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The Analects of Confucius

%4t _E A% Lectures by Venerable Master Hua

Translated into English by Yong Wei Kwong and Liew Yen Chong
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Chapter 2: To Govern

16 Govern talks about how an official should conduct himself. This
set of discussions, which belongs to the second chapter of The
Analects, investigates the ways of being a good government official
and is therefore entitled accordingly as “ F5EL” (wéi zhéng).

(1) The Master said, “To govern with virtue is to be like the
North Star, which remains in its position while the myriad stars
revolve around it.”

The first chapter “To Learn” talks about the need for studying and
learning. The following text is the second chapter “To Govern,”
and it discusses issues related to governing a country and managing
the affairs of state.

The Master said, “To govern with virtue.” If you want to
engage in the administration of state affairs, then you should
conduct yourself in a virtuous manner. The phrase “LUE” (yi dé)
means ‘to make use of one’s virtuous conduct’ and in this way, you
are like the North Star. You will be similar to the North Star, or
Polaris, which is situated in the northeast corner of the Big Dipper
constellation.

Which remains in its position. It occupies the central position.
While the myriad stars revolve around it. Here, the character
“I7 is the same as “Ht” (gong) as in “HEf”, which means ‘to
surround.” When you possess virtuous conduct, everyone respects
and admires you. Another name for the North Star is ‘Purple Star,’
which is the celestial body representing the emperor of China. As
leader of the stars, the North Star appears stationary in space while
the myriad stars revolve around it. All the other stars seem to gather
together to pay obeisance and bow their heads to it.

You should not lose the respect of the people. If you, as a

JurLy 2010 Vajra BopHI SEA 21

Ne

aw
Qe

uley ewseyq yjel ewsdeyq



He

Anwy
ol

- ~y
= e

uley eweyq YjelL ewieyqg

W 20 RHRBERE > EEE%S E o K
GATMARVESME$E - AR 1THY | FTbE T
REBLAE, > TREEZ, -

PREGZAVE LENSE T — (B ! A8 "L
F o WHAE LEIRYE TEE L 0 TIBR L ER
pkTHER L R o IRPIEERYE LA
RAEEMEFZHEN  AEBIEE LZ T
Eb, #tE "k, T ARV E TdEL 0 TERA
radb, By TIEL e

(Z) FB-F=8- - —SlUlEc - B - BE
0 -

"TH:IFZ=Z"H > —sM0lkz. B (F
&) E- A=K E "5, 0 e (5
&) -

(F78E) 2= el A A EE - R
b BRCUEAVIER © AR > SR L2
B ARE— S {EEKH - WEHVEETRR - BiacfE
AR - S ABREHE - REER > ATl
EH=HR -

A=K AT LEE R - 2
B ER T ? B — (BRI A ? il
AHRF: T L HY AL » B (FF) - AZKEE
RERARE - HET TIHE - & A

ERIENIPELAZET ~MET - T EE -
2, o Ed (1Eie) ~ (FEED) C BREALTHE
Y -

HA-HR BNz,  A—HEE

BAEIET 5 e o Bt TEERET L c EERE
THEE? TH, B AR o FLTER
TR 2 TR ¢ RO R L
B - AEFEAEEITHER - ZEIE
KEHY - FEIESLHYHTAR o A TR TR LG A
B > OB EEE - EEE - (RAEEEA
&l | FrLAER RS, -

Wik - ZREE RIRBRY 7 EGE > IR
FIREE _EEskel b AR LA £ T2
Y > AR —{E— e 22k EFRAYER - 3
HYER - RIS NFILA (TR ELER - i a] DA
b #WEEET > RMEREEN - ASEHH
CHVAEN > SEHNIATE#EE R A
(L - #R ] LUE HHY -

{54

government official, are only concerned about being greedy for
wealth, accepting bribes and extorting money out of the commoners
as if you are squeezing oil out of them, that is totally unacceptable!
Therefore, by governing with virtue, the myriad stars will revolve
around you.

Professor Chen’s book has a typographical error. The character
“d” (béi) has been printed as “[LL” (bi). If any of your books
contains this error, do not be mistaken and accept it as “[LJR.”
That is not right. It should be “1[” (b&i), meaning “north.”

(2) The Master said, “The Poems comprise three hundred

pieces that, in a single phrase, can be collectively described as
‘thoughts untainted.””

The Master said, “The Poems comprise 300 pieces.” Here,
Poems refers to the Book of Songs, which contains 300 poems. By
reading this classic, one may get an idea of the cultural standards of
the customs and habits in ancient China. In that era, the common
folk composed lyrics that were sung to the accompaniment of
music and these had the effect of tempering people’s moods,
imbuing them with joy and happiness. These 300 pieces provide
a descriptive account of the norms and customs characteristic of
fifteen feudal states. Originally, there were more than 300 such
songs. When Confucius edited the Book of Songs and Book of
History, he expunged those that were decadent and of no value.
Thereafter, he standardized the Book of Rites and the Book of Music.
All these revisions were made by Confucius.

The 300 poems, in a single phrase, can be collectively
described. The phrase “jfz2” (bi zhi) means “encompass.” Just
one sentence can encompass all of them. The verb “H” (yug)
means “says.” What is this sentence? It is ‘thoughts untainted.’
Refrain from harboring filthy and mind-polluting thoughts such as
those concerning love and romance! Instead, think only about what
is proper. This is what thoughts untainted means.

Most of the time, I deliver my lectures in a way that is simple and
easy to understand. We practice democracy and you are at liberty to
decide whether you want to listen or not. I am not forcing anyone
to come and attend my lectures. If you feel that the subject matter
is not interesting, then you need not attend. This is the way to do it
because we must allow everyone the freedom to decide for himself.
If you have to settle personal matters, attend to other people, or are
simply not interested in the things that I talk about, then you may
do as you wish.

0 To be continued
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