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Proper Dharma Seal
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THE DHARMA FLOWER SUTRA WITH COMMENTARY

[$3lnigsd++]

&4tk A% Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
MREE Z 1204k Translated by the International Translation Institute
%278 Revised Version

Sutra:

“Again, Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas to the number of dust motes in
two thousand middle-sized lands were enabled to turn the pure
Dharma wheel.

“Again, Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas to the number of dust motes in a

thousand minor-sized lands were destined to gain anuttara-samyak-
g Ly
sambodhi after eight lifetimes.
g

“Again, Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas to the number of dust motes in
four sets of four continents were destined to gain anuttara-samyak-
sambodhi after four lifetimes.

“Again, Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas to the number of dust motes in
three sets of four continents were destined to gain anuttara-samyak-
sambodhi after three lifetimes.

“Again, Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas to the number of dust motes in
two sets of four continents were destined to gain anuttara-samyak-

g Ly
sambodhi after two lifetimes.

“Again, Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas to the number of dust motes in
one set of four continents were destined to gain anuttara-samyak-

g Ly
sambodhi after a single lifetime.

“Again, living beings to the number of dust motes in eight world
systems all brought forth the resolve for anuttara-samyak-sambodhi.”

Commentary:

Here in the Buddhist Lecture Hall we are turning the irreversible
Dharma-wheel. So you shouldnt retreat. If you retreat, you end up
turning a reversible Dharma-wheel.

Here, we stay busy in the ways that we can as ordinary people, turning
the irreversible Dharma wheel, while at the same time we learn from
the Sutra how to turn the irreversible Dharma wheel the way the Great
Bodhisattvas do. We aren’t actually doing it professionally yet. You should
understand this clearly.
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Again, Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas to the number of dust motes in two
thousand middle-sized lands were enabled to turn the Pure Dharma-
wheel. “Two thousand middle-lands” means the above definition squared,
not cubed. The Pure Dharma-wheel is the Wonderful Dharma.

Again, Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas to the number of dust motes in a
thousand minor-sized lands—meaning there are a thousand Mount Sumerus,
a thousand suns and moons, and a thousand set of four continents—were
destined to gain anuttara-samyak-sambodhi after eight lifetimes. These
are Bodhisattvas of the Fourth Ground who must wait eight lifetimes [Fifth
Ground, Sixth Ground, Seventh Ground, Eighth Ground, Ninth Ground,
Tenth Ground, Equal Enlightenment, Wonderful Enlightenment] to reach
Buddhahood.

Again, Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas to the number of dust motes in four
sets of four continents were destined to gain anuttara-samyak-sambodhi
after four lifetimes. These are Eighth Ground Bodhisattvas, as many as
the dust motes in four sets of four continents, who must go through four
lifetimes [Ninth Ground, Tenth Ground, Equal Enlightenment, Wonderful
Enlightenment] to attain the fruition level of the Buddha. “Four sets of four
continents” would include four Mount Sumerus, four suns, four moons, and
four sets of four continents—that is, four world systems.

Again, Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas to the number of dust motes in three
sets of four continents were destined to gain anuttara-samyak-sambodhi
after three lifetimes. Here the number is composed of the dust motes in
three world systems, meaning three Mount Sumerus, three suns, three moons,
and three sets of four continents. These great Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas of
the Ninth Ground must go through three lifetimes [Tenth Ground, Equal
Enlightenment, Wonderful Enlightenment] until attaining the unsurpassed,
proper enlightenment.

Again, Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas to the number of dust motes in two
sets of four continents were destined to gain anuttara-samyak-sambodhi
after two lifetimes. These are Tenth Ground great Bodhisattvas as many as the
dust motes in two sets of four continents. The number is two world systems,
two Mount Sumerus, two suns, two moons, and two sets of four continents.
From the Tenth Ground, they must go through two more lifetimes [Equal
Enlightenment, Wonderful Enlightenment] before attaining the unsurpassed,
proper enlightenment.

Again, Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas to the number of dust motes in one set
of four continents were destined to gain anuttara-samyak-sambodhi after
a single lifetime. These are Bodhisattvas at the level of Equal Enlightenment
who must go through the fruition stage of one lifetime to have the unsurpassed,
proper enlightenment of the Buddhas.

Again, living beings to the number of dust motes in eight world
systems all brought forth the resolve for anuttara-samyak-sambodhi.
“Eight world systems” includes eight Mount Sumerus, eight suns, eight
moons, and eight sets of four continents. These beings brought forth the
resolve to attain Buddhahood.

s>To be continued



