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Bodhi Field E23ilan

ﬁ_ pril, 2009---the 9th month in CTTB, Mum came to visit

e, after she spent two days staying with me, she looked at
me and said sincerely: “Yidan, you became more and more silly,
you don't fight for anything, when I ask you what do you want,
you said you want nothing, and...you lick your plate until it was
as clear as a mirror.”

When I looked back, I have been in the city for almost one
year. During this year, I realized I was happy almost every single
minute, the happiness came from the bottom of my heart. I was
immersed in joy when I was teaching, when I was translating,
when I was cooking, when I was washing the dishes, or when I
was recycling. I felt I was moistured in the Dharma Water. Of
course times to times, I had some nameless worries, when the
moment arrived, just go to the Buddha Hall or thePatriarch Hall,
my worries would disappear.

I remembered once a Dharma Master asked me, " What I have
learnt from CTTB and what are the areas CTTB has shaped and
changed me." When I thought about the question and plus what
my mother told me on the second day, I think CTTB has taught
me how to become more and more silly, until slowly I started not
to fight for things, not to be greedy, not to seek, not to pursure
personal advantages, not to always think for myself first, I started
to save, to save my blessings, started to become more grateful,
grateful to the Buddhas, grateful to the Dharma, grateful to the
sanghas, grateful to Master Hua and grateful to my parents,
grateful to people around me, grateful to people who helped to
turn into who I am now. One day I was surprised to found out
I was grateful to those good knowing advisors who ‘did not treat
me well’ during my overseas studies.

In CTTB, I have learnt how to change the state of my mind
until I found the true happiness. Shurangama Sutra class was the
class I look forward to every week, because one thing I learnt
from the sutra s, if you want to seek for true happiness, you have
to find your true heart, the Tathagata. Before you start to look for
it, you have to know exactly where to find that heart.

It is the same as if you want to find the treasure, you have to
know where the treasure is located, then you look at your treasure
map and design the route to find the treasure. We chose to find
the big treasure, the true heart we orginally possess, because
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we know it is worth the sufferings and difficulties to find our
true nature. We will find our true happiness eternally, neither
produced nor destroyed happiness and freedom. So is there
anything more important comparing with that?

During my treasure hunting, I lost myself, sometime I would
ask myself, why do I need to work so hard all the times? Okay,
let me go and take a rest. My eyes, ears, nose, tongue, body
and mind are always running outside, one moment I saw nice
food, another moment I smelt the aroma, then I thought about
where would be a good place to go and have fun, I didnt take
good control of my body and mind. Sometime when I met some
problems, I would become very angry, started to complain.
Unitil now I realized many problems were caused by me. Because
everything has its own cause and conditions. I learnt many things
through teaching, the children were like my mirrors, whatever I
say and do will be reflected back in their speech and action. As
a teacher and a role model, I have to think and rethink about
the appropiate things to do and correct words to use before my
action.

Children possess innocent, pure, kind-hearted nature. I felt
joyful and happy to spend time with them. After the class, I was
happy every moment, [ felt I was already in the Western Pure
Land, people in CT'TB endure none of the sufferings, but enjoy
every bliss. In this Western Pure Land, if you are sick, there will
be over ten Dharma Masters or lay people to offer you medicine,
each one will tell you their best and most effective method to
cure the sickness. Amazingly, after you take over ten different
type of medicines, your sickness will be almostly cured .

CTTB is a big family, every member in CTTB is a child of
Buddhas, Bodhisattvas and Master Hua. We are moisturising
in the Dharma Water and growing up in the Dharma Rain,
every minute, every second, we are protected by Buddhas,
Bodhisattvas and the Master. I must have done something good
in my previous lives in order to be in CTTB. When I look for
my Tathagata Treasure, I will not turn my Bodhi heart, and I
will not lose myself.

Today after one year, I called my mum, she sincerely said to
me again: “Yidan, it is better to be a little bit silly, you should
not fight nor seek, you should cultivate in CTTB, you must
save and whenever you can help others, you should try your
best, Master Hua said: 'Don’t do any bad deeds, cultivate all
good." At the end of our conversation, mum told me she must
have done something good in her pervious past lives, so she has
the karma to become my mother this life. Before she hang the
phone, she

said she is lucky to have a very silly daughter like me.
Sitting beside the telephone, my tears came out. I am
grateful to everything Buddhas, Bodhisattvas and
Master Hua have given me. CTTB in my eyes is a
pure land in this Saha World.



