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The Parliament of the World’s Religions

n December 2009, 24 monastic and lay members of Dharma

Realm Buddhist Association gathered in Melbourne,
Australia, to take part in the Parliament of the World’s
Religions, held from December 3-9, 2009. The Parliament
has only been held five times, in 1893, 1993, 1999, 2004,
and 2009. The 2009 Parliament’s theme “Make a World of
Difference: Hearing each other, Healing the earth,” speaks of
“the urgent need for religious and spiritual communities and all
people of goodwill to act on our concern for the environment,
peace, and for overcoming poverty.”

One reason the Parliament planners chose Melbourne,
Victoria, which is home to aboriginal communities, is that
they wanted to provide a forum to explore new approaches
to the pressing issue of aboriginal reconciliation through
dialogue with indigenous peoples from other countries. While
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raising awareness about the terrible ordeals that the Aboriginal
Australians underwent, including having their children taken
away from them by force and suffering the loss of their culture as
a result of the “stolen generations”, the Parliament also honored
indigenous spirituality as an invaluable source of wisdom in the
face of climate change and planetary crisis.

Over 6,000 participants attended 660 programs from 220
traditions. The daily schedule started at 8:00 a.m. with a one-
hour observance or ritual from different spiritual traditions. This
was followed by intrareligious sessions, interreligious sessions,
engagement sessions, and open space—each session lasting 90
minutes with a 30 minute break in between. Major subthemes
included Healing the Earth with Care and Concern, Indigenous
Peoples, Overcoming Poverty, and Building Peace in the Pursuit
of Justice. The sessions were organized in program clusters such
as interreligious movements, interreligious education, women in
leadership, youth, and family.

The DRBA delegation, led by DM Heng Sure, was comprised
of four Bhikshunis from Gold Coast Dharma Realm, six
Bhikshunis from California, two Bhikshunis from Taiwan, 11
laypeople from the U.S., and Ms. Rosaline Kang, the primary
delegation sponsor, from Australia. Among them were one 2009
graduate of Developing Virtue Boys School and five seniors from
Developing Virtue Girls School, who had a unique opportunity
to see and meet people of many different religions at the
Parliament.

Jin Gwo Shr and Jin Shun Shr, flew from Taiwan to Melbourne
especially to help set up and staff one of the 64 booths at the
Melbourne Convention Centre, which DRBA shared with
United Religions Initiative (URI). Besides featuring brochures,
books and CDs published by the Buddhist Text Translation
Society in multiple languages, the DRBA booth also sold
T-shirts with Dharma messages and other Dharma items. The
Shurangama mantra pendants were the first items to run out,
while almost all of the 2009 edition of the English translation
of Shurangama Sutra were sold. Delegation members took turns
staffing the booth and getting to meet interesting passersby from
diverse faith backgrounds.

DM Sure spoke in several programs, beginning with “The
Breath of Life,” a Buddhist-Catholic observance co-presented
by Benedictine monk William Skudlarek. DM Sure also co-
presented an interactive workshop entitled, “Interfaith and
Multinational Reflections on Aging and the Human Spirit,”
which focused on the responsibility of elders, who embody
the collective wisdom of humanity, to mentor the younger
generations and sustain healthy communities. The hall was
packed with young people for his lecture “Compassionate Eating
for the YouTube Generation,” which featured videos and music
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that inspire people to align their food choices more closely to
their hopes for a healthier, more compassionate world. DM Sure
also co-presented “The Gift of Global Community,” featuring
the United Religions Initiative, and “Monastic Interreligious
Dialogue: Dialogue at the Level of Spiritual Practice and
Experience.”

DM Heng Ch'ih, who currently manages Gold Coast Dharma
Realm and also teaches Buddhism at the local Bond University,
gave an interactive workshop on meditation offering a rich
explanation of techniques of practice from various traditions,
which was well-attended despite a heavy downpour that
morning. Through these presentations as well as our booth and
participation, DRBA helped to ensure that Mahayana Buddhism
had a much stronger presence in this Parliament as compared to
previous Parliaments.

On the theme of healing the earth, the work of the late
Thomas Berry, the renowned cultural historian, theologian, and
geologian, was highlighted, for he brought hope and inspiration
through his articulation of a New Story for our time, based on
the principle, “There can be no peace among humans without
peace with the planet”. In support of this, Chief Oren Lyons
of the Onondaga Nation of the Haudenosaunee, said, “Ten
thousand years of good weather is now over.” He warned that
there is little time left, for “Nature’s the boss. There’s only one
law — natural law.”

He recalled how he had gone before the United Nations, saying,
“I see no seat for the eagle or the bear,” and how his people had
struggled to get representation for the indigenous peoples, so that
they could speak on behalf of Mother Earth and all creatures. He
said the human race needs to get beyond color and see that we
are “one species in dire crisis.” He added that the indigenous
peoples of the world have something to offer humanity on how
to live sustainably in harmony with the cycles of nature. For
example, the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) Confederacy of North
America has enjoyed 1,000 years of peace and influenced the
development of the Constitution of the United States.
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