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Making Chinese Lanterns to Aid Haiti
After the disastrous earthquake in Haiti on January 20, the entire
world reached out a helping hand. The 4-6th grade boys of Instilling
Goodness Elementary School also started raising funds for relief in Haiti
and raised over $500 within ten days. But there was still a great amount
of need to be met, and thus the teacher of the class, Ms. Zephyr, and
her 13 students moved to constructing Chinese lanterns for charity sale,
turning her classroom into a “temporary factory” and working every
morning. A month later, they reached a total of over $2,600 in funds.

From what did these students make their lanterns? It turns out that
they used scissors and staples to put together folded red envelopes
(traditional decorative envelopes used for giving money during New
Year’s), and then they combined the structures into lanterns of many
different shapes and sizes. The lanterns were then strung, further
decorated with beautiful tassels, and hung up with the many other
colorful lanterns that filled the classroom. Most of the red envelopes,
tassels, and decorations were provided by Dharma Master Tsung, as
well as the artistic instruction on the making of the lanterns.

The students showed great creativity, making traditional, palace-
shaped lanterns as well as, among others, lanterns in the shape of a dragon.
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The “customers” consisted of teachers, parents, and younger students,
and later on the lanterns were also “exported” to Jyun Kang vegetarian
restaurant, where they were met with great demand. Many times, Jyun
Kang, having sold out, had to call and ask for more “shipments.”

The donations were given to the Red Cross Foundation. This
meaningful fundraising experience not only helped the teacher and
students develop their compassion and team spirit, but it also gave the
boys a sense of the hard work involved in making money. The 4-6th
class is very proud of their work; the fact that these very young students
were able to accomplish such a meaningful task is admirable indeed.

New Years Honoring Ancestors Ceremony: Paying Respects
to Ancestors

In 1992, Chiang Chi-fu, who became the principal of Boys Division
in response to the Venerable Master’s call for volunteer teachers, asked
the Master, “What activities should the students have to celebrate the
New Year?” The Venerable Master instructed, “They should have an
Honoring Ancestors ceremony to teach the students to respect heaven,
earth, leaders, family, and teachers.”

In accordance with the Master's instructions, the Honoring Ancestors
ceremony has become a tradition in the school. On the morning of
February 16, 2010, the 3rd day of the lunar New Year, the Boys' School
students and teachers held their annual Honoring Ancestors ceremony
in the Confucius Hall and wished each other a happy new year. The
principal, Mr. Bostick, was the master of ceremonies, and there was also
a reporter from a local T.V. station in Ukiah. Mr. Bostick expounded
upon the meaning of honoring ancestors and also asked the students
many questions, which were enthusiastically answered.

Filial respect is the main goal of Instilling Goodness and Developing
Virtue Schools. Each person owes much to heaven, earth, leaders,
family, and teachers, and through the Honoring Ancestors ceremony,
students can learn to feel gratitude and appreciate the meaning behind
the phrase, “When drinking water, think of its source.” Hopefully, the
virtue of all the students will continue to deepen, and they will spread
this meaningful activity to every corner of the world.

Chinese Idiom and Flashcard Contest 4 |
At 12:00 P.M., after lunch, 32 students split into 8 teams to o pete in
the Chinese idiom contest. Each team was mixed, and so students of all
grades were able to participate. The atmosphere positively crackled with
enthusiasm. Although the competition was fierce, the students were all
friendly and showed good sportsmanship, and thus the competition was
filled not with sparks of conflict, but rather with smiles and laughter.
At 1:30 in the afternoon, five kindergarten students performed a song.
Their innocent performance brought smiles to everyone. Next was a
Chinese flashcard contest between the elementary students for whom
Chinese was not a mother language. They had a lot of fun showing what
they learned in class.
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After the competition, one
student happily said, “Thank you,
teacher! Thanks for letting me have
so much fun this New Year.” The
spirit of each year lies in spring;
may all the students, after this great
start, continue to work hard and
become excellent in both virtue
and learning.




