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Events in the Life of the Venerable Master: The China Period
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A New Edition (in Chinese) by the Committee for the
Publication of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography
#kAL 37% Translated into English by Yao Min

5. The Reason for Bowing

When the Master was 12 years old, he realized his mistakes and
bowed to his parents every day to show his remorse. He kept
increasing the number of bows until he was bowing 837 times
every morning and every evening while his parents were alive.
After his mother’s death, he lived in a hut beside her grave in
mourning. Using his own behavior as an example, he taught
others. Parents are living Buddhas in the home. Being filial to
one’s parents is the basic teaching of the Buddha.

As told by the Venerable Master:

1. After reflecting and repenting, I bowed to my parents

I liked good food when I was a kid. If someone had something
delicious, no matter if it was at home or outside, he had to
share it with me or I wouldnt let him go. When I was 11 or 12
years old, I wondered: How can I be so naughty and disobedient?
It is meaningless to live such a life. I am not filial to my parents.
I became aware that everything I had done before was wrong.
So I changed my behavior at the age of 12 and followed good
examples. At that time, I didn’t know the Buddha’s teachings,
such as “do no evil, do good deeds.” Though I didn’t know much
about Buddhism, I began to follow the teachings.

If I wanted to be a good person, I thought I should start
respecting my parents. So I bowed to them and admitted my
wrongdoings. They said, “Today is not New Year’s Day; why
are you bowing to us?” In northern China, it is traditional for
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children to bow to their parents on New Year’s Day and wish
them good fortune. I replied, “For the 12 years since I was
born, I have caused you nothing but trouble. Yet, you never
reprimanded me or said anything. I feel really remorseful.” My
father cried, but I said, “Please dont cry. From now on, I will
change my bad habits and bow to you every day to show my
remorse. I won't be unfilial to you any more.” My father said,
“You don’t have to bow as long as you listen to us. We'll feel
uncomfortable if you bow to us every day.”

I thought since ordinary people did not bow to their parents
every day, my parents certainly would not let me do it. “What
should I do?” I asked myself and finally came up with an
expedient method which was to tell a lie. I told them, “I had a
dream last night in which a Buddha or a Bodhisattva told me that
my offenses were very heavy and I would die soon if I didnt bow
every day to my parents. I don’t believe the dream, but I'm afraid
to die.” My parents couldnt refuse me. They said, “Okay. It’s
up to you.” So I continued bowing to them. They thought, “4
person always says something nice when he is dying. Maybe our son
will die soon.” Every time I bowed to them, they cried. To keep
them from being so sad, I changed to bowing in the courtyard.

2. Increasing the number of bows with no fear of hardship
After bowing for some time, I had this thought: 7his isn’t enough.
In this world, I am blessed with the sky, the earth, the king, my
parents, and my [future] teacher. The sky covers me and the earth
supports me. I should respect them. The king is the leader of our
country, and 1 should also respect him. My parents deserve my
respect. Though I hadnt met my teacher yet, I knew that I would
one day, so I should respect him also. So 1 bowed three times each
to the sky, the earth, the king, my father, my mother and my
teacher, respectively.

After some time, I still felt this was not enough. I heard that
sages were born with wisdom, so I bowed to all the sages in the
world. Later, I added good people, loyal officials, filial people,
great people, great philosophers, and chaste men and women
to my list. They influenced me not to do anything bad, but to
do good things--to become a man with integrity. I bowed to
thank them all. Then I thought: What about bad people? So 1
bowed to them as well. Normal people bow to the Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas, but I was foolish. I felt sorry for bad people.
They would transmigrate over and over in the Six Paths, moving
farther and farther away from the Buddhist Path. So I transferred
my merit to them, hoping they would correct their wrongdoings
and become good.

$2'To be continued
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