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Instilling Goodness Students Awarded in the
Eighth Annual UkiaHaiku Festival
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Compiled by Le Shui / Translated into Chinese by Min Zhang, Ph.D.

Hong Xiang Bai (center) and parents
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n Sunday, April 18, students of Instilling Goodness
School participated and won awards in the Eighth
Annual UkiaHaiku Festival. Hong Xiang Bai won first place in
Youth Grades 7-9, All Topics; Emma Barash won second place
in Children, K-6th Grade, About Ukiah; Alejandro Gracia
won third place in Children, K-6th Grade, About Ukiah;
Miguel Gracia and Laura Green won Honorable Mention.
According to reporter Monica Stark of the Ukiah Daily
Journal: “Sunday’s festival has grown from having 300 local
entries in 2001 to 2,362 this year, spanning 10 states, eight
countries and four continents. Twenty schools participated,
16 of which came from Mendocino County and four from
Sonoma County."
"It’s easy for people to look down on haiku because they’re
so short," said Jane Reichhold, for whom the award in the
only international category is named: the Jane Reichhold
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International Prize. "But I see haiku — the ones that made it
into this book, and the ones that didn’t, as many more did not
make it in — as a witness to the moment lived by writing down
our experiences of that moment of when it was reported. That
is reflecting what life is like on this planet — by collecting and
honoring these reports." Addressing the audience and the City
of Ukiah, Reichhold said with this festival and the winning
entries booklet: "You are doing sacred work."
The following are the winning entries of our students:

Youth, 7-9th Grades, All Topics

FIRST PLACE — Hong Xiang Bai
a freezing mountain

camping outside while cooking
the smell of hot soup

Children, K-6th Grade, About Ukiah

SECOND PLACE — Emma Barash
Mendocino Lake

I throw two waiting ducks bread
ripples on water

THIRD PLACE — Alejandro Gracia,
fields of black grape vines

stretching from highway to hill

wild spring flowers bloom

HONORABLE MENTION - Miguel Gracia
stepping on grass

smelling peacock poop

nose wrinkling

HONORABLE MENTION - Alejandro Gracia
Chinese lanterns
swaying with the breeze

good luck!

HONORABLE MENTION — Laura Green
a grey clouded sky

rain falls on umbrellas

Ukiah winter
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