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Protecting the City of the Dharma King:

A good disciple is not afraid of working.
3 No matter how much work there is, he would not flee.
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Excerpts from the lectures of the Venerable Master Hua during a 100-day Chan session
November 15, 1970 - April 11, 1971
SRR / 944 TL5F  Translated into English by Fulin Chang / Roger Kellerman

Neither Afraid of People Leaving Nor Afraid of Them Coming
Some people who work here become afraid when they have no bread or
vegetables to eat. Here we have three kinds of bitterness a day: bitter la-
bor, bitter tea and bitter food. If you have these three kinds of bitterness,
it is still bearable. However, now, while there is neither bitter tea to drink
nor bitter food to eat, there is still bitter labor to do.

Today I said to the workers, “Guo Di says that we have five years’ worth
of work here.” Guo Xian said, “Then I am going to leave first.” His
Dharma name is “Guo Xian” (“first”), so he was going to be the first to
flee. Guo Qian said, “Then I will follow right behind you!” I said, “Your
name is “Guo Qian” (“front”) so you can’t follow behind others! Don’t
run away; don't run away! We can finish the work within three months
and it will be complete before the summer class begins.” Finally, the two
of them calmed down. On hearing one sentence, they wanted to flee.
What if it really took five years; then what would happen? You tell me.
Everybody would flee. The reason that no one is now leaving after I said
three months is because they believe three months is a very short amount
of time. Today I bring to you some good news: before the summer class
begins, we will finish the work if it can be finished and if it cannot be
completed, we will stop. If you can manage to run away, just go; if not,
then don’t go! Someone says, “Shifu, I'll not go when all the others leave.
Even if it takes ten or twenty years, | will complete the work.” That is
the best disciple: one who isn’t afraid of work. No matter how much of a
workload he has, he will not leave.

I tell you today that other monasteries worry about people leaving,
but mine worries about people coming because I need to spend a great
amount of energy to teach and transform the newcomers. Someone asks,
“Why do you need to teach and transform these people?” The people I
educate are those that have affinity with me. I cannot teach those who do
not, but I am not the only one who cannot teach those I don’t have affin-
ity with. Even Shakyamuni Buddha does not have the ability to awaken
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those who have no affinity with him. Those persons are left to be en-
lightened by the Buddha’s disciples.

Furthermore, I am here to spread Buddhism. I am not afraid of peo-
ple leaving. Why do I say that I am not afraid of people leaving but
afraid of people coming? In fact, I do not worry about people com-
ing either. I previously mentioned that I was worried, but it’s just that
people coming takes more of my energy. If people come, I am not
afraid; if they leave, I am not concerned either. Coming and not com-
ing are the same, and leaving and not leaving are the same. Why? It is
because the whole Dharma Realm is mine. Wherever a person goes, he
is still within the Dharma Realm. If he has the ability to escape beyond
this Dharma Realm, then he has really “left”; but if he does not then
he has not escaped. It’s like the monkey king who could travel a dis-
tance of 108,000 /7 with a single somersault, but no matter how many
times he somersaulted, he remained trapped within the Buddha’s palm.
Similarly, Guo Tong used to come and go frequently, but now for no
explicable reason, he seems to be glued here and cannot leave.

Come and go as you like. I will not ask you to stay if you want to
leave, and I will not refuse you if you want to come back. In cultiva-
tion, whoever cultivates gains, whoever doesn’t cultivate doesn’t gain.
Personal connections play no part in this process. Depending on their
personal wishes, those who want to cultivate shall cultivate and those
who don't shall not. The same applies to working here: Work more if it
pleases you, and rest if it does not.

Existing until the End of Time

Working is a necessity in establishing a monastery. By working for
Buddhism, one accumulates merit and virtue, which is infinite and
exists until the end of time. This is a fact everyone should know. In
general, some people work for themselves and some people work for
others, while some work for Buddhism. To work for oneself is to work
for a human being, to earn money for oneself. Working for others is
voluntarily helping others. For example, when I was in northeastern
China, there was a filial son named You, who after fulfilling his last du-
ties as a son, voluntarily worked for those in need. Some people with a
similar vision teamed up with him to work for others. No matter what
the nature of the work, they accepted no money. This is an example of
working for human beings. There is also working for Buddhism, which
includes working as a volunteer to establish monasteries.

All of the above are considered work. However, their consequences
are different. Those who work for themselves can only sustain their
own living life after life. Those who work for others will be popular and
have great affinities with those around them life after life. Those who
work for Buddhism will certainly attain Buddhahood, so to work for
Buddhism is different from other kinds of work. Since now we are all
working for Buddhism, we will all attain Buddhahood in the future.

Our ultimate wish is to become a Buddha.
52To be continued
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