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TEF 4@ President of the Board of Directors of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association

ajra Bodhi Sea (VBS) has been in existence for 40 years.

There are few religious journals with such a long and
continuous lifespan. Vajra Bodhi Sea embodies the late Master
Hsuan Hua’s vision of how a religion can spread through society
via publications, and how the printed word has power to carry
new ideas and to transform society. In the early days of Gold
Mountain Monastery, our teacher published the first issue
of Vajra Bodhi Sea. On the cover of the magazine was a line
drawing, accompanied by one line of the mantra. That mantra
had a job; it announced the arrival of the proper Dharma in San
Francisco, in California, and in the United States.

According to Master Hua, the magazine cover gave a warning
to negative forces and destructive energies that the Buddha
Dharma had officially arrived and meant to clean up the
atmosphere and set up the traditional virtues of a righteous
society. Quite a challenge for a small monthly periodical! From
that time on, progressively with each new issue, another drawing
and another line of the mantra appeared and so it continues to
this day. One might say that the magazine, if it had no other
purpose, would have already accomplished its first job.
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Vajra Bodhi Sea has other unique qualities, for example, it
has never carried any commercial advertisements. Further, it
has always mirrored the efforts of our teacher to propagate the
Buddhist teaching in both English and Chinese. There are few
magazines in the world that regularly appear in two languages.
VBS is bilingual from beginning to end; if one used the magazine
as a language-teaching resource, one could earn a great deal of
English or Chinese by studying the translations.

An outstanding characteristic of the magazine is that it carries
sutra text as well as the Venerable Master’s commentary. Our
teacher tirelessly explained the meaning of Mahayana sutras for
over thirty years. He also introduced the lives of great Buddhist
teachers from the past, and he encouraged the brand-new Western
Sangha to find expedient and interesting ways to introduce the
Dharma to Western society. All of these activities appear each
month in VBS.

Our teacher predicted that in the future a complete set of VBS
would be recognized as as a jewel beyond price. When future
historians of religion seek evidence of the spread of Buddhism
into Western culture, they could not do better than study the
pages of Vajra Bodhi Sea.
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