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Discourse on Rebirth in Pure Land:

Dharma Realm Buddhist '(/{niuemify IMvites Dharma Master Da An to Lecture

#:$% X ByJing Du Sheng

&R J #7% Translated into English by Nancy Chu
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harma Realm Buddhist University (DRBU) invited Dharma Master

Da An to lecture on the “Discourse on Rebirth in the Pure Land.”
Dharma Master Da An is the acting abbot of Donglin Monastery in
Mount Lu of Jiangxi Province, China where the First Patriarch of the Pure
Land School established Donglin monastery. Dharma Master Yan Xu and
Kang Ning came along with him.

Dharma Master Da An was a professor at the University of International
Business and Economics in Beijing before he left the home life. He has
been a guest professor at the Chinese Buddhist Academy and has lectured
on sutras and shastras of the Pure Land School for years and published
“The Teaching Process of the Pure Land School,” “Collections of Pure
Land School Dharma Quotes,” as well as over 100 articles.

Dharma Master Da An’s teacher, who shaved his head and transmitted
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precepts to him, is the elder monk Chuan Yin who also received the Gui i
v

Yang lineage of Chan School from Great Master Xu Yun.

Before leaving the home life, Dharma Master Da An bowed to the five Zj

major sutras of the Pure Land School three times, making one bow for each
word. He also bowed once in this way to the Avatamsaka Sutra. Bowing
to the sutras laid a solid foundation for his cultivation. The chanting of
Amitabha’s name in Donglin Monastery is done especially slowly and in a
deep tone. Dharma Master Da An told a story about how the chanting came
to be this way. He once attended an intense Amitabha session before leaving
the home life. It was a round-the-clock session. Everyone took turns to sleep
for four hours a day. However, all of the participants developed a sore throat
after the first two days unitil they lost their voice.

Dharma Master Da An felt that there should be a better way to chant. An
especially slow and deep chanting of Amitabha Buddha’s name came to his
ears that evening. They changed to this new chanting the next day and it
turned out to be very effective. Not only were their throats not sore, they
actually became refreshed and energized. The sound of this chanting spread
even further.

When the Dharma Master went to Donglin Monastery, he promoted this
new way of chanting by asking people to try it for one week and then voting
on it. 90% of residents of Donglin Monastery voted for this new chanting.
So the chanting of Amitabha recitation in Donglin Monastery is popular
and different from that of other places. Dharma Master Da An also pointed
out that there is no sitting recitation in Donglin Monastery to prevent
people from falling asleep. Even though it is tiring to walk all day long in
the first two days, people will be energized and feel at ease afterwards.
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Buddha’s name from 4:30 to 5:30 pm on
ey March 8 afld 9. He also told everyone to
pay attention to the steps, first putting
out the right foot on the recitation of
“Na Mo” and the left foot out on “A
Mi”, then the right foot again on “Tuo”

and left foot on “Fo”, making a total of

four steps in one recitation of Amitabha

sEME B DIUTER V2R ° Buddha’s name. Whether it is chanting or walking, the slower it is the better,
SEE A S A FTE BEAZ 0 0 B because then it is much easier to focus on the mind.

B o NS B R e R Dharma Master Da An has deep faith in the Pure Land Dharma Door and

b > SR AKET] 2 Hh B S SR he praises it with pleasure. He pointed out that as the environment is quickly
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VhE T o A (4 we deplete our natural resources, people will fight more for fewer blessings.

Dharma Master Da An said that he would save as many people as he could
when he spread the Dharma.



