R TE T8 EL

THE SHURANGAMA SUTRA WITH COMMENTARY

[ & +] ROLLTEN

%t £ A% Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

MReE 4 1z e 65505 / 15 37#& Translated by the International Translation Institute / Revised Version

"EEIUHE ) EAKRRE —E% 0 "R
=& ) ISR EE RIS - [T
JiEtEEE ? T OTiERTR ) AREER AR
- RN FEEERY - Eli=giocERNE
—HERTA o HERGANY > BalAZEM - BEAA
RHEEETT  BRARA > TR,
SRS RIENE 7 T HEE2RE ) ¢ NG
ARIE - BiEFTE—EE 2R - ERER E 290
B HOSUETER LG ? BN AT LARY -

BE0AR - EBU L - AEAR - AEEM -

FREAAIR ) ARy LEATEEEERE - LR
FEERE TR 7 BT DAz T EdLcas ¢ RAGIRGE -
FoIREHEIHE > S3FIR o SRR 2 T Hiz
AR 2 81T SE R RHARRE T
2?2 e DR AR = |

Bl EERE  BRAEEN > 4
PRt Ty —(EEEE - TEAMERLTTAEY - fEl
{3t 5E ? SR = AL AR - FfatEtE
= EHRFERAY - = LRI TP AL SR - 12
EREEE

"EREE L FTARIE RO 2 BTk

LSEEIREAE T > SUF 7730 sEAEAME L E
AREE - BEEE - fTedhe -~ itk
BN U RS AR RS - BE A 2k
T BEAMAREL > BAER 0 KT N
f o ANIRAEAR SRR B - T BEFEEIEFTRE)
& TRV RS BB T« IR
REFEAE(E /S~ TURR B IR T - ARzt
AT SE

(5] EAR—JLN\=5F—H it

% 1%

But if the falseness has no source, you will have to say that the
causes and conditions of that falseness basically have no source.
Since there is no falseness to begin with, what basis do you have for
a discussion of the causes and conditions of false thinking? Since the
falseness has no substance, it has no source. There is nothing at all. All
dharmas are empty of characteristics. There is no source or foundation
for the falseness. How much the more is this the case for those who
fail to understand this and advocate spontaneity. If you don’t even
understand causes and conditions and you further advocate the principle

of spontaneity, you will fall among the externalists. That won’t do at all.

Sutra:
Therefore, the Tathagata has explained to you that the fundamental
cause of all five skandbhas is false thinking.

Commentary:

Therefore, because of the principles explained above, the Tathagata has
explained to you very clearly that the fundamental cause of all five
skandhas—form, feeling, thinking, formations, and consciousness—
is false thinking. What is the basic cause of the five skandhas? False
thinking. If you investigate false thinking, you will find that it has no
substance of its own. In fact its mother is the five skandhas, and that
is where it comes from. The five skandhas come from false thinking,
and false thinking comes from the five skandhas. Based on the truth,
falseness arises. Didn’t I tell you this earlier? The mountain of the
five skandhas is squashing you. And there are also six thieves on the
mountain, gathering their troops, horses, and supplies and going on
looting raids. They will stop at nothing. The mountain of the five
skandhas covers over the Treasury of the Tathagata, so that it cannot
reveal itself. If there were only the mountain of the five skandhas, that
wouldn’t be so bad, but then six thieves come along and indulge in
wanton robbery and theft. Buried under it all is the Treasury of the
Tathagata. If you can subdue the six thieves and the five skandhas, then
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your Treasury of the Tathagata will reveal itself.

[Additional comments by the Venerable Master in January 1983]
We are now here investigating the Buddhadharma every day, and we
should apply ourselves to it in the morning and in the evening; that’s
how it should be, day after day. If we fail to do this one day, then we'll
have missed an opportunity. In the very second that you think of not
continuing to do this, you lose the benefit you have gained. It’s like a
cat waiting to catch a mouse. It stays there waiting for a few days, and
then goes off, because it’s not patient enough. As soon as it leaves, the
mouse comes out and doesn’t get caught. That’s how strange it is. It
is also like when someone has been fishing for a few days, but no fish
have snapped the bait, because all the small fish have been devoured
by a big fish. The big fish, having eaten its fill of little fish, doesn’t
want to eat anything else, so it’s just there sleeping. It doesn't eat for
several days, but when it finally starts getting hungry, the fisherman
runs out of patience and leaves, without having caught a single fish.

Basically, fishing and catching mice are both acts of killing. We
cultivators are also engaged in killing. Our targets are the six thieves—
our eyes, ears, nose, tongue, body and mind. We've been keeping
watch over these six thieves for a few days, and so they haven’t been
able to have their way. But as soon as we become lax, the six thieves
act up and rebel. That’s how fierce they are. That's why we must be
devoted in thought after thought. We must not slack off for even one
second, or else the demons come. The demons bothered cultivators
even when the Buddha was in the world, so the cultivators also had to
be very cautious and to constantly work hard at cultivation.

What proof is there that demons were around when the Buddha was
in the world? When the sutras were being compiled after the Buddha
had entered Nirvana, Ananda took the seat of the Dharma host in the
Dharma assembly. At that time, his appearance became inconceivably
adorned and perfect. The Arhats in the assembly wondered what was
going on:

“What? Has Ananda become a Buddha?”

“Has a Buddha come from another world?”

“Is this a demon?”

Now, if there were no demons during the Buddha’s time, why did
those great Arhats entertain such doubts right after the Buddha had
entered Nirvana? Demons must have frequently showed themselves
even in the Buddhas day. All of you should reflect on this. When
we apply ourselves to cultivation, we must not be careless even for
an instant. At all times, we must plant our feet on solid ground and
seriously cultivate. We are pursuing the truth, and we slack off even
the slightest bit, our karmic obstacles will appear.
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