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Ven. Yun Saw Me and Said, “It Is Thus.”

Ven. Xu Yun and Ven. Master Hua’s Conditions as Master and Disciple
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In 1959, Ven. Master Hua edited and printed a special publication: Special Report
Commemorating the Elder Master Xu Yun’s Nirvana. Our journal will excerpt two
articles, “Foreword” and “Remembering My Causes and Conditions with Elder Master
Xu Yun” which recount how the founder of CTTB, Ven. Master Hua, followed the
Elder Master Xu Yun as a disciple. May this inspire people in later generations to
emulate the admirable deeds, persevering spirit, and diligent cultivation of these two
eminent monks.

Remembering My Causes and Conditions with Elder Master Xu Yun
(continued) By To Lun

Upon reaching Nanhua Monastery, I bowed to Venerable Master Yun, feeling
like an infant seeing his mother again, like a wandering son who returns home.
After so many years of yearning admiration, I was finally able to fulfill my wish.
When I first arrived, I was assigned to serve as verger in the Patriarch Hall. When
Dharma Master Zhican came to visit, he and I found that we shared the same
views on cultivation, and he recommended me to the Venerable Master Yun as
a capable person and worthy vessel of Dharma. The Venerable Master Yun then
summoned me to the Abbot's quarters and asked me to be Superintendent of
the Vinaya Academy. I refused. He urged me three times. I said, "Your student
has come ten thousand miles to meet the Good Knowing Advisor and in order
to end birth and death. If the Venerable Master can guarantee that I will be able
to end birth and death, then I wouldn't refuse your orders even if you told me
to jump into a cauldron of boiling water, walk on fire, or give up my body and
bones."
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The Venerable Master Yun replied, "One ends one's own birth and
death, just as one eats one's own food to fill oneself. If T were to say that I
guarantee that you will end birth and death, I'd be cheating you. I don't
do that sort of thing. In cultivation, one should concentrate on inner skill
and outer accomplishment. By cultivating both blessings and wisdom one
will succeed. One should not be an independent Arhat, looking after only
his own good. One should practice the Bodhisattva way for the good of all,
support the monastery, and be of service to everyone. In that way, one may
perfect blessings and wisdom and quite naturally end birth and death." I
again refused. The Venerable Master Yun said, "You came all the way from
northeast China to meet me. If you are not going to obey my instructions,
why did you bother to come at all?" I then accepted the position.

I carefully observed the words and actions of the Venerable Master Yun
and found them to be quite ordinary. What set him apart from ordinary
people was his ability to set an example for others with his own practice
and his willingness to take suffering and hard work upon himself. During
the spring precept-transmission, when the morning boards were struck, I
heard with my own ears the roar of a tiger at first nearby and then off
in the distance. My Dharma friends told me, "That is the tiger who took
refuge with the Venerable Master Yun and became his disciple. It lives in a
cave behind the mountain and always comes out to protect the monastery
during the precept ceremonies. After the transmission of the precepts, the
Venerable Master Yun returned quietly and alone to Yunmen, where he was
supervising the construction of buildings.

That summer, I went to the district of Nancheng in Jiangxi to lecture
on the Amitabha Sutra at the invitation of Elder Layman Huang Juzai.
I returned to Nanhua Monastery in the middle of the eighth month. In
the middle of the ninth month, a group of bandits who were intent on
ransacking the monastery broke down the door and entered the Nanhua
Vinaya Academy. When I went out to meet them, they pointed their guns
at my chest and said, "We're going to shoot you." I said, "Why do you
want to shoot me?" The bandits said, "Because you didn't open the door."
I said, "I didn't open the door because you have come to rob me, not to
give me gifts. If you had been in my place, you wouldn't have dared to open
the door either." The bandits said, "Hand over your money!" I pointed at
my ragged robe and said, "Look! Would someone wearing such tattered
clothes have money?" The bandits asked, "Well, who does?" I said, "I'm the
Dharma Master here, and all the rest are student monks. If I am penniless,
surely they will be poorer yet. This room is where I live. You are welcome to
look around and take whatever you like."

Hearing me conversing with the bandits as if nothing were going
on, Dharma Master Huaiyi came out from the inner rooms to join the
conversation. The bandits promptly let go of me and seized him, giving
him the same treatment they had given me. Master Huaiyi burst into tears
and hung his head, afraid to look up. The thieves then said, "Give us your
money!" Master Huaiyi said, "Go to my room and get it." They entered his
room and took everything in it, leaving it empty.

The following day at class, Master Huaiyi announced to the students,
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"Of the hundred or more monks at Nanhua Monastery, only one man showed no
sign of fear--Dharma Master Do Lun." When it came time for me to teach, I said,
"Master Huaiyi said I was the only one in this monastery who was not afraid. He
was wrong. As far as I know, there were four people: First of all, the Sixth Patriarch,
Great Master Huineng, sat unmoving in bright samadhi, without worrying or paying
any attention, as if nothing were going on. Second, Patriarch Hanshan sat erect,
nourishing his spirit with eyes closed, in a state of internal and external emptiness
in which concepts of self and others were both gone. Third, Patriarch Dantian stuck
out his head to take a look around and see what was going on, yet did not say a single
word. The fourth one was me, the mountain monk To Lun, who not only looked
but also spoke. I conversed with the thieves and got all excited, but I was not afraid
either." After I said this, the class broke into laughter.

The news soon reached the Venerable Master Yun, who hurried back from Yunmen
and called a general meeting. Present at the meeting were Dharma Masters Huaiyi
and To Lun, and the Venerable Master Yun himself chaired the meeting. There were
over thirty students, including Zuyin, Yunmiao, Wuyun, Xuanyang, Hengding,
Tihui, Tiguang, Faliang, Hailong, Fahui, Wanxin, Zhikong, Faming, and Fakai. After
the incident of the bandits, everyone in the monastery was unsettled and wished to
leave. The Venerable Master Yun urged Master Huaiyi to stay on, but he refused. He
tried to detain the students, but they wouldn't listen. Under these circumstances, the
Venerable Master Yun broke down and wept bitterly. He said, "To the end of time,
I will never again run a Buddhist Academy.” Then he got up and returned to the
Abbot's quarters. I was deeply moved and vowed to assume the duties of managing
and continuing to run the Buddhist Academy. Later Master Huaiyi went to Guangxi,
and I became solely responsible for all the classes at the Nanhua Vinaya Academy.

On New Year's Day of the following year (1949), I wrote a letter to the Venerable
Master Yun resigning from my post as Dean of Academic Affairs at the Academy. I
then stayed in the Tripitaka Hall and read the Tripitaka (Buddhist Canon). During
the precept-transmission I was asked to be one of the certifying acharyas. Afterwards,
I went with Venerable Master Yun to Dajue Monastery in Shaoguan. When Venerable
Master Yun then suggested that I continue with him to Yunmen, I agreed to join him
there but insisted on first returning to Nanhua. In the beginning of the fifth month,
I set out for Dajue Monastery (in Yunmen). The mountainous path was winding and
narrow, similar to the roads in Sichuan province. Night fell when I was about twenty
li from Yunmen. Since I was travelling alone, it was difficult to make progress on the
unfamiliar path. Suddenly a lamplight appeared before me, and I followed it. The
light remained at a constant distance of about a hundred paces before me, and when
I finally reached it, it disappeared. Looking around, I discovered that I had arrived
at the very gate of Dajue Monastery. Everyone ended meditation now. I knocked on
the door, entered, and saw the Venerable Yun, who asked, "Why did you arrive so
late?" I told him the reason and described how I had been guided by a lamplight.
The Venerable Yun said, "How remarkable! It is difficult enough to travel on these
mountain roads during the day without a guide. How remarkable that you have
been able to find your way in the pitch black of night! Very strange!" After arranging
a place for me to stay, the Venerable Yun said, "You were the banshou (head of the
assembly) at Nanhua, and you should continue to be the banshou at Yunmen. You
should lead the assembly to cultivate during ceremonies, at mealtime, and sitting in
meditation.”
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Dharma Master An Ci:

From your letter | already know everything.

What the Humane One says is too humble.

In actuality, the Academy relied greatly upon the
Humane One last year, and still must depend heavily
upon the Humane One in the future.

Please do not think to go elsewhere. | hope you will
decide to stay on longterm to protect the Academy. That
is my greatest prayer, which nothing else can match.
Wishing you wisdom and peace,

With palms together,

The ragged robed Xu Yun (stamp)

January 6

If you do not wish to go to Nanhua, please come to
Yunmen. The world is not in a good state now, so it's not
a good time to travel about.

Dajue (Great Enlightenment) Chan Monastery
Yunmen Shan, Ruyuan, Guangdong
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I had not been at Yunmen very long when I became ill because of the
dampness of the weather. It was very hard to bear, and so I requested leave
from the Elder Master to return to Guangzhou to recuperate. The Venerable
Yun refused and said, "Don't go. If you do, it will be difficult to return."
I said, "No. Your disciple has already made up his mind. He is definitely
going." Hearing my words, the Elder Master was grieved to the point of
tears. He took my hand and said, "If you go, we will not be able to meet
again." I said, "I'll return as soon as my illness is healed. Please don't worry
about me!" The Elder Master said, "After you have left, you should make
every effort on behalf of Shakyamuni Buddha and establish monasteries to
carry on the work of the Patriarchs of the past. The future is very bright.
Push on, work hard. Conduct yourself well, and don't disappoint me. Take
care. Goodbye."

$>To be continued
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A letter from the Ven. Xu Yun requesting the Ven. Master Hua to stay on.
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