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of wise advice helped him a lot. The seniors this year are
Alex Aw, Chris Yiu, Andrew Ha, Wilson Yung, Joseph
Zhu, Jackie Ho, Alex Lee, Raymond Huynh, Victor
Lin, Brian Chan, and Robert Hii.

The following are some words from a couple of the

' graduates:

1. Alex Aw

I'm from Malaysia. When I came to this school four
years ago, I was an ignorant child. I had had a few
mischievous friends under whose influence I changed
from an obedient child to a mischievous one. In school,
I had completely lost interest in my studies and only
fooled around with my friends. All I did in my daily life
was either play on the computer or watch television.

Later, my parents found this school and decided to
send me here. At that time, I had never left my country
and was eager to explore the world, so I agreed to try this school out.
Through the limitation of computer usage, only watching a movie once a
week, and the division of boys and girls, I have significantly improved my
grades. In such a wonderful and distraction-free environment, I came to
realize the importance of study and to value it. My interest in computers
has also slowly decreased.

This school year, I also try to take care of little kids. I was able to learn
something from this job, which is “patience.” These unruly children are a
load of trouble for those who take care of them. After taking care of these
children for a little while, I became bad-tempered. However, I will not
explode at them because I always remind myself to be patient and be a good
model in front of younger ones.

I consider myself lucky because this is my first year to take care of little
children and also my last year. Sometimes in these mischievous kids, I see
my old self. Right now, I have a little taste of how my parents felt when they
took care of my siblings and me. I admire them because they have raised us
with their own hands. No matter how troublesome we are, they still have
the patience to guide us. So I will take this opportunity to thank my parents

for what they have done for me.

2. Andrew Ha

I have been in this school for five years
of my life and I believe that every day
brings a new experience. I started to
attend the Developing Virtue Boys
School while I was in 8th grade. When
I started to live in CTTB, I faced a
difficulty: my parents were no longer
by my side telling me what was right
or what was wrong. Since my parents
were not here, I knew that I needed to

grow up and mature.
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he 28th Annual Commencement Ceremonies of the Boys

and Girls Divisions of Developing Virtue Secondary School
featured the largest number of graduates in the school’s history.
The Girls Division Commencement was held at Wonderful Words
Hall at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 10, 2010. The hall was packed
with an estimated audience of 200 people consisting of families
and friends of the graduates, teachers, classmates, and alumni.
There was one sixth grade graduate, 12 eighth grade graduates,
and 11 seniors graduating. Dr. Raymond Yeh, as the representative
of the DRBA Board of Education, shared inspirational stories from
people such as Coach John Wooden and Mother Theresa. Mr.
James Field represented the teachers in encouraging the graduates,
saying, “Remember that you must cultivate that seed of goodness
within you, that it might grow, and thrive and blossom.... Our
hurting world needs your great compassion, strength, hope and
spirit.” Jessica Fong, who graduated the year before, spoke on
behalf of the alumni and shared three reasons the seniors should
appreciate their

§ cxperiences  at
CTTB. Four
proud  parents,

Mr. Smith-Ferri,

Mr. Pegan,
{ Ms. Misri and
y Mr. Antalek

gave  speeches
in' honor of
their daughters’
graduation,

< Continued
on page48
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and then, each senior spoke briefly. The seniors this year are Solene Dam,
Wei Yu Chan, Ilena Pegan, Daniella Antalek, Joanne Phua, Rachael Smith-
Ferri, Ruey Min Chu, Mei Yee Sin, Radhika Misri, and Shen En Lee. Their
speeches were positive, appreciative, and creative — including a touch of
music, poetry, and humor. This year’s graduation also featured simultaneous
Chinese interpretation, through headsets, of all the speeches. After all the
students gathered in front of the stage to sing a farewell song to the seniors
in Chinese and English, the ceremony ended with the seniors singing a song
composed especially for graduation by Ilena Pegan.

The Boys’ Commencement Ceremony was held in the Confucius Hall at
2:00 p.m. on Friday, June 11th, 2010. Over 100 teachers, students, parents,
and guests of Instilling Goodness and Developing Virtue Boys™ School,
attended this event. This year, there are total of 11 graduates; this is the
largest graduating class since the school was first started. The principal, Mr.
Bostick, congratulated these students for successfully graduating from the
Developing Virtue Boys School, which was established by the Venerable
Master as an education based on virtue and character. For the seven years
that Mr. Bostick has taken the role of principal, he has helped the school to
become accredited by WASC (Western Association of Schools and Colleges)
and pass the midterm review this year, thus allowing the graduates to apply
for all universities and colleges in the United States without any obstacles.

Ajahn Amaro, a monk from the Theravadan Abhayagiri Monastery, was
invited to give a
special speech,
and he used the
topics of precepts,

‘fm%g; (oudiess

samadhi, and
wisdom to
encourage the

seniors to enrich
virtue, conduct,
and wisdom. He
also said that in
1992, he asked
. the Venerable

Master how to

overcome the
difficulties he met
in the Sangha.
The  Venerable
Master  replied
that he needed to
~ be a “living-dead
| person”; this piece
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There was one difficulty that I will
never forget, and that happened in 2006
a month before graduation. My older
fellow student who was a good friend of
mine was in serious trouble for breaking
certain school rules. At that time I
knew about the wrong things he was
doing but I was too afraid to confront
him and tell him what he was doing
was wrong. That cost him his diploma
and his scholarship to college. I was also close to getting into big trouble
for knowing what he did and not telling the teachers, but fortunately the
teachers forgave me without punishment. I was devastated by the event but
from then on I knew that I needed to learn to confront people.

The next major difficulty I faced was when I was in 11th grade. I broke
the dorm rule of bringing an iPod and that had major consequences. I was
kicked out of all extracurricular activities for the whole semester and had to
do community service every day after school. I also lost the trust of various
teachers and was in no position to be a leader.

When the teachers told me of my punishment, I was shocked; I knew I
had done something wrong, but was it that bad? I was mad at the school
for a month or so until I realized the severity of my mistake. At that time
I was a big influence in the dorm and my actions were watched constantly
by teachers but that was not the big deal; it was the students. I was being
a bad role model to the younger and older students which was the biggest
mistake.

The point of our school is not just about studies; it’s about the person
you become in the future. You could be a smart student but don’t know
how to be a good person. From this particular experience I learned that
I sometimes need to step back and reflect upon my actions. Even if I
did nothing wrong, I still step back and contemplate my actions. These
experiences have changed me to become a more mature person.




