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By Bhikshu Jin Yong on August 9, 2009 in the Dining Hall at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
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A Talk at the Assembly Celebrating
Guanyin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment

ERKFEE

f youve not finished
eating, please take
your time and enjoy your
meal. If you have already
finished, please sit back
and relax. Our physical
body needs food, and
L9 50 does our soul. A
4 couple of monastics will
y now share some of our
thoughts with you, and
maybe they will nurture
your soul.

Today we celebrate the enlightenment of Guanyin Bodhisattva.
I am sure everyone wants to become enlightened. But, can we
become enlightened? If we can, why havent we? Shakyamuni
Buddha answered these questions upon his enlightenment. After
meditating for 49 days under the Bodhi tree, he exclaimed:
“Strange indeed! Strange indeed! Strange indeed! All living beings
have the Buddha nature and can become Buddhas. However, their
deluded thoughts and attachments prevent them from doing so.”

How can we become enlightened? We may turn to Venerable
Master Hua for answers. The Venerable Master established Six
Guiding Principles for CTTB. What are they? They are: Do
not fight, do not be greedy, do not seek, do not be selfish, do
not pursue personal advantage, and do not lie. The Venerable
Master instructed disciples: “If you follow these Six Principles
and do not become a Buddha, I will stay in the hells for good. I
assure you that whoever practices the Six Principles will definitely
become a Buddha in the future.” Therefore, the Venerable Master
made it very clear that following the Six Principles is the path to
Buddhahood.

One frequently asked question is: The Buddhadharma is so
wonderful, but how can we apply it in our daily life? The Six
Principles are exactly about daily life. If we can practice the Six

Principles in our daily life, then we are applying the Buddhadharma
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in our daily life. For example, you were all very patient waiting
in the long line to get food and nobody cut into the line. That
is not fighting. Another example is: Suppose you are driving
back home later this afternoon, and all of a sudden, someone
rudely cuts in front of you. If you get upset, honk your horn
at the guy, or even speed up trying to get even, then you are
fighting. However, if you manage to stay calm, then you are
not fighting.

Now let’s get back to the Dining Hall. When you finally got
to the food counter and saw lots of delicious food in front of
you, were you greedy for your favorite foods? Did you take
more than what you really need? If you catch your greed and
stop it right away, then you have followed the second principle
— do not be greedy — well. If you were overcome by your greed
this time, it is all right. Try to improve next time.

Will you be surprised to learn that we should not be greedy
to study Buddhadharma either? I remember very well in the
early 90s, one time the Venerable Master led a delegation to
Taiwan. One evening the delegation members gave talks in
a packed large auditorium in Taipei. There were translations
going on after each talk. But this was Taipei, and everybody
speaks Mandarin. There was no need for English translation at
all. So, people got impatient with the English translation. Then
the Venerable Master spoke out: “We should not be greedy for
things even as wonderful as the Buddhadharma!”

We often have Vietnamese translation in addition to Chinese
and English at CTTB, so we non-Vietnamese speakers should
try to be patient during the Vietnamese translation; otherwise
we fail to follow the Six Principles. We should understand
that there are many very devoted Vietnamese disciples who
understand neither Chinese nor English. Shouldnt we give
them a chance to understand what the talks are about? Lets
not be selfishly concerned only about our own benefit!

The Sixth Patriarch said in the Sixth Patriarch Sutra: “The
Buddhadharma is in the world; one becomes enlightened in
the world. To look for enlightenment outside the world is just
like searching for a horn on a rabbit.” Clearly, only when we
can apply Buddhadharma in our daily life, can we become
enlightened.

Although the road to enlightenment is rather long, every
time we follow the Six Principles, we are one step closer to
enlightenment. Step by step, as long as we keep moving
forward, we'll eventually reach enlightenment. Let’s remind
and encourage each other to follow the Six Principles at all
times in our daily life. May everyone become a Buddha soon!
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