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By Mu Yu / Translated into English by David Yin

pasaka David Yin, Dharma name Qing Wei, was born on the

East Coast and moved to California when he was two years old.
During the last two years of high school, he began to feel that the
world was quite meaningless--people just did the same things, said
the same things, day in and day out. Life seemed illusory and not
real. To find an answer to this sense of meaninglessness, he began
studying different religions, namely Christianity and Buddhism.

In 2000, he visited the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas for two
days during the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance. At that time,
his Chinese was quite poor and he had very little understanding
of Buddhism. So, although David found his first visit to CTTB
an interesting experience, he did not find it very relevant to his
life. Later that year, he participated in a Dharma Realm Buddhist
Youth retreat led by Rev. Heng Sure on the Shurangama Sutra. The
retreat allowed him to connect to life at CTTB. From then on,
he participated in Guanyin Sessions, Amitabha Sessions, and the
Winter Chan Sessions. He became a Buddhist, and the Dharma
gradually became part of his daily life. The difficult questions and
confusions he had about life were slowly answered through his study
and practice of Buddhism.

After graduating from high school, David went to Stanford
University. During his four years as a college student, he went to the
monastery to listen to sutras and participate in Dharma assemblies
on a regular basis. Every weekend he would go to Berkeley
Buddhist Monastery and listen to the Earth Store Sutra. 1If CT'TB
had a Dharma assembly, he would try his best to make time in his
schedule to participate. Although he felt that cultivation was very
worthwhile, he also encountered some difficulties.
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Because he was completely immersed in Buddhism, David’s parents
worried about him. His parents were supportive of his study of
Buddhism, but they were concerned that their son was doing too
much. They hoped that he would be less extreme. One time, when
seeking advice from a Dharma Master, David received the instruction
that he should listen to his mother more and not cause unhappiness to
his family. From this advice, he changed his focus on just meditation
and recitation to trying to be a good son. He learned that filial respect
is the foundation for cultivation.

After graduating with a B.S. in Physics, he stayed another year to
do an M.A. in Religious Studies. After graduating in 2005, David did
not get a job in society. Instead, he dedicated himself wholeheartedly
to being a volunteer at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Because
of his knowledge, skills, enthusiasm, and good affinities with people,
he got recruited for many different projects and areas: Dharma Realm
Buddhist University (DRBU), elementary and high schools, DRBY,
CTTB Administration Office, Buildings & Grounds, Board meetings,
and also the branch monasteries.

He said that his personality is like water, so he gets along with
people allowing him to help with communication and coordination.
After these five years, he learned a great deal from working in DRBA.
In addition to developing a foundation in cultivation and Buddhism,
David’s broken Chinese became more fluent.

With his background in both Eastern and Western cultures, David
would like to help in spreading the Dharma to the West and on to the
entire world. It is also worth mentioning that his efforts to be a good
son, changing his own faults, caused his mother to have a change of
heart about her son’s chosen goals in life. Not just that, his mother
now attends Dharma sessions at CTTB and serves on the DRBU
Board where she joins in the work of developing the university.




