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2-#3,1% 3% Translated into English by Alfie Lew

Feng Jing, who lived in Jiangxia (Wuchang City of Hubei Province) dur-
ing the Northern Song Dynasty, was upright in nature, highly intelligent,
and had a photographic memory. After taking the three civil examina-
tions in which he won first place he still had not married. The powerful
and noble Zhang Yaozhuo wished to offer him his daughter’s hand in
marriage and enticed him with a rich dowry, but Jing was not moved. He
did not approve of the new laws made by Prime Minister Wang Anshi and
would not submit to his power. He was so straightforward and unbiased
an official that he rivaled his father in virtue.

In the prime of his life, Jing’s father still had no son, so Jing’s mother
urged her husband to take a second wife to continue the family line. His
father went to the capital to find a mate at the market. When he asked
the girl he found there why she was being sold, she wept and said, “I am
being sold to get my father out of debt.” Feeling empathy for her, Jing’s
father sent her home, without demanding his money back.

After he got home, his wife asked, “Where is your second wife?” He
told her what had happened. His wife exclaimed delightedly: “With such
good intentions, why worry that you will have no son?” Several months
later, his wife became pregnant. When Jing was born, the people of the
village heard celestial music in the sky, and a heavenly voice said, “The
one who will take first place in a future national examination is being
sent to the Feng’s.” And so Jing was born. In the Book of Changes it is
said: “A family that performs many good deeds will be blessed with an
abundance of good fortune. A family that does many evil deeds will suffer
from every form of calamity.”

Commentary:

Today we will talk about Feng Jing. Feng Jing was born as a result of his
father’s many good deeds. He lived in the countryside during the Northern
Song Dynasty, in Wuchang, Hebei Province. He was born with a straightfor-
ward nature and did not do crooked things. He was also born with an intel-
ligent and wise mind. When studying, what he read once, he could memorize
later. Since he was so clever, when he went to take the governmental exams,
he placed first on the local, state, and national levels. When he was named the
foremost scholar in the country, a powerful and influential man named Zhang
Yaozhuo wanted him to marry his daughter. Feng Jing hadn’t yet married
because he had spent all of his time studying. So Zhang Yaozhuo sent him a
dowry of rare and valuable objects, to entice him with these riches. However,
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Feng Jing was not moved and did not pay any attention to this wealth.
He did not approve of the reforms then being made by Wang Anshi and
refused to support them. He was not cowed by wealth and power, so we
can see that he had his own principles and his own point of view. How was
he able to do this?

It was because Feng Jings father was willing to do good. Although mid-
dle-aged, he did not have a son to continue the Feng family line, so Feng
Jing’s mother advised her husband to wed a second wife, in order to contin-
ue the family line. Feng Jing’s father then went to the capital to search for
a second wife and found a girl who was willing to sell herself, so he bought
her. Then he asked her why she was willing to sell herself. She answered
that her father owed a lot of money and now that she had sold herself they
could repay the loan. When Feng Jings father heard the girl’s story, he told
her to go back. So she went back with his money to repay her father’s debt.

This action increased his virtue. When he returned home, his wife asked
him, “I advised you to acquire a second wife; have you brought one back?”
Then Feng Jing’s father told her that he met a girl who was going to sell
herself to repay her father’s debt, and he pitied her and sent her home with
the money that he was going to buy her with. His wife said, “Sir, with a
heart such as yours, why worry that you have no son?” In ancient times
women addressed their husbands as “Sir”. His wife said that with such
kindness, you will certainly have a son in the future. Not long after this
conversation, his wife became pregnant. On the day she was about to give
birth, all the local people heard the sound of thunder and rain. A baby was
sent down from the sky, and a voice from the heavens pronounced: “Today
the royal scholastic champion has been delivered to the Feng family!” This
was heard by many people. Not long after, Feng Jing was born.

His birth proved what is said in the Book of Changes (Yijing): “Those
families that accumulate goodness will surely have many blessings and
those that accumulate evil will surely have many misfortunes.” So we must
do things according to the Buddha’s precepts, refrain from doing evil, and
do as much the good as we possibly can. Then, having not lived in this
world in vain, we still have hope. Feng Jing is an example of this.

Praise:

Feng Jing of Hubei:

Vast in resolve and clear in spirit.

Never forgetting what passed before his eyes,

He was honored and respected by ghosts and humans.
Not yielding to influential figures,

He endured with great tolerance.

Loyal to the emperor and grateful to the country,

He shines in ancient and modern times.

Commentary:

Feng Jing of Hubei, vast in resolve and clear in spirit. Feng Jing of Hu-
bei had great aspirations and a pure spirit. Never forgetting what passed
before his eyes, he was honored and respected by ghosts and humans.
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When studying, he could memorize what he had only read once. Even the
ghosts respected him, and people admired him as well for his intelligence.
Not yielding to influential figures, he endured with great tolerance. He
did not yield to power and nobility and although nobles and people in pow-
er wanted to allure him, he did not yield to them. Loyal to the emperor
and grateful to the country, / He shines in ancient and modern times.
He was magnanimous and loyal to his ruler and country; his spirit shines
through the past and present.

Another Verse:
An honest and upright official of natural intelligence,
Not intimidated by power, he governed with humaneness.
Carrying out work of lasting kindness,
Bringing prosperity to the country and benefit to the citizens,
his merit and virtue were profound.
With righteousness, he rescued people from poverty
And practiced frugality to help the suffering poor.
The father practiced hidden virtue, and the son was loyal and filial.
For his good deeds, he was rewarded with a happy family.

Commentary:

Another verse says: An honest and upright official of natural intelli-
gence. Blessed with intelligence, he was an upright subject. He was both
upright and intelligent. Not intimidated by power, he governed with
humaneness. Not afraid of power and nobility, when he governed with
humaneness, his policy was to use kindness and humaneness to teach and
transform people.

Carrying out work of lasting kindness, he contributed and achieved for
the country; his benefaction to the people is far-reaching. Bringing pros-
perity to the country and benefit to the citizens, his merit and virtue
were profound. He worked to make the country prosperous and benefited
the citizens; thus his virtue was profound.

With righteousness, he rescued people from poverty. He treated all
matters with fairness and justice, working to relieve poverty and hardship.
And practiced frugality to help the suffering poor. He was frugal with
his own needs, conserving on everything, but generous in helping the poor
with his savings.

The father practiced hidden virtue, and the son was loyal and filial.
Because the father had kind intentions, he fulfilled the wishes of many and
helped others; he bought a girl and sent her back. For his good deeds, he
was rewarded with a happy family. Such good deeds by his father were
repaid, for heaven rewarded him with a son who would take the first place in
the Royal Palace Scholastic Examination. It could be said that this dismissed
all worries and sadness, and brought joy to the whole family. Therefore, it
is said in the Y7jing, “Those families that accumulate goodness will surely
have many blessings and those that accumulate evil will surely have many
misfortunes.” This is a very accurate theory.
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