Remembering the 2009 Precept Platform (continued)
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A Few Words of Encouragement
Spoken in CTTB Buddha Hall by Bhikshu Jin Yan on

Oct.25,2009

Precepts were transmitted and received
in accordance with the Dharma. Hence I
congratulate all the preceptees. This day doesn’t
come easy; you have gone through many tests
and struggled through many difficulties. I hope
you can cultivate continuously and vigorously
without let up. Dont turn out like me,
becoming slipshod and weary in my spiritual
aspirations. It is easy to go downhill....

My second wish for you is that you as the
new preceptees can work on your language
skills, such as English, Chinese, French, or
Japanese... . Having language skills will have
a very far-reaching impact on the CTTB—
especially in terms of realizing its vision for the
future.
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Forever in Our Memory!
Bhikshuni Jin Shan

The 2009 preceptees have the highest
average age of all the Jin generation
Bhikshunis. Because of our advanced
age, several of us especially cherished this
singular opportunity to receive the full
precepts in this lifetime. Whether we were

memorizing precepts, doing community
work, or studying, we had as much stamina
and enthusiasm as the younger preceptees.

There were ten teachers who taught us during the Precept period. They
were Dharma Master Chih, Dharma Master Liang, Dharma Master Yun,
Dharma Master Gwei, Dharma Master Shr, Dharma Master Rang, Dharma
Master Tai, Dharma Master Mao, Dharma Master Syun and Dharma
Master Jai. Every teacher shared with us the essence of their understanding
of Buddhism, precepts, cultivation, and the teachings they had received
from Venerable Master. They were all good spiritual mentors. They taught
us not only about deportment, but also how to discipline our minds, how to
gather in our six senses and not let our conscious mind go around collecting
garbage everywhere. The precept teachers reminded us over and over that
learning precepts is about self-evaluation, not examining the behavior of
others. We should try our best to uphold the precepts.

All the preceptees benefited tremendously during the 108-day ordination
training. First, we gained confidence in memorizing the precepts. I had already
memorized the ten novice precepts, 53 small mantras, and Bodhisattvas
precepts, but having to memorize the Bhikshuni precepts within a limited
time frame was very challenging. To my surprise, I was able to finish the
memorization in time. This boosted my confidence and I feel encouraged to
try to memorize the sutras. Secondly, since we all lived and worked together
day and night, my shortcomings and bad habits became obvious and I was
able to recognize them. In the future, this is where I will try to improve
myself and hope to diminish my shortcomings. Thirdly, because we need to
conclude the meal on time, I curbed my old habit of taking too much food
and learned to take just the right amount.

Also, in his recorded lectures, the Venerable Master always exhorts us to
be sincere and honest in everything we do and every step of our cultivation.
We cannot be lax and waste time. Otherwise, if one is off by even as much
as a hair's breadth at the beginning, one will miss the mark by a thousand
miles at the end. We, as monastics, have to endure suffering and stress.
Without blessings, we cannot cultivate. Therefore, the teachers encouraged
us, “Try your best to utilize every opportunity to do whatever you should do
and whatever you can do. Don’t miss the chance.” They also exhorted us to
sincerely repent before the Buddha and to request that the Buddha bless us
by shining his light upon us, eradicating our karmic obstacles and helping our
roots of goodness to grow.
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Usually, summers in Sacramento are very hot without any rainfall.
Unfortunately, that was the weather during our ordination training.
However, the dharma protectors, the heavenly dragons, were very
supportive. There was always a breeze to chase away the heat. Also, none
of us got sick. We could all take full advantage of our final opportunity to
learn as shramanerikas. I deeply believe that the memories of the 108-day
ordination training will stay with us forever!
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Opening My Heart
Bhikshuni Jin Kai

My new Dharma name is Jin Kai
[formerly Jin Syi]. I will be going off
to Australia in a week or so to be at the
branch DRBA at Gold Coast Dharma
Realm. Before going to the 108 day
ordination training held at City of the
Dharma Realm, I was scared I wouldn't

be able to keep up because I had heard
this period of training was super intense. I thought to myself, “How am I
going to survive? Do I have what it takes to past the test?” So, I was very
apprehensive. But much to my surprise when I settled in at the City of the
Dharma Realm, I found it to be very different than what I had expected.

We had an awesome set of precept teachers who were most dedicated,
most compassionate, and most hardworking. My heartfelt admiration
goes out to these awesome teachers. Through the eyes and views of these
teachers, we got to learn the essence of the Venerable Master’s Dharma
because each of these teachers had direct experience with the
Venerable Master. They are from the Heng generation so they
know all the storiesabout the Venerable Master. It felt to me as if I was
transported to a tropical island with a group of longtime friends. As for
my Dharma sisters, I felt like we have all been friends forever because we

feel so comfortable with one another.

They are caring and supportive. The energy
of the group was so positive that I think if there
@ were any negatives, it couldn’t penetrate that.
The reason I said tropical is because CDR is
home to over three hundred very tall pine
trees, and there are lovely gardens. Part of our
community work was tending the gardens,
e.g. watering. Sometimes we memorized the
precepts outdoors. Sometimes, while we were
working in the garden, we had an opportunity
to do memorization or just contemplate or
communicate with the nature. It was just

really lovely. £ 'To be continued
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