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£ EZ X ByYCLiang
%R % 3x3% Translated into English by Joanne Phua

€C T ut propagating the Dharma to westerners is not an easy task.

Master Hua once said it was tantamount to a rooster laying eggs,
as difficult as the sun rising from the west. Therefore, great patience is
required in teaching westerners. Master Hua used Venerable Master Hsu
Yun’s moral framework to touch and transform us. In the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas, when we bow to patriarchs during the morning
ceremony, we always bow to Venerable Master Hsu Yun first. We do this
every morning, and I feel the need to accept Master Hsu Yun’s concept
of how to live a good life and become a Buddha. Overseas, we view
Master Hsu Yun as our role model. His contribution to the Dharma, his
self-sacrifice, and his Bodhisattva spirit of putting others before himself
move us deeply.

“In the twentieth century, western culture influenced the world.
But as we step into the twenty-first century of the global village, we
cannot afford to know only ourselves, because eastern culture has taken
a leadership role, and its moral and ethical traditions and Buddhism’s
strong spirit of compassion have become esteemed around the world.
We should take Master Hsu Yun and other patriarchs as our role models
and bring forth our great compassionate resolve, sacrifice our body for
the Dharma, and dedicate ourselves to the benefit of others. We should
do away with the discrimination between East and West, and work
together to save the planet and liberate all living beings. We can make
a difference as long as we follow the six great principles of not fighting,
not being greedy, not seeking, not being selfish, not pursing personal
advantage, and not lying.”

3. A Talk Given in Dragon Flower Monastery, Shanghai

( Rendao Vegetarian Restaurant in Dragon Flower Monastery on October 31)
Dharma Master Sure turned 60 on October 31. When our group
arrived in Shanghai from Nanchang, it was already nearly noon. The
abbot from Dragon Flower Monastery, Dharma Master Zhaocheng,
prepared a birthday celebration for him in the Rendao Vegetarian
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Restaurant located in the monastery. Besides the two Dharma Masters
who accompanied him, other cultivators from Shanghai and Beijing
gathered there as well. Dharma Master Sure started the talk by
expressing his deep affinities with Dragon Flower Monastery: “In 1987,
Venerable Master Hua held a water, earth, and air dharma assembly.
This was the first assembly of such kind in the west, so the inner and
outer platforms were exceptionally adorned. Master Hua invited about
a hundred Dharma Masters and lay people from China to participate
in this ceremony. It was also the first time such a big group of monks
went overseas since the change in regime in China. That was the first
time I met Dragon Flower Monastery’s abbot, DM Ming Yang and
DM Ping Xi. After that, I was invited to this monastery twice to attend
the transmission of precepts.” Dragon Flower Monastery is a historical
building. It was built during the period of the Three Kingdoms (Sun
Quan built it in honor of his mother in 242 B.C.E.), even before
Shanghai became a city.

DM Sure then discussed his very first contact with Buddhism: “Since
I was born in the Midwest of the United States, you may wonder how
I came to learn Buddhism, and how I came to leave the home life. The
story begins with learning Chinese.” When he was 13 or so, DM Sure
received a little booklet on a Chinese art exhibition from his aunt. Even
though he didn’t understand the Chinese characters written in it back
then, he felt an immense affinity. He admired the Chinese culture and
moral teachings and still does to this day. DM Sure also talked about
his reflections on turning 60, and some of his wishes. “Looking back
on these 60 years, I feel really strongly about having good affinities
with wise teachers. Shakyamuni Buddha is a great teacher, and more
recently, Master Hsu Yun and Master Hsuan Hua are our role models.”
Question 1: More
people have come to

understand and learn
Buddhism, but the

problems in the world

a1 still occur incessantly.
R A What can we do about
ﬂf . this?
' DM Sure: All of us

; \ have  both  shared
T karmic obstacles and
individual karmic

obstacles. If we do not change our habits, if we continue to let our
tempers flare, natural disasters will continue to happen. When the fire
in your mind is stirred, you should immediately recognize it and tell
yourself, “Not wishing to increase my ignorance and add to the high
temperature of the earth’s atmosphere, I am willing to be the firefighter
of my mind.” Use the mantra “Patience, patience, gotta have patience;
don’t get angry, swo po he.” Once you extinguish the fire in your heart,

May 2010 Vaira BopHr Sea 37



E=3 o188l Bodhi Field

EWSRERE AL BZEHCHL DK
EEREREREE  RERMEELX - ﬁi
%Gﬁﬁﬁ’])ﬁlmfﬁiﬁ@E‘E’J,Q\EE@

(b B AGRASR —E A REFT L AE > ﬁEIE
=R & > PP E e S RAEE Y
HERE  HERRA -

[HIRE 2 © el (eI E 45 AR ?

W BRFATRTE > SEECH
L BAE EAGBERMAREE > TERE
B saFEE AR S E - EASRE
i B AR ER S
BT » B REE T ERITE -

4. EBHEBIEFHR
(11H2H - KRBl v B R i)

TRARF KRRy 22l HEME—R &
H S E ] o R RT R EHY S —
G - HERFREURILY - (e
EELREEEE TR EROEA
g &~ kxR EMEAEKRFIIINE
ot FEMEREATE T - HEASFA > BE AK
BEEESHEA - ERBrGO R > H
RORERTHY S 5 BEERZE E > B
Wk TS R R EVARTBAR -

HEMESEMEEC ¢ T BARELE
FEEAL E AR T IEEIRYE - EERN
RARDZE - AT ? ) ERASIEE
T RANEITRR L)\f@ﬁ@?ﬂ’\]

—{EFLEE A o A R - V)
HAER > wET - B ERBmER
JEt > SEMmERE R —REIS o AR FEIR

x B -EEEHCHEE - B TERL
A %EP!&%zlfﬁéEE’Jﬁ! et

38 EmMEREB =—O—-OFZAA

you have indirectly resolved earth’s problem. It is good that you can
do good deeds like providing food for the homeless, but if you can
seriously meditate, observe your mind and remove your greed, anger,
and delusion using precepts, samadhi, and wisdom; your contribution
will be much greater. The reason the earth has gone bad is that it all
arose from our minds. Venerable Master Hua said that one who can
meditate, enter samadhi and attain the true power of samadhi will be
able to counter the atmospheric poison created by afflictions.
Question 2: How can we unite all of Buddhism?

DM Sure: The best way is to work on our hearts. Venerable Master
Hua taught us the six great principles, the most important Dharma of
all times. He had been emphasizing this Dharma for years by saying that
it is of paramount importance — nothing is above it. This is cultivation,
the fastest and most straightforward way to become a Buddha.

4. A Talk Given in Jianfu Guanyin Monastery

(November 2nd, in the Perfect Penetration Jeweled Hall of Jianfu Guanyin
Monastery in Tianjin)

As the plane hovered over Tianjin, the landscape was covered with
snow. It was the first sight of snow for the members of the delegation
to China. Though the wind was brutally cold, the sun was shining
bright. When the bus arrived at Jianfu Guan Yin Monastery, Dharma
Master Miao Xian, other Dharma Masters, Dharma protectors and
lay people were already waiting at the front door. With tall banners
heralding our arrival, we entered the monastery to find several hundred
people welcoming us by reciting the Buddha’s name, with their palms
together. Walking out of the Buddha hall after bowing to the Buddha,
we found the great space in front of the Buddha Hall and other areas
in the nearby building filled with cultivators, waiting for DM Sure to
speak the Dharma.

DM Sure started off by introducing himself. “I will now share the
Dharma I heard during the Venerable Master’s lectures when he was
in the United States, alright?” “Okay!” was the enthusiastic response
received from the audience. DM Sure told everyone about the first
mantra the Venerable Master transmitted in the west — “Patience,
patience, gotta have patience. Don’t get angry, swo po he.” The laypeople
then recited along with him happily. DM Sure encouraged everyone
to first “eradicate one’s afflictions, and then teach and transform living
beings. This will turn China into one of the 21st century’s powerful
nations with the ability to lead the entire world and an influential force
for saving living beings.”

Question 1: What is the discrepancy between Buddhism in the east
and in the west, since it was transmitted from the east to the west?

DM Sure: From the aspect of practice, Buddhism is the same in both
locations, because all humans share the same human mind. How did
Venerable Master Hua first teach and transform us westerners? He said,
“Learn how to live your life by emulating the Buddha; once your human
path is perfected, you have attained Buddhahood.” He taught us the
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Chinese traditional moral principles during the day and lectured on
sutras at night. The Venerable Master made us realize the importance of
repaying our parents’ kindness and taught us the Analects of Confucius.
The students studying in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas are also
required to memorize the Standard for Students (When DM Sure
recited the first chapter of Standard for Students from heart, the crowd
was overjoyed, and some recited along with him), and further, to
dedicate themselves to their country, and to embrace the Bodhisattva
mind of great kindness and compassion; these are all interrelated.
Morality is the foundation for cultivation; China’s most precious jewel
is also its emphasis on ethics. It all comes to understanding how to lead
a principled life, developing an ethical awareness in society, promoting
cultural exchange between East and West, and working together to turn
this world into a wise global village.

Question 2: Does putting our legs up in the lotus position have any
immediate influence on our cultivation? Is it the case that if we cannot
put our legs up, our minds cannot be tamed either?

DM Sure: One enters samadhi faster when sitting in full lotus, but
not everyone can do so; therefore, half lotus is acceptable as well. If one
cannot achieve half lotus, even sitting on the chair is okay; the chief aim
is to subdue the mind. Meditate for 15 minutes every day, recite the
Great Compassion Mantra, contemplate “Who is reciting the Buddha’s
name?” If you do not wish to investigate the Chan topic, you can just
observe your breathing, because counting breaths is not only relatively
simple, it is also effective. If you find your mind wandering around a
lot, it is because your six faculties seek too much on the external level.
Observe your mind, change unwholesome thoughts into wholesome
ones, reflect upon your inner self more, and use Guanyin Bodhisattva’s
name to subdue your mind; then you’ll get positive effects.

Question 3: I have already taken the five precepts, but due to work
reasons, | accidentally eat meat sometimes. I am unclear about the three
kinds of pure meat.

DM Sure: In some places, vegetables and grain cannot be cultivated,
so the Buddha specifically gave his disciples some leeway so that they
can eat meat. However, the disciple must not see the action of killing;
he must not hear the sad cries of the animal when it is killed; and the
animal must not be killed just for him. Nowadays, being a vegetarian
is convenient. It is good if one can be a full-time vegetarian, not only
on the first and fifteenth days of the lunar month. Consuming meat
harms one’s compassionate heart. Furthermore, a future Buddha lives
inside every animal; it is now merely in this form due to karmic effects.
To encourage your parents and grandparents to be pure vegetarians is
an exceptionally compassionate thing to do, for you will be laying the
path to the Western Pure Land for them, increasing their affinities with
Amitabha. Even though the three types of pure meat are allowed, it is
best if you can be long-time vegetarians; that is what we call wisdom.

s>To be continued
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