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Green L’ivinﬂ at CTTR
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he largest and most important United Nations climate change

conference was held December 7-18, 2009, in the Danish capital,
Copenhagen. The organizers opened the conference by showing the
192 representatives a video of a global warming “doomsday” scenario,
stating: “This meeting is to reach concrete agreements and is a final
opportunity to resolve the global warming disaster.” In the video,
children from around the world urged delegates to help them and to
prevent a global warming disaster. The video indicated that if world
leaders fail to take immediate action, future generations will face
raging storms and desert scenes everywhere. At the end, a sad little
girl said: "Please save this world!"

Due to human thought, behavior, and industrialization, as well as
social systems and world views that have deviated from nature, we
now hear about a wide variety of conflicts and appalling disasters. All
over the world, the earth is being subjected to relentless destruction
and the future world will be one of environmental pollution, climate
change, resource scarcity, food and drinking water shortage, extinction
of plants and animals, and loss of land mass. Because of the blind and
selfish lifestyles of humanity in the twentieth century, every hour on
Earth results in at least one biological extinction; and when talking
about “endangered species,” we must not ignore that we may be one
of them.

In 1991, CTTB held its first class in recycling and environmental
protection and began composting kitchen waste. Then, in May
2005, we planted an organic vegetable garden that supplies the city’s
vegetables. In these ways, we participate daily in the green movement
and enjoy both physical and mental health in line with the natural
environment and green living—a return to a natural way of living,
free from pollution that damages the body, soul, and inner world and
destroys the earth’s ecosystem. This worthwhile effort is an inspiration
to others.
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Therefore, to begin the New Year with new hope, starting with this
issue, we will present four modules concerning the "green lifestyle” in
CTTB.

1. The Earth Is Sick: From the Venerable Master’s profound view,
we can understand the truth of the earth’s sickness. Thinking about
how to leave future generations a pure land is an important current
topic.

2. The History of Resource Recycling at CTTB. This article includes
recycling at CT'TB and the Venerable Master’s model in lecturing and
teaching. The Chinese have a saying: “The ancestors plant the tree;
the descendants enjoy the shade." We also wish to pay our highest
respect to the monastic and lay volunteers who have for many years
maintained a clean environment at the City, and nowadays we as well
maintain it for the enjoyment of those in the future.

3. Personally Practicing a Green Lifestyle: With our own actions
and attitudes, we can inspire those around us, starting with our food,
clothing, housing, transportation, education, and entertainment. We,
the residents of the various continents of the Earth, should remind
ourselves of our responsibility for this planet, reflect on whether or
not we follow the ecological laws, and thank the earth for giving us a
place to live. As we enter the year 2010, are we determined to lead a
new way of life that allows prosperity for all sentient beings?

4The Inner Environment: Instructions on caring for the
environment from the Venerable Master: “The outside world becomes
pure from inner purity. If my heart is pure, then the outside world
will be pure. From the Buddha’s teachings and from good spiritual
mentors, we can find the answers on how to care for the spiritual
environment.

In the coming New Year, may we all live a more simple, natural, and
carefree life, and may not only we ourselves, but all beings, be healthy,

happy, and fulfilled!

(I) The Earth Is Sick

Since 1998, global warming has brought about disasters to both
humans and ecological systems such as: extreme weather (freezing
temperatures, unusual snow and rainfall, numerous hurricanes), as
well as melting glaciers, thawing permafrost, dying coral reefs, rising
sea levels, ecosystem change, floods, droughts, increased disasters,
deadly heat waves, low food production, global warming, and so on.
These disasters are no longer a prediction made by scientists; they are
now a reality the world over, and occurring with such frequency that
mankind is struggling to survive them.

From the South Asian tsunami disaster at the end of 2004 to the
end of 2009 and the beginning of 2010, the northern hemisphere has
suffered severe cold weather. Large snowstorms accompanying a polar
outbreak are traveling southwards, hitting North America, Europe,
and Asia. North America has suffered the most severe snowstorms
since 1885, affecting an area of 800 kilometers across 12 states and
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a quarter of the nation’s population. Blizzards are raging through
Europe, enveloping Russia, Ukraine, Germany, Poland, Romania,
Hungary, the United Kingdom, France and Italy in snow.

In Asia, China has also felt the impact of this wave front. From the
North, Huanghuai, Jianghuai, Jianghan and other places, a cold front
continues to display its power. Beijing and Tianjin, after 60 years, had
the hardest hit with record snowfall. In Xinjiang Province, for the past
few days, temperatures have dropped to minus 40°C. In some areas,
the snow is as deep as 60 cm, and in the most eastern part of Inner
Mongolia, Northern Hulunbeier, the temperatures have dropped
even more to minus 47.5C . The South Korean capital Seoul was also
subjected to a heavy snow hit; the most severe in a century. The north
of India is experiencing a cold wave with a south wind invading the
Himalayas. Neighboring provinces and the central region are having
bitter cold days. So far, 122 people have frozen to death.

International climate groups have warned that such extreme weather
may continue to occur for a long time.

Natural Disasters: What Is Their Message for Humanity?
The Venerable Master Hua had his unique view of the matter: "The
present climate has changed. Before it never snowed here, but now it
snows. Once it wasn't cold here one; now it is. These are omens that
warn us of an upcoming flood. In the present world, every country
uses too much energy: solar energy, nuclear energy, atomic energy. The
tremendous heat emitted by our energy use is changing the climate,
causing icebergs and glaciers to melt. If these glacial masses melt, the
sea water will rise and kill many people in the world.”

Regarding the land of ice called Greenland, the Master said: “The
current Greenland ice sheet is greater in area than the entire United
States.” In Greenland, which was in a glacial phase tens of thousands
of years ago, the ice is now melting and could be completely dissolved

in the 21st century. If the Greenland ice sheet continues to melt, the
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Alaskan glaciers will also melt at an unprecedented rate, the flow of
Russian rivers will increase, the Arctic permafrost will begin to melt
the ice, and this trend will gradually result in a rise of the Earth's
sea level. Floods will occur, islands will be submerged in the sea, and
densely populated coastal plain areas will be at risk.

Actually, in the early 1970, Venerable Master Hua gave us this
warning: “In the near future, perhaps in this century, there will be
a disastrous flood. The seawater is rising every year and the land is
sinking several inches year after year. In a few decades, the seawater
will rise and flood the land. Then, with the melting of the icebergs in
the North and South Poles, the sea level will rise even higher, at least
forty feet above the land. At that time the population will suffer a big
disaster. Why would such a disaster happen? It's because we kill too
many living beings.”

Climate change is part of the cycle of formation, dwelling,
decaying and extinction
“The present climate is not normal. Sometimesitis very hot. Sometimes
it is very cold. It was completely different several hundred years ago.
These climate changes are signs of the world going through the
stages of coming into being, developing, decaying and disappearing.”
Regarding the present, abnormal climate, the Venerable Master
pointed out an example: “Those who are familiar with history know
that in the 8th century, there was a piece of land around Norway and
Denmark that encompassed an area greater than the United States.
It was called “the verdant place,” a green prairie, because at that time
the land was very fertile. Any plants that sprouted there grew larger
than what is seen in America. However, there was a gradual decline
in the weather. By the 15th century, the climate had transformed the
verdant earth into a complete ice field which was no longer fertile; it
became unsuitable for people to live there."

Why has it become like this? The Master said, "
the transformed climate. The ice fields have slowly grown day by

It is because of

day, making the weather colder and colder. Currently, the Arctic and
Antarctic are covered with glaciers. They will keep melting until the
ice fills the entire world; the world would be in trouble.”

The climate changes day by day. The Flower Adornment Sutra states:
“The cycle of decay and extinction, formation and dwelling, / Occurs
in the void without the slightest pause.” The cycle of formation,
dwelling, decay, and extinction never stops. The Venerable Master
said: “These are all signs of the world going through the stages of
formation, dwelling, decay, and extinction. Every 500 years there is a
small change. In twenty periods of 500 years, there is a medium-sized
change. In eighty periods of 500 years, there is a large change. Five
hundred years is a small small eon. Twenty small small eons makes a
small medium eon. Four small medium eons makes a small large eon.
The world of ten thousand years ago is different from the present
world. There was a great glacial period then. There was too much ice,
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and when it started to melt, it was more devastating than the atomic
or hydrogen bomb; this was a natural disaster and many people
died. Roughly, in 10,000 years there is a large glacial period. In
2,500 years there is a small glacial phase. That is how the world goes
through the changes of formation, dwelling, decay, and extinction.

Nuclear weapons: Omens of the destruction of the Earth
Undoubtedly, science has improved our material life. However, there
has been a high cost in our intensive quest for economic growth:
the energy and resources diminish every day, the environment is
devastated, the air is polluted, and the survival of humans and
animals is threatened. How has the air become polluted? The
Venerable Master said, “It is due to the toxins discharged by the
atomic bomb, the hydrogen bomb, automobiles, and light and
heavy industry.”

"Scientific and technological progress is the beginning of the end
of mankind.” The Venerable Master stated very firmly, “Countless
eons ago, the world’s civilizations progressed to an extreme, and
when they reached that limit, the world perished. Now on Earth
there are various powerful weapons, such as atomic bombs, hydrogen
bombs, nuclear bombs, and intercontinental ballistic missiles,
which have the capability to destroy the Earth in the future. See
how devastating they are. There are also death beams and magnetic
beams, which when emitted, can make people so dull-witted that
they know nothing at all. All these incredible weapons are omens of
the destruction of the earth.

Every person in the world is endangered by the international
competition for new arms. The advancement of weapons
technologies poses an increasing threat to everyone’s life. Once these
weapons are put into use, the whole world will be destroyed. Don’t
you think this is a problem? Our lives are constantly in danger.
There’s a chance that the earth we depend on could be destroyed at
any moment.

Why is there no life on the other planets, the moon, or anywhere
else in the solar system? It’s because when civilization developed to
its utmost, perhaps tens of millions, or several billions or trillions of
years ago, it was destroyed. So you should not think that now you
can watch TV, listen to the radio, use the telephone or telegraph,
and that the progress of civilization is great; when what is good
reaches an extreme, it turns bad. Many ages ago, Mercury, Jupiter,
Mars, Saturn, Venus, and every planet had skyscrapers like those
in New York, airplanes, rockets, and everything else, but when
everything reached an extreme, the play was over and all living
things disappeared from these planets. This is due to the progress
of civilization, for when progress reaches an extreme, it’s all over.

This is the principle of formation, dwelling, decay, and extinction.”
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While science is a rational activity, the developments of science are
not necessarily rational. The Venerable Master also pointed out the
cause of disasters: “Because human beings now only know how to

waste energy and waste resources, disasters will happen.”

The Earth Is Sick: An Important Topic Today

The Venerable Master once gave a detailed explanation about how
humankind depends on the Earth, “Our world takes earth (soil) as
its substance. Within our bodies are bones, blood, and the circulatory
system. Upon the Earth are rivers, lakes, and oceans. These bodies
of water form the circulatory system of the Earth. Beneath the Earth
are gold, silver, copper, iron, tin, lead, and other metals and minerals,
which can be likened to the bones of the body. The hard substances of
the Earth are like its bones, and its soft substances are like its flesh. That
which moves is like its circulation. Just like a person, the Earth has its
skin, blood, flesh, bones, and marrow.”

“Within the earth are hot substances just as there is warmth in our
stomachs. It’s just that the Earth is much more massive than a human
body.” The Venerable Master gives us another warning, "The earth is
just like us in that it can get sick. An earthquake is like a person with
hemiplegia, in which half of the body is paralyzed. Like a person who
has eaten too much rich food so that his blood vessels are clogged with
grease, the clogging of the earth’s systems causes tsunamis, landslides,
and volcanic eruptions. The earth having a tsunami or a volcanic
eruption resembles a person suffering an illness: one illness is on a
human scale, one is on a planetary scale, but they are basically similar.
Why do volcanoes erupt? Why does the lava flow out of them? Why
does the earth shake? How do tsunamis occur? There are reasons behind
these phenomena. Landslides, tsunamis, and earthquakes all show that
the earth is sick just as our bodies get sick; the only difference is in the
time scale. Our bodies experience many different kinds of sickness is
over a period of several decades, while the earth’s sicknesses are stretched
out over several hundred million years.”

In order to restore the world’s natural environment and maintain
the ecosystem in balance, so that future generations can enjoy a pure
land, it is critical that we learn how to return to a natural way of life
and practice green living. No one on this earth can shirk his or her
responsibility in this.

Before finalized,came the startling news in the Caribbean nation of
Haiti, the afternoon of January 12 was the largest local two centuries a
strong 7.0 earthquake struck; the shaking, the capital of Port au Prince
(Port-au-Prince) Instant razed to the ground, dead and wounded
everywhere, the number of death may exceed 200,000 people, the
International Federation of Red Cross also estimated that as many as
3 million people were displaced. People are helpless, hopeless look, so
that the viewer whom feel sad, how we could do for them?

$0To be continued
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