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The Poor Son Refurns Home:
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A-: the end of the Dharma assembly the Malaysian delegation
eturned home, leaving me and one other woman behind.
We enrolled in the Sangha Laity Training Program and worked as
volunteers. Gradually I began to see the Master and talk to him.
He said that we had brought dark energy with us, but it was slowly
dissipating. We were like the poor son in the Lotus Flower Sutra,
who, after returning home, was given the job of disposing of dung.
This means to eliminate our own bad habits of greed, hatred, and
ignorance—the three poisons—so we can protect the integrity of
our mind, our inner environment.

How the Venerable Master Taught Me to Recycle
Life in the temple was frugal: we did not simply throw away things.
Without realizing it, I had gradually piled a room in the kitchen
full of glass bottles and other containers. One day, when I was
arranging them, the Venerable Master caught me by surprise. He
asked, “Why do you keep so much garbage? You should throw
away things that need to be thrown away.” Picking up some cans,
he said, “T'll show you how to arrange these. Small containers
should go into the larger ones. That way, you won’t waste space.”
Although Ukiah began recycling in 1991, the Master had already
personally taught me at CTTB the first R of the 3Rs: Reduce.
The Master taught us all how to use our own resources and to
conserve existing resources. For example, eating one meal a day (for




EASRETUCEN T RS BB K
= NEFHELZHEH - DB NL2E EEYIER
?% ’ @Z%&LXJ}%E@ZE?% , Eﬁﬁﬁ%iﬁﬁfﬂ?ﬁ .
SFERIBRE ~ IR PRI AR E RO
B o EHIE - AL 0 BIRER T R
DVEHEEL o

THRERREYE
R EsFA B T 8RB0Er , , FrUEsRAIRS
ERPRAVENE - EPRe YT -

REZ1986FEHA] » fE— 2N - TR
M G RN 2 R A A

B E—2HN  BFE =M FEANAT
H—VIHRMA -

R © JHD R KRB E L e &l - e
B =22 N AT 26 SR 0 WIEEH
A~ BEAR - BAEHERAW - EHVEERE
FE o BLL/UERVRE—IE » Hin Lt/ (&
HYPHIERAY - B A R | PRI A RS
BU2A ANME > SOZAFTHR - DLEUR B B
HoAth ERF IR S S S - MR -

MR o B AE—EH N K ARSR
EEEEATAHVEFE - 2N SR A E B E E [E
ZEEE (Library of Congress) MY4RAS o 2 H /&1
RILRE | FHKETE WA E o =/
BENFTE SR - AR 2 T DLk B e
HEE -

IRAE—REEEEMANEEE  ERAE -
P REAMBRER 2 ¥ - TS A
5 [FEEAVERAE—#E - WEFE T FEEBHES
Al o RECESEE > o ROl R AR =18 5
Ao AR =AE T By TG EARER - AL EE
&K~ BAFEFELENFEHE - HE2 K
& » BL ] DUBCA SR N OB KO B 5 38
ARTRANBACKIEANAEEE » DIRE T E ALRA -

R HARAVE T - FME/R E » Bk
ERE—K - SERDHPI R Z A2 B AE I H 28
BieE WA AEZTTETDY > NHEHEHREE
={EEESME o ATMFITREEFHI L s T
P01 R G A SRR EE RS - AR 850
AL T R E S PR PIRRERER - T
M EF | IRMES—UISdE |

Bodhi Field E23ilan

the lefc-home people) can reduce the world’s food consumption
and save electricity, natural gas, water, and manpower. The food
that we don't eat can be left for hungry people. He also reused
envelopes and made a piece of napkin or chalk last for days. His
every action was a real-life demonstration of the 3Rs: reduce, reuse,
and recycle.

With a few words and illustrious role modeling, he taught us to
accord with all situations, so that when we encounter adversities
or even favorable conditions, we can quickly distinguish them
and discard what needs to be discarded. That way, we will not be
confused by states.

Putting the Superb Strategies to Good Use

Because the Venerable Master taught us his wonderful set of superb
strategies, later on, I was able to manage many difficult tasks that
came my way.

Around mid-1986, within a week, we received two notices from
the office:

1.The fire department is coming for an inspection. Clear
out everything in three certain rooms within a week. The fire
department had recently inspected CTTB and found three rooms
filled with combustible materials such as old newspapers, dusty
books, tapes, and an assortment of moldy papers piled up like little
mountains. With cobwebs everywhere, the sight was horrific. Since
no one lived in the rooms, people casually stored their stuff in them.

2. You have one month to systemize all the books in the library
according to the Library of Congress classification method.
A massive task! We decided to clean up the three rooms before
tackling the library.

Deciding that it would be a shame to throw away the books and
materials, we sorted them into various categories and labeled the
boxes according to subject matter and languages, then stacked them
neatly in the rooms. As for the old newspaper, broken cardboard
boxes, and moldy papers, we put them in a big old steel barrel and
burned them to ashes that we used then for fertilizer.

After days of hard work, we were utterly exhausted and decided
to rest for a day. Who would have known that the fire department
would come for a surprise inspection! When the office staff led the
inspectors into the three rooms, they were shocked, thinking they
had walked into the wrong rooms. The entire look and feel of the
rooms was transformed by the neatly stacked and labeled boxes.
Satisfied, the inspector said, “Good job! You made a difference!”

The “re-use” philosophy was put into use again: the garbage had
been transformed into treasures! Now, after all these years, with the
opening of the Ukiah Recycling Center, other than Buddhist books
and materials, many of these treasures have been transformed back
into recyclables!

This minor success gave us great encouragement, and I had this
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realization: Do not fear things, only fear not being able to organize
them! Thus we marched into the library and immediately began
organizing the books and cleaning up the place. An experienced
librarian came to help and taught us the Library of Congress
classification system. We also learned to lightly hit the books together
so they could be placed neatly next to each other on the shelves.
And so every day, we hit here and we hit there, going forward head
to head. Soon, the entire book collection was classified. Before the
library inspectors were due, we targeted the most obvious spots—
the corridors, front entrance, and corners, cleaning them until they
sparkled. As a saying goes, “unstained by a single speck of dust.”
This reminded me of my childhood before lunar New Year when
I would clean up the entire house to make it “free of all dust and
dirt.”

No one was disappointed. The sparkling corridors and the neatly
shelved books left a deep impression on the inspectors. They
certified us as being orderly and clean, the most important factors
in passing the inspection.

In my childhood, the good role models shown me by old
peddler and my relatives who lived a simple and frugal life led
me to appreciate and cherish what we had. With a few words and
illustrious role modeling, the Master made me feel it is not enough
to only clean up garbage outside, for the spiritual environment is
the most important! I deeply appreciate the Master’s purchase of
this place, leaving the world an immortal legacy—the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas, where we can link our actions to the mind, by
purifying our minds as we sweep the grounds, so that we gradually
eliminate the dust from the three poisons of greed, hatred,
and delusion within our hearts,
and quickly return to

our original purity.



