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On the first night
after  arriving
in China, the people
who came from all
over the world to
attend the Dharma
Assembly  for the
50th Anniversary of
Venerable Master
Hsu Yun’s Nirvana

were arranged  to
stay at the West
Sea Lu Mountain

International Holiday
Hotel.Dharma
Master Sure gathered
everyone and told
us, ‘I am not here
for vacation, but to
work.” This year, the Buddhist Culture Delegation from the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas stayed in Mainland China for two weeks, and in those
14 days (minus the two days of air travel), Dharma Master Sure was invited
to give eight talks and other impromptu speeches, attend media interviews,
receive guests, chair group meetings, etc.

1. The Affinity between Venerable Master Hsu Yun and Venerable
Master Hsuan Hua (October 28th, West Sea ,Lu Mountain )

The First International Forum on Venerable Master Hsu Yun’s Thoughts
on Buddhism took place on October 27-28 at the West Sea Lu Mountain
International Holiday Hotel. On October 27, discussions were conducted in
groups. On the morning of the 28th, there were two presentations, followed
by the closing ceremony. At the request of the organizing committee,
Dharma Master Sure presented a talk and also spoke a few words during the
closing ceremony.

His talks were on “The Affinity between Venerable Master Hsu Yun and
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Venerable Master Hsuan Hua.” Dharma Master Sure used Master Hsuan
Hua’s year-by-year biography as a starting point to introduce the Master’s
visit to Ven. Master Hsu Yun at Nanhua Monastery in 1948 and Ven.
Master Hsu Yun’s nirvana in1959 when Master Hua marshaled everyone
and held a memorial Dharma assembly reciting the Great Prajna Sutra
120 times and requested his disciples to collect Ven. Master Hsu Yun’s
sharira. Dharma Master Sure said, “Ven. Master Hsu Yun’s sharira are now
kept in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, allowing Americans to have
an opportunity to pay their respects. Also, the English version of Ven.
Master Hsu Yun’s pictorial biography has already been distributed in the
States.”

Question 1: When Ven. Master Hsuan Hua advocated the practice of
Chan, did he pass down what he learned from Ven. Master Hsu Yun--the
Chan topic of “Who?” Or did he elaborate based on his own insights?

DM: Every winter, Master Hua holds a Chan session emphasizing
looking into the Chan topic, “Who is mindful of the Buddha?” This was
passed down from Dharma Master Ling You.

Question 2: After leaving the Chan Hall, how do Dharma Masters in
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas maintain proper mindfulness?

DM:Take myself, for instance. When I was studying in Berkeley, I
always had my recitation beads with me and I would recite the Great
Compassion Mantra while walking from the monastery to my classroom.
One day, a woman saw me and asked if I were praying. She thanked me
for reminding people about what’s important in life. So when cultivators
maintain proper mindfulness, they are also speaking the dharma.

Question 3: What is the influence of the Buddhist culture in the United
States and the correlation between super individualistic psychology and
Buddhism?

DM: Buddhism has just recently taken root in the States, but we can
predict how it will turn out by looking at how Buddhism developed after
it arrived in China from India. Buddhism and the country’s culture,
language, and customs mutually influenced one another, as both are
transformed by the other. In western culture, psychology and science
mesh with Buddhism and therefore have been the most heavily influenced
by it.

At the closing ceremony, Dharma Master Sure said, “Previously, some
Americans, whether or not they believe in Buddhism, have dreamed of
Ven. Master Hsu Yun. What happened? I dont fully comprehend either,
but I would say that Ven. Master Hsu Yun is at the Bodhisattva stage,
which is highly inconceivable. Yet inconceivable thoughts derive from
conceivable thoughts, which are compassion and acknowledgement of
suffering. When Buddhism started spreading across the Pacific Ocean to
the Western world, people started seeing Ven. Master Hsu Yun’s dharma
image. They did not know that he was a Buddhist, yet they felt an affinity
at work — why was that so? Because Ven. Master Hsu Yun was a role model
for us human beings. Living in a materialistic world, or in this classy hotel,
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for that matter, we experience joy and comfort, but what will happen when
the ghost of impermanence arrives? Ven. Master Hsu Yun’s advice for us is
to lessen our dependence on worldly things, increase our compassion by not
fighting, not being greedy, not seeking, not being selfish, not pursuing personal
advantage, and not lying. Everything comes from the mind alone. Ven. Master
Hsu Yun has entered Bodhisattvahood. We may not understand him, but we
can always respect and emulate him!”

2. Speech given in memory of Venerable Master Hsu Yun’s nirvana’s
50th anniversary (October 29th, Zhenru Chan Monastery, Yunju Mountain)

Held at Zhenru Chan Monastery, the 50th Anniversary of Venerable Master
Hsu Yun’s Nirvana attracted a few thousand people. When the great assembly
invited Dharma Master Sure to give a speech on behalf of overseas Buddhists,
he said, “As an American disciple from the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas in
California, the United States, I am honored to represent the overseas disciples
of Ven. Master Hsu Yun. Due to the fact that Ven. Hsuan Hua had, under
the orders of Ven. Master Hsu Yun, established the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas, brought the proper Dharma to the western hemisphere, built
monasteries and rooted Buddhism in the west, I can say that Ven. Master Hsu
Yun is my grandmaster, and I am his grand-disciple. $To be continued




