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Sutra: )

I always speak the Dharma to teach and transform
Countless millions of living beings,

So they enter the Buddha-Way.

And throughout these limitless eons,

In order to save living beings,

I expediently manifest Nirvana.

Commentary: 8 |

I always speak the Dharma in different lands and countries, to teach apd
transform / Countless millions of living beings, / So they enter the Bud-
dha-Way. ] am teaching and transforming them and causing them to enter the
Buddha-Wiay, and as a consequence, all the countless millions of Bodhisattvas
welled forth out of the earth, as described in the previous chapter, ° \Wellu;g
forth from the Earth.” 4

And from time to time throughout these limitless eons, / In order to sa\)e‘g
living beings, / I expediently manifest Nirvana. This is like the doctor wh
went to another country and sent back a messenger to tell his children he was
dead. When his children heard that, they no longer relied upon their fatheg, |
but took the medicine instead. Thus, the Buddha expediently said, “The Bud- |

dha is going to enter Nirvana. All of you should ask whatever questions you

have. Hurry up! If there is something you don’t understand, get it cleared up:
right away.” s

Sutra:
But in truth I do not pass into extinction.
I remain here always speaking the Dharma.

Commentary:

But in truth I do not pass into extinction. The Buddha does not reall
enter Nirvana. I remain here always speaking the Dharma in the Saha Worl¢
on Vulture Peak, teaching and transforming living beings.

Sutra:
I always stay right here, oy
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I cause inverted living beings,
Although near me, not to see me.

Commentary:

I always stay right here on Vulture Peak in the Saha World. And using the
power of spiritual penetrations, / I cause inverted living beings, / Although
near me, not to see me. That means even before I enter Nirvana, I make it so they
don’t have an opportunity to see me. Although they are right beside me, because
they are upside down, they do not see me.

Sutra:

The multitudes see me as passing into extinction.
They extensively make offerings to my sharira.
All cherish ardent longing for me,

And their hearts look up to me in thirst.

Living beings, then faithful and subdued,
Straightforward, with compliant minds,
Single-mindedly wish to see the Buddha,

Caring not for their very lives.

Commentary:

The multitudes see me as passing into extinction. The upside-down living
beings are confused by ignorance. Although they are near me, they cannot see me.
Everyone sees me as entering extinction. They extensively make offerings to my
sharira. / All cherish ardent longing for me. At this time, they all start thinking
about how much they long for and admire me, and their hearts look up to me
in thirst. They long to see the Buddha.

Living beings are then faithful and subdued, / Straightforward, with com-
pliant minds. They are not stubborn any longer. Now they just single-mindedly
wish to see the Buddha. “Now the Buddha has gone to Nirvana! Oh, if we could
only see the Buddha once again!” They realize how rare he is and how difficult it is
to meet up with him. Caring not for their very lives. If they had to give up their
very lives, they would do it without regrets. When you seek the Buddha-Way and
take the precepts, you burn some incense on your head. This represents that you
are willing to give up your life for the sake of the Buddhadharma. If you still care
for your own life, that burning will cause unbearable pain, and you won’t be able
to go through with it. To burn the body as an offering to the Buddha represents
that you are willing to give up your life for the sake of the Dharma.

Why does the Buddha say that he passes into extinction, when actually he
doesn’t? The principle works like this: For those who are enlightened, there is no
extinction. Those who are unenlightened think that the Buddha enters extinction.
If one is enlightened and has the Three Bodies, the Four Wisdoms, the Five Eyes,
and the Six Spiritual Penetrations, then one is with the Buddha at all times; one
is always right next to the Buddha. That is called “always secing the Buddha.” If
you have not attained that state, then although the Buddha is actually right beside
you, you cannot see him. The Buddha says he does not pass into extinction be-
cause he is always present for those who have been certified to the attainment of
the Five Eyes. Those without the Five Eyes cannot see the Buddha, and they con-
clude that he has become extinct. Actually, the Buddha does not become extinct.

$>To be continued



