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REFLECTION IN THE WATER-MIRROR:
TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Wang Pou

BN EAFHEA198847H16H
Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on July 16, 1988
b f % 7k 3£5% Translated into English by Bhikshu Jin Yong

ang Pou, from the Western Jin dynasty, was born in Yingyang

of Shandong. His grandfather, Wang Xiu, was uninterested in
and gafanide devoted his life to farming and studying. His father, Wang
Yi, was a general for Emperor Wu of the Jin dynasty. After losing a war,
he was executed. Wang Pou was extremely filial in serving his mother,
at-tending to her every need with the greatest care. He inherited his
grandfa-ther’s determination and diligently studied, cultivating his
mind and liv-ing a secluded life in the mountains. By dividing his time
equally between tilling the soil and pursuing knowledge, he supported
his mother and himself. If his mother heard loud sounds, her entire
body would tremble. At night, whenever there was a thunderstorm, he
would remain by his mother’s side till dawn. A few years later, his
mother passed away from illness. He laid her to rest in their ancestors’
burial ground and continued to live in the mountains. He was resigned

to a life of poverty, took delight
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Biographies

in the Way, and lived a tranquil life.

One time, dark clouds covered the sky, with raging winds, violent rain,
lightning bolts and thunderclaps; they had the force of a thousand troops
and ten thousand galloping steeds. Fearing that his mother would be
terrifi ed, Wang Pou rushed towards her grave. Comforting her, he said,
“Mother, don’t be afraid. Your son has come to keep you company.”
Later, he set up a platform and began teaching, using the eight virtues
of filiality, fraternity, loyalty, trustworthiness, propriety, righteousness,
integrity and shame as his main theme. Students from far and near came
pouring in continuously.

During the time of turmoil caused by the five barbarian tribes in
China, people from the central plains moved south to avoid disasters. In
order to safeguard his mother’s grave, Wang Pou could not bear to leave
for Jiang-dong. His filial repute lived on for thousands of generations.

Commentary:

We are now talking about someone who has fulfilled his filial responsibili-
ties. You could say that this person was filial to the point of foolishness. This
foolishness was his complete sincerity in fulfilling his filial responsibilities. He
didn’t need any research and analysis, or affirmation of logical reasoning. This
is called foolish sincerity — doing something without reasoning first. When he
did it, he didn’t care whether he was right or not, he just wanted to do it this
way. This person was someone from the Western Jin Dynasty. He was born
in Yingyang, Shandong. His grandfather, Wang Xiu, had a contented nature.
He wasn't greedy for fame or profit; he looked lightly on fame and fortune.

He farmed and studied for a living, which means that when he had time he
read the books of sages and emulated the great to cultivate himself and learn
how to be a good person. He lived cautiously and frugally in a chaotic time
in order to survive in the feudal society, not wishing to attract the attention
of the feudal lords. However, Wang Pou’s father was Wang Yi, an army
strate-gist who studied various military strategies and the art of war. He
devised strategies and issued commands, winning battles thousands of miles
away. He studied how to make war, how to kill people, and how to protect
his country. This was during Emperor Wu of Jin’s reign, and he was a
general.

As a general he led the soldiers in the vanguard and attacked the enemies
at the frontline. However, he was defeated because he didn’t know the
strategy of ambushing very well. Since he lost the battle, he was executed. As
far as his ex-ecution was concerned, perhaps he was captured by the other
army and killed. Or perhaps, when he returned to Emperor Wu of Jin, the
emperor had him executed for losing the battle. After all, losing a battle was
a crime back then. After the father’s execution, Wang Pou and his mother
secluded themselves in the mountain, and his life was spent farming
parttime and studying parttime. He supported himself and his mother for
many years by trading the produce from his farm for daily necessities. By
learning from books, he developed his knowledge and wisdom but kept a

low profile. He lived a very quiet, plain, and good life.
$>To be continued
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