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REFLECTION IN THE WATER-MIRROR:
TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY

Wa ng Pou (Continued)

TN EAN#HEA198847 A 160 Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on July 16, 1988
W ¥E 7k 37% Translated into English by Bhikshu Jin Yong

Another verse:
With no animosity between the government and the populace,
people live in harmony.
When the foundation is established,
the Way comes and peace abides in the world.
Carefully attending to the funeral rites,
tracing the memory of his ancestors, he was deeply virtuous.
By repaying kindness and serving one’s parents,
one ensures prosperity for hundreds of generations.
Wang Pou’s transforming of social trends
was reminiscent of Yao and Shun.
He educated others by encouraging what is wholesome,
extolling the Greatly Accomplished One.
If everyone in the world would be like this,

wars would cease and armies could retire.

Commentary:

Another verse says: With no animosity between the government and the
populace, people live in harmony. This is from the Classic on Filiality. In
the Classic on Filiality, Confucius, in a dialogue with Zengzi, says, “Past
rulers had the utmost virtue and the essential principles; if there is no re-
sentment between the ruler and his subordinates, then the people will be
in harmony, do you understand the principles?” The common people won’t
fight with one another anymore. With utmost virtue and the essential prin-
ciples, there is peace in the world.

When the foundation is established, the Way comes and peace abides
in the world. If you advocate filiality, then people will know to be filial and
naturally will not be willing to go to war. If people aren’t willing to go to
war, then there will be less blood drawn and that fewer lives taken. So, this
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is connected to the world.

Carefully attending to the funeral rites, tracing the memory of his an-
cestors, he was deeply virtuous. People make offerings to their ancestors,
take care of their funerals, and remember them after their deaths. This kind of
custom causes us to have strong virtue and magnanimous minds.

By repaying kindness and serving one’s parents, one ensures prosperity
for hundreds of generations. Repaying the kindness of your parents, and
serving your parents good food cause your family to prosper for hundreds of
generations. If all people could be filial, then there will never be decline in the
world, only prosperity. Wang Bao was exceptional because of the extent of his
filiality. You can also say that he had a pure and good heart.

Wang Bao’s transforming of social trends was reminiscent of Yao and
Shun. He used this method to teach the young people to change the custom
and trends. The general morale became good. Everyone extolled Yao and
Shun indicating that was a great period in time.

He educated others by encouraging what is wholesome, extolling the
Greatly Accomplished One. He taught all of the youths to be good and useful
people, to change the atmosphere of society so that people no longer take drugs,
abuse their parents, or do any of these social ills. “Extolling the Greatly Accom-
plished One” refers to praising the teachings of Confucius. All sages have their
teachings, and Confucius had the collective merit of all the sages™ teachings.

If everyone in the world would be like this, if all of the people in
the world were like Wang Pou and had his pure heart, this kind of foolish
sincer-ity, and this kind of sincere and unchanging resolution, then wars
would forever cease and armies could retire.

Naturally, the world would have no more wars, and armies could retire.
Weapons would be put away, and war-horses would be set free to graze in the
mountains. There would no longer be a weapons race, nor the policy of valu-
ing national defense above everything else. Now, all people and all countries
are deluded in that they put the cart in front of the horse. They fail to do what
they should do, and they are fighting to do what they should not do. What
does it mean to put the cart in front of the horse? All of the countries in the
world should put education as their highest priority, their most critical matter.
They should give lowest priority to weapons development and the buildup of
national defense.

If all people truly knew how to be good human beings, then there would
naturally not be any wars. It is because people don’t know how to be good
human beings that they want to kill one another and take one another’s land.
Where do these bad habits come from? These bad habits come from our
thoughts of greed. If you do not have intentions of fighting, then there will be
no wars. If you do not have thoughts of greed, then you will get along peace-
fully with others. If you do not seek, then you will not harm others to benefit
yourself. If you are not selfish, then you will be just and incorruptible. If you
do not pursue personal advantage, then you will benefit others. If you can do
all of this, then because you do not fight, are not greedy, do not seek, are not
selfish, and do not pursue personal advantage, when no matter what the situ-
ation, you will naturally not lie to benefit yourself.
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