure
my hunched back?” The Master said, “You must recite the name of
Guanyin Bodhisattva sincerely.” From then on she recited the holy
name of Guanyin Bodhisattva very sincerely. Then one day she fell in
the kitchen and felt a severe pain. When she got back up, her hunch
was gone. Her back had straightened. She was cured!
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A few years later I met a laywoman in the Gold
Mountain Monastery to whom I related this
true story to encourage her to recite Guanyin
Bodhisattvas name more, explaining that
Venerable Master would imperceptibly help
us. To my surprise, she said, “The woman in
that story was me!” I was completely amazed to
experience such a coincidence.

I was then transferred to Gold Mountain
Monastery, where I stayed from 1992 to 1993.
One day while working at the counter I met a
laywoman from China who told me her name was
“Yi-Yan” (a transliteration in accordance with the
sound, the correct name could not be verified).
She had wanted to take refuge with Venerable
Master for a long time. However, after trying
several times she could not successfully do so.
She wanted to ask the Venerable Master whether
she could do so now. When the Venerable Master
called in, I described her situation and asked:
“Venerable Master, do you want to speak to her?”
To which he sternly replied: “Why should I?”

Hearing such a response from Venerable
Master, I thought to myself: "Did I say something
wrong? Why did he address me in such a stern
tone? Oh, thats right! The Venerable Master
does not scheme! If the Venerable Master took
the initiative to talk to her, he would appear to
be scheming.” I recognized my fault. At that
moment, the Venerable Master called again, and
I immediately reported to him in a different tone,
saying: "Master, there is one lay woman from
China, named “Yi-Yan”, who came and wanted
to take refuge with you many times but she did
not meet you. Now, she would like to talk to
you, could you please talk to her?" The Venerable
Master said, “Yes.”

On the phone, the Venerable Master asked for
her name, address, and age, and then, after giving
her a Dharma name, declared: “Well! You have
taken refuge.” Feeling very happy, she said, “My
wish has finally been fulfilled!” Later, Dharma
Master Chih came to Gold Mountain Monastery
and I told her about this. She was delighted, and
said, “This is the first time Shifu has given refuge
to someone over the phone. It is very special.”
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