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T ver since VBS was published in April, 1970, it has been strongly
A _4supported by Buddhist friends. Some readers wrote us saying,

“This magazine is really superior and has actual substance.” Some
say, “It is a Buddhist journal that encourages us to integrate study
and practice.” “Regarding its meaning in this era, aside from being
an important historical source for the development of Buddhism in
the West, it serves as beneficial force to purify the bodies and minds
of modern people who typically feel stressed and afflicted.” It is
the 40th anniversary of this journal. We made this a special issue
focusing on gratitude and future planning, I believe, “The sound of
vajra will reverberate and shoulder heavy responsibilities. The light
of proper Dharma will universally shine through from the past to
the present.” This is the mission of VBS demarcating the era.

Excerpts from a VBS meeting on October 1, 2006:

DM Sure: When we are stuck in one format, it may not attract
people.

DM Jyun : VBS has been in circulation for 36 years, since
April 1970, and has many good articles that could easily be
published as small books — a VBS series, or perhaps a school
series if articles are related to education.

Dr. Epstein : The Dharma is alive. Regarding the suggestions to
have articles on Chan, Pure Land, etc. — not only the Ven. Mastet’s
teachings, but senior disciples’ talks/articles should be included.
Now that the Master is not here, people should get to know his
senior disciples.

Mzr. Chang Fulin: Good photos can be eye-catching and impressive.
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DM Sure: I'm a big defender of VBS. It’s in a stable period and
has been consistently published for the last several years. We can
consider other possibilities for bringing VBS to more people, such as
online. My personal online journal gets more readers per month than
VBS has subscribers. The Ven. Master was always willing to utilize
innovative technology in order to propagate Dharma. Nowadays
most people get news online, not in printed magazines. Without
much change, by going online we may increase the readership a
hundredfold.

Mzr. Chu : We can put the whole issue online, or send an abstract of
articles ahead of time, and people can then choose to subscribe for
the magazine (as done by Time magazine).

Jennifer: Although online publishing is appropriate in this time, we
still need printed copies for those with no access to online, and also
keeping in mind that the disappearance of Dharma in the Dharma-
ending age may happen with a virus wiping out computer files.

LOOKING INTO THE FUTURE

Preview of every issue
For example, making a poster to inform people: the April issue is

out!

Design
The ratio of pictures to text is 1:9 now, and will consider to
improve in the direction of having both photos and textual
content.

Content
Add small columns so that the layout is lively and yet stable.
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Planning
Simultaneous publication in China.

VBS on-line

Taking series published in VBS and

5 iditing and printing them in




