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The Analects of Confucius (continued)

F 4 t A# Lectures by Venerable Master Hua
%) 448 33% Translated into English by Yong Wei Kwong and Liew Yen Chong

(%)

Chapter 1: Xue Er (To Learn)

What is the meaning of faithfulness? It means not telling lies. If what
you say is true, that is being faithful or trustworthy; if there is the slightest
falsehood, then you are not being faithful enough. For faithfulness to be
upheld, there must be mutual trust on the part of all parties concerned.
It doesn’t count if you have every faith in yourself but then you cause
others not to believe you. The same applies vice versa. To be faithful,
within and without are as if one entity, others and the self are identical.
Akin to righteousness. Then again, you should only believe in things
that are in accord with the principle of righteousness; otherwise, you
should not believe them.

In a later part of The Analects, Confucius remarked, “Who says
Weisheng Gao is straightforward?” whereby ‘straightforward’” means
‘not crooked’. Here is a principle that I want to share with all of you.
Somebody once approached Weisheng Gao for a bit of vinegar. Although
Weisheng Gao had the condiment, he did not bring it out. Instead, he
went over to his neighbor’s house to obtain some, which he then gave to
the person who requested for it. Now, would you say that Weisheng Gao
was being straightforward or crooked? He was not straightforward for
otherwise, he would have offered his own vinegar to that person instead
of getting some from a third party. Hence, Confucius criticized him for
doing things in a crooked and roundabout way! If you make twists and
turns to ingratiate yourself with other people and attempt to gain their
trust, that is not being righteous! Didn’t I say this before? Righteousness
is ‘the appropriate way to deal with matters’ as it is perfect and rightly
accords with principle. If things accord with principle, then we should
believe them. This is called righteousness.

One’s words can stand up to scrutiny. There are many ways to explain
the character ‘48’ (fu). First, it can mean ‘reversal’ or ‘backtrack’ as in
“How could you backtrack on your words?” Can you go against what
you have said? Can you make a statement and then supersede it with
another statement later on? Definitely not! This line; therefore, can be
read in the form of a question such as “How could you possibly retract
what you have said?” or “How could you say something and mean
another?” This is one explanation.

Another explanation is this: If you are a trustworthy person who does
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everything right, you may actually offer a different version and yet
everyone will still believe you. Therefore, the second meaning of

‘18 is ‘again’. If people notice that you act in good faith to a
particular person, they will believe whatever you tell them.
However, if you don’t, then nobody will believe a word of what
you say. By telling lies and bluffing, no one will have confidence in
you, as you are not being in accord with righteousness. Trying to
get people to believe you when they actually don't is tantamount to
cheating them! In such instances, you are hiding behind the mask
of ‘righteousness’ while attempting to win their trust.

In this context, the character ‘4%’ (gdng) means ‘respect’, not
‘flattery’. Flattery is to curry favor with someone, saying things that
they like to hear. Some left-home people always putonan ingratiating
appearance towards the laity. As soon as wealthy individuals come
along, they become extremely deferential, saying things like: “Oh
my! How pious you are! You are truly a great Bodhisattva! You are
really amazing! What a great Dharma Protector indeed!” All these
compliments make people so confused that they cant figure out
what is going on. This is called ‘flattery’. Not bad! This was what
Heng Lian meant just now when she said ‘appear as a flatterer’.

If you are not respectful to others, then you are considered proud.
On the other hand, if you are over-respectful, you will appear as
contemptible, what with hunching your shoulders and smiling
‘Hee! Hee!” obsequiously the moment you see people. Should they
ask what you are smiling at, you yourself are equally baffled. You
see, this is such an unpleasant sight! The character ‘4% means
‘respectfulness’, not ‘flattery’. It means to be careful and cautious,
treating everything with importance and not being careless in the
least. This is the meaning of “When respect is in line with the
propriety.” Even if you have to flatter others, it must be in accordance
with the rites; otherwise, you are just trying your best to ingratiate
yourself with them, quite like a dog that wags its tail on the sight of
people. When a dog sees its master, it behaves in a very servile way,
shaking its head and wagging its tail to show that both of them are
very good friends. That is flattery on its part! How did it become a
dog? It’s because of its flattering habit. Moreover, as it is in the habit
of being stingy and greedy; it is scared of people stealing its things
and so it is always ready to bite people. However, the dog behaves
in a fawning manner at the sight of its master because he is the one
who feeds it. This does not accord with principle. That’s why it is
said that when respect is in line with the rites, one is far from shame
and disgrace. If you treat everybody with a respectful attitude, no
one will humiliate you or be rude to you, and you will also not find
yourself in an embarrassing or disgraceful position. Such things will
not happen. Since you possess a respectful mind, you are keeping
with the propriety and will therefore not be subject to shame and

disgrace.
s> To be continued
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