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Adapted from the article “Music for the Mothers” by Monica Stark
on May 10, 2010, in the Ukiah Daily Journal
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n May 9th, students of the Instilling Goodness/Developing Virtue Schools at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas per-
formed a concert of traditional Chinese folk music which they dedicated to their mothers. Spanning various dynasties,
the music was heard by about 100 people including families and friends.

DM Jin Fan opened the program with a talk, saying, “I hope all people will change their faults and go towards the good,
bringing happiness to their parents. Let us be filial not only to our own mothers, but to all the mothers in the world: May
they be healthy and long-lived!”

The Mother’s Day performance is an opportunity for the students to show their families and friends everything that they
have learned from their music classes. There were performances by the high school and elementary orchestras as well as solo
acts. This year the school has a musicianship class in which students have learned how to conduct the orchestra as well as
perform solos and quartets.

This year’s recital featured a guzheng solo by teacher Wenyi Guan, who taught music in Beijing, China for 36 years and
performed with 100 of her students on the Great Wall as the 2008 Olympic torch was carried along on its way to the open-

ing ceremonies.




