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Irecall being delighted ten years ago when my colleague introduced
the Venerable Master's biography and Dharma talks for me to read.
Later on, when I experienced the sudden death of my child, that was
when I started to walk on the path to awakening. The day my child
passed away, many Buddhist friends came and tried to comfort me and
my spouse. They told us many principles of the Buddhadharma. The
one I remembered most was, “Do not do to others what you do not
want done to yourselfl” Even though the death of our child was very
painful, it was a new start for our family. We started to reflect on our
past behavior and tried to discover the reason for the sudden death of
our child.

After the child’s death, the prosecutor decided to dissect the body. We
begged him not to, but the prosecutor insisted that it had to be done.
We really had a hard time bearing it, but we thought of the Venerable
Master telling the story of Emperor Chong-Zhen's previous life and



i WHAERZ T TG TR T o EIY
K > Bt~ REAEEAGRIK - KIBLIH—
HHELERE - TEREES 0 T HRMIEIRE
L1 IRIEE S E IR HEIS A - S KRE =
2 WARTIE > JFIERAZEMMTER
A AR MEY 1 > AL A
Foeeee ) BAAER T AR RE ERHRE » K
BEIZTHUAREIIRR - B  E DU
HT

BEACE I - RS HCRAE > RIE
REELERIAE L > BTG —RBITRE S
EET - SaFAEAS © T HOLE | SEAEIEL
WHIZH - BERARER  RBEERE
BRZETER L RAT > WHIORRE - AR«
RS W B FARERRE
FtEEgERE ?

AEFARZ EERE " RMIEME A &
EENEE M EE - (REEE G F SRR
g ? ) BANEREMEE T HEAATRAIE AL
F o HEERy > BRREAREEES TE, -
WL HHATEARER - B T IR 28R > B
iR EEEFDNE - SRR Al TKEZE
RN SR NERFIRIIEE - HER 5
M~ &y RFRFERE ISR > RAVEEEAYA A5
e

R« TR > ANRIERR o K
H O BAE R R TETERY ARG 2 AR =] DA B
EEEEINE - WABWA RS "ER,
AAEGEE TER, c WTERLKECH
o BIE—UIsERmITT R - AR FERZ Y
£ REEREE ~ UR=F - A& - &L
MR =F ~ AR > FHAEATZEHIRILIR
% o BLBAEEE > BBERKE - aThl
&L A BUE BRI E - BTLUE LR E
A BRADCAR _EAVKEG - FEERMVET
—F] > WAFEHAE - RS —sE T TRRE
FEE ) REANHTFERE/HENH
—H-

EILHER > HEE (FEZR) T "8
REEHL ) HUHE > SR ZT200 - BAKK
ST SR - FEsBREETZTRERS
kg ke T REELHL, - ERERN - H
Pl NS B AT > RE R AR A
ARRAEHIAYERA ~ 493 ~ Wk ~ KA ¢ LS
Bl -~ = EAREEE o EEE

Bodhi Field E23ilan

became resigned that no matter how much we did not want it,
we had to let our child work out his old karma. On the day of the
autopsy, my child was released from the freezer to defrost and the
family had to be present for the process. I told my spouse, “We are
really selfish! In the past, when we bought chicken, duck, or fish
from the market or took meat out from the fridge to cut, we never
thought about the other beings' sufferings; but now that it was our
child [being cut] we felt so much pain...” Later, when we went
to the court room to hear the report from the prosecutor, I saw
pictures of my child’s autopsy; I was in so much pain that I almost
collapsed!

When my mother came to visit me, I felt that I had not been
filial to her. I had grown to such an age but I still made my parents
worry for me; therefore, I pretended to be strong and told her, “I
am okay! Don’t worry! I've already eaten...” But when the crowd
left, I would always stare at the sky and cry; without my child, my
heart was burning. If I hadn’t come in contact with Buddhism, I
would absolutely have gone crazy. I really wanted to know why my
child had to die.

At that time many colleagues asked, “We raised funds each month
to print sutras or do good deed; how could such misfortune happen
to you?” I answered clearly, “Even though I knew that printing
sutras and doing good deeds was good, I never realized I was so
cruel.” To take an example from daily life, just to satisfy my palate,
I would put live shrimp into a pot of boiling oil or I would go to
the Shihmen Reservoir to eat live fish cooked in three ways; I did
not care about other beings' survival. In fact my body, mouth and
mind are always doing evil; I have committed countless offenses.

Buddhism teaches that, “Everything is cause and effect; no one
can escape.” My heart was like a sea of confusion; I wanted to find
a way to leave this sea of bitterness. I knew the only way to do this
was not to create any bad cause, so bad consequences would not
come upon me. I made up my mind to start with myself, to correct
all the wrongdoings and stop doing what shouldn’t be done. From
that day on our whole family became vegetarian; we took refuge
with the Triple Jewel and took the five precepts. I remember the
day we took refuge with the Triple Jewel and five precepts, many
unexpected things happened. I thought to myself life is short; if I
miss the opportunity this time I might not have another chance to
start a new life. For that reason I prayed to the Venerable Master
and begged him to give me a chance to start anew. When our ride
came, I did not think of anything and just said, “Everyone get in
the car!” My new birthday was April 2, 2000.

Near the end of 2001, I read an announcement in 7he Source of
Wisdom newsletter about weekend classes for children. I wanted
to bring my children to attend the classes, so when my older son
was on summer break my spouse encouraged me to bring them
to attend the Dharma assembly and the sutra class for children.
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Every Saturday and Sunday I would carry my son in front of me and a
big backpack on my back. I would take the public bus and train or take
the motorcycle or public transit, carrying the backpack containing sutra
books, baby bottles, milk powder, and diapers. It was quite cumbersome
for us to go to the Dharma Realm Buddhist Books Distribution Society.

When my younger son was young, I had to hold him all day when we
attended the Sunday Dharma assembly; we would sit in the last row of
chairs. When we arrived home after the assembly, I would untie the towel
that held my baby to my body and would lay on the sofa feeling totally
exhausted. During that time, I often asked myself, “Why do I still go to
the temple when it is so difficule?” I believe parents can only take care of
their child in the present, but if they suddenly fall and hurt themselves
there is nothing we can do about it. Learning Buddhism can help children
develop proper morals and values, planting good seeds in their minds that
will benefit them in life after life. This will guide them so they will not go
astray. I believe that is the best gift I can give to my children.

On one occasion, I washed my oldest son's pillow and told him to use
his younger brother's old pillow. Before bedtime, they were fighting over
the pillow. One said that it was the pillow he used to use, and the other
said mother had prepared it for him to use. I told the younger one, “Okay!
If you think this is your pillow, please take all your belongings in your
hands, such as your toys, your book bags etc... see how much your two
hands can hold.” I also asked, “If there were a sudden earthquake or fire
right now, what would you bring along with you to escape?” They both
stood there quietly without answering my questions. I said, “Can the
things that you guys are fighting over protect you? Are they really that
important? Remember to recite the Buddha's name when you encounter
danger! If you are not meant to die, you will be safe; even if you die,
Amitabha Buddha will come to bring you to the Pure Land. This is the
most important thing; we are very fortunate already, so please do not
fight!”

This year during Christmas, I took the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts and
was filled with the joy of Dharma! I really appreciated my family's support
and help; they always remind me about the six vegetarian days. On one
occasion, I wanted to bring the kids to the Saturday children's class so I
asked my spouse if he knew whether it would rain. He took the remote
control in order to switch on the TV to watch the weather forecast but my
son said, “Mom, you cannot watch TV today!” At that point, my spouse
stopped his action.

Everyone has his or her own sufferings. Even though I was once very
hurt and sad, now I always remind myself to be very careful and not to
walk the wrong path. I believe only the Buddhadharma can help us find a
way to leave suffering and attain happiness. Learning the Buddhadharma,
taking refuge with the Triple Jewel, receiving the five precepts, and going to
CTTB to take the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts have been the most wonderful
experiences in my life. I am grateful to all the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas
and the Venerable Master for being so kind to me and never forsaking me.
[ appreciate all the Dharma Masters for their teachings, and I also want to
thank the volunteers because they have really touched my heart.



