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Remembering the 2009 Precept Platform
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he Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association's twelfth transmission
of the Three Platforms of Great Precepts
concluded on Sunday, October 25th.
The 108-day Ordination Training Period
began on Wednesday, July 8th, at the
Hall of No Words. The Shramanera
/ Shramanerika Precepts had been
transmitted previously.
The Bhikshu/Bhikshuni
Precepts were transmitted
on Friday, October 23th.
The Bodhisattva Precepts
were transmitted on Sunday,
October 25th. Three
Shramaneras (male novices)
and 21 Shramanerikas
(female novices)
received ordination.
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Raise the Precept Banner to Invigorate the Bodhimanda
Spoken in CTTB Buddha Hall by Bhikshuni Heng Yun on Oct. 25, 2009

When Venerable Master Hsu Yun just got to Jizu (Chicken Feet)
Mountain in Yunnan, he could not see a single monk, the reason being that
monks were all wearing lay clothes. Monks didn’t talk about cultivation.
They didn't go to the Buddha Hall, attend the meal offering, or offer
incense to the Buddha. Monks would engage in all kinds of activities that
did not accord with the Dharma. When Venerable Master Hsu Yun saw
this, he decided to reform Jizu Mountain in Yunnan. At that time, no
one came to attend the Chan session, sutra lectures or Dharma talks. So
Venerable Master Hsu Yun started to transmit the precepts. The ordination
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training lasted for fifty-three days, and more than
eight hundred people came. Venerable Master Hsu
Yun taught and transformed them with the precepts
and gradually developed the vital energy of the
Way at Jizu Mountain. This proves that raising the
precept banner through the transmission of precepts
is a powerful method to invigorate the Bodhimanda,
propagate the Buddhadharma, and to perpetuate the
Proper Dharma in the world.

This time many good men and good women have
come to the monastery, received the Shramanera/
Shramanerika precepts and then become fully
ordained. It is like they have grown into adulthood.
We usually called a monastery a forest, where there
are a lot of big and tall trees. I hope all of you new
preceptees will take the precepts as your foundation
and all of you will grow into big and tall trees. After hearing the female
preceptees speak about the joy they felt in the ordination training, we know
that you did learn something and the Dharma truly entered your mind.

Your growth also reflects the development of management in the Sangha.
I will talk about how we arranged this ordination training. Since we have
a lot of branch monasteries for women, we had to first figure out a way
to resolve the issue of limited manpower before the ordination training
started. Although the preceptees had learned the Shramanerika precepts, we
taught them again during the training. Bhikshunis from various monasteries
collaborated and took turns to lecture on the Shramanerika precepts, the
fifty-three mantras, Bodhisattva Precepts and the three hundred forty-eight
Bhikshuni precepts. We were not able to give the preceptees a whole lot of
details on Bhikshuni precepts, but at least we instructed them on what they
should and shouldn’t do; and taught them the basic conduct and cultivation
of a Bhikshuni that the preceptees should know. Not only did the instructors
work hard, the resident Dharma Masters at CDR and the Dharma Masters
who took care of the daily living of the preceptees also devoted their energy
and worked really hard.

In addition to holding precept classes, we also helped the
preceptees to understand the Venerable Master’s teachings and
achievements. They all took delight in learning. In the evenings, the
instructors would teach on topics of their choosing, and that included
sutras. For example, it’s not easy to understand the Shurangama Sutra, so a
general outline of the Shurangama Sutra was given to help them understand
it; otherwise they may not have any other opportunity to learn it after the
training. During the training, we interviewed the preceptees three times to
get a sense of their physical and psychological well-being and their progress
in learning. We had to evaluate them repeatedly to decide if they were
qualified to become Bhikshunis.

The Buddhadharma relies on the Sangha to pass it on. It takes everybody
to develop the Bodhimanda. The growth of the Jin generation is also the
growth of the Heng generation. Without the Heng generation, there is
no Jin generation. Without the Jin generation, there is no future. It takes
everyone’s collaboration to perpetuate the wisdom life of the Buddha.

The afterthoughts of a few preceptees are given below:

DECEMBER 2009 VaJra Bopur SEa 43

mh#&ﬁ;, ceeee



o DHARMA REALM NEWS

#
A
)

%L AUE IS

i 456 (5 2 6F)

HE S EIRE T ~ AR E L
> SR BERMTERE 5 -
WEERERN EARRRZ.L  EALE
=Fm el RE EA IE=
T ZATHIEN o MEAAE R S —
L 4FHZ AR > ERERAE—ERE 5
FUEIA > RETERRRRAEE > 7
EBHETHE —F - WREFEIZE LA
Rty A I > AR ITRYES |
ReF 46 T A5 128 - T B 25 B2 EhEk
AHpEY -

WEERIT N T3k 7 RRFAEEE
i R FRVERN - REFEEFE &
s T o R AR IEZRE > R
R LI OUE © HEHAE N2 (R
Wt B HEE AR B EEITHY
G > DIREARSEEE -

T ERRREH P E OB - AENA
Fofih T ARG Rt A AT A [H - 3RAE
IRETKE T ~ RI - BLiEtk  4F
EEEZ BB ZATAIERE % » AR EA
HAETE  BEES A HEREGEE
WERA sy - WEIE - 1 HFFH
T35S o e E R BRI DR A SR A
& o

HRIZRAHFHHE  WEEHE -
SFHUHERRMTGRES 35 > sl © Y
HIERAER G Z AT - ATREE 2B > 17
By o Pl AT DUBIRIR 2 A R Ry A A2
T2 o tha] DA B A EAE R 209 A AR fiR
o BAEACE RIS RIS — RAFHYIEERS
ECECELDEZ SUN SN Muki=) L5 i3
Bl A€ LIS ReS -

On the Path to the Precept Platform
Bhikshu Jin Gong (Gwo Sun)

First 1 would like to express my
gratitude for all the efforts that the
Dharma Masters and laypeople made
to get us to this point. I would like to
express my gratitude to the Venerable
Master. I met him at Gold Mountain
Monastery on Fifteenth Street in San
Francisco almost thirty-five years ago.
Despite having a genuine good knowing
advisor, I was not easy to teach. So I took

a long time at the first step of cultivation.
I have no doubt that he continued to look after all of us and give us
subtle guidance to keep us on the path.

I’'m nearly sixty years old. I admire those of you who have had the
good sense to leave home at an early age. You will have many more
years of cultivation ahead of you. Many people have congratulated
me. | appreciate their sentiment, but I have not accomplished
anything except attaining the opportunity to cultivate. I really am just
a beginner. I have much to learn and practice. I hope those people
that I work with will not treat me any differently than they did. I do
not know any more about plumbing or carpentry or electricity than
I did before I was ordained. If you see a better way to do something,
please speak up. We all want the best for the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas and the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association; and it will
be the best thing for you if you tell me that I am doing something
incorrectly and that there is a better way to do it.

Now I have good news and bad news. The good news is that all of us
will leave sufferings and become Buddhas. The bad news is that we might
suffer quite a bit before we do become Buddhas. I think we all want to
suffer as little as possible and see others suffer as little as possible. There are
many paths that we can choose, many paths we can encourage others to
travel on. The path to the precept platform is a good path. I hope that many
of you will soon take that path and encourage others to take that path.
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A Bustling Ordination Training
Bhikshu Jin Zhan (Guo Hong)

When the ordination training had just begun, one Dharma brother
asked me, "The female preceptees have already gone to CDR (City of
the Dharma Realm) for the training. Where are you going?" At that
time we were just walking back to TM (Tathagata Monastery). I replied
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as we walked, "Going to TM. Don’t you know that?" As
a matter of fact, the ordination training started when the
30th anniversary Dharma assembly had just concluded.
I was thinking to myself that there shouldnt be any
sundries or work to be done. Who could have known
that things would just come along one after another?

A few days ago, we just picked walnuts at the walnut
ranch. We also harvested grapes before that. There was
also Western Buddhist Monastic Conference during the
grape-harvesting period. On top of those, there were some
other jobs as well. In a word, we were quite busy during
the ordination training.

In fact, it is not easy to leave home. Take the ordination rehearsal we have been
doing over the past few days as an example. It could be so toilsome because you
had to attend to lots of details to avoid messing up. I recollected the days of left-
home life, it's as the saying goes, "Only the drinker knows if the water is cold
or warm." The most important thing is to correct one’s own bad habits and not
to increase afflictions. That will diminish the obstacles to leaving the home life.
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Learn the Precepts Well
Bhikshuni Heng Jie

My mother brought me to CTTB in 1990,
and I left the home life in 1994 with the Dharma
name Guo Hui. Time has flown by, and it’s already

2009 in the blink of an eye. I remember when I
just left the home life, the Dharma brothers who
lined up behind me were younger. Some of them
were only six years old. During this ordination,

the Dharma brothers lining up behind me were a

lot older than me, but they all worked really hard.
Some people were very nervous about memorizing
the percepts so they got up at two o'clock every morning to memorize and some
of them memorized the precepts much faster than me.

Speaking of my experience in the ordination training, I felt the time was going
so slowly at first, but when it got to the seventieth day, I felt the time actually
flew because I felt I couldn’t memorize the precepts in time. I really appreciate
all the Dharma Masters’ teachings and guidance during the training. Rehearsals
were prearranged to make sure the ordination ran smoothly. On the first day of
the rehearsal, when we put on all three robes and carried our bowl and bag, I
felt very funny because I felt like I was a child wearing adult clothes. The second
day I felt that the clothes were very heavy. It was not because the cloth itself was
heavy. It’s because we will have great responsibility after being ordained. I hope
that after being ordained, I can learn the precepts well.
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108 Days Passed by So Quickly
Bhikshuni Jin Wen

I do not know why I was so nervous for
the past few days, and until now, I am still
very nervous. The flavors of sweet, bitter,
spicy and salty can describe exactly how
I feel now. Everyone shared this thought

at the beginning of the precept training

-- “Wow! 108 days are so long; how are

we going to get through them?” But not
too long after we had moved into CDR,
we were very happy. Even though the precept teachers and the guiding
teachers supervised and urged us not to talk, we were still really happy.
During this ordination training, most of the preceptees are older—being
moms or grandmas. The Dharma Masters had to pay extra attention to
care for us. Thinking back, now I feel that the training was actually a
bit too short. When I heard that it was time to return to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas, I was kind of startled that the time had gone by so
fast.

The Dharma Masters for this ordination training were all chosen well.
They took care of us day in and day out. Some Dharma Masters were
like scholars telling us what to learn. Some were like drill masters telling
us what not to do. Some Dharma Masters would say. "You all are really
won't pass muster. You are not good at all." Upon hearing that, we would
believe they were simply motivating us to scale a new height, and we
would be so touched by their inculcations. Some Dharma Masters would
praise us and say, "Although you are a bit older in age, you are not bad at
all." We were so happy to hear that! It’s a joyful thing to be praised at an
old age. We felt happy being praised. I felt like I was going back to school
and got much younger. Therefore, I would like to express my gratitude
to our precept teachers, teaching acharyas, teachers and precept-guardian
Dharma Masters in their care and attention for us.

Though the Dharma Masters were really kind and compassionate,
there was one thing they would never bend the rules to accommodate us
or allow us to give up on—which was to memorize the precepts. Even if
your face turned black, you still had to memorize them. It was definitely
not okay if you didn’t finish memorizing the precepts. Finally, everybody
passed, and the Dharma Masters felt "even though they are a bit older,
they still work really hard." T want to tell all the Dharma Masters, “You
are all very cute, very kind and compassionate; we admire you and will
never forget you.”
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We were indeed the wealthiest preceptees!
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An Priceless Treasure
Bhikshuni Jin Mo

Time really passed by fast! The
scenes of the first morning of the
opening ceremony when we arrived
from CDR to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas are fresh in my
memory. It was unexpectedly simple
yet dignified and magnificent—it was
the first time in my life! On the same
day, we returned to CDR, moved into
the preceptees’ rooms and began a
period of intense and fulfilling precept training.

Our daily life and activities were the responsibilities of two Dharma
Masters who cared for us and provided for all our needs. They also
gave us an endless amounts of care—they are indeed the “Guanyin
Bodhisattvas within the Platform.” They had not the least complaint
and even if they were so exhausted that they could hardly open their
eyes, they still were with us, full of energy in bowing in repentance,
memorizing precepts, and never absent in morning and evening
recitations. They are apparently the transformations of Guan Shi Yin
Bodhisattva, demonstrating to us on how to become a Bhikshuni.

The precept masters took turns to lecture precepts and spoke
about what Dharma treasures they have obtained from the Venerable
Master. When we heard the Venerable Master’s opening lectures for
the precept training, we felt that the Venerable Master has always
been with us, guiding us and leading us at all times.

Every day we felt tremendous joy in Dharma! We bowed in
repentance twice everyday. During the repentance bowing, often my
past deeds which were not in accord with the Dharma would flash
before me, making me blush in shame; so as I broke out in sweat,
I sincerely asked for forgiveness from the Buddhas, Bodhisattvas,
and the Venerable Master. After repentance, my body felt light
and at ease, my spirit was settled, and imperceptibly, my faith and
confidence in seeking the Way increased. Everyday, we bowed the
Great Compassion Repentance; if on a particular day I was delayed
by chores in the kitchen and could not bow the Repentance, I would
inevitably feel as if I had lost something. Especially since we had
begun to transfer the merit and virtue from bowing the repentance to
world peace and quelling disasters globally, in my daily cultivation I
always looked forward to bowing the Great Compassion Repentance.

The most exceptional aspect is that we received the Venerable
Master’s most priceless treasure: the colorful handpainted book of
“Forty-two Hands and Eyes Illustrations” created by the Venerable
Master himself, which is indeed the most precious gem throughout
space and the Dharma Realm! We were indeed the wealthiest
preceptees! The ultimate goal of my hard work will be to become a
Bhikshuni who toils quietly to truthfully and faithfully transmit the
Venerable Master’s ideals, principles, and Dharma treasures. I will use
my utmost sincerity and earnestness to accomplish this vow.

5> To be continued
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