REFLECTION IN THE WATER-MIRROR:TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Praise:
Great indeed was the Duke of Zhou,

For he shared his goodness with everyone.

He established rites and composed music

With great magnanimity and foresight.

Loyal to society and state,

He protected his country and transformed the citizens.
Being fair and upright,

There was nothing that he would not accommodate.

Commentary:

Great indeed was the Duke of Zhou, for he shared his goodness with every-
one. The Duke of Zhou was a great person. He was able to acquire political
power, yet he did not cling to such power. Instead, he returned the government
to Emperor Cheng. This was not an easy thing to do. Hence, he shared all the
good that came to him, so that everyone could benefit from it. He also rejoiced
in other’s goodness as if it were his own.

He established rites and composed music / With great magnanimity and
foresight. In Chinese history, the Duke of Zhou was a great and eminent
person. He established a system of various rituals and etiquette, and composed
music to nurture people’s character. All the systems he founded were recorded
in the Book of Rites. He was magnanimous and all embracing. There was not
anything that he could not tolerate and accommodate.

Loyal to society and state, he protected his country and transformed the
citizens. He fulfilled his loyalty for society and his country. Not only did he
protect the country, he also taught and transformed the citizens.

Being fair and upright, there was nothing that he would not accommo-
date. He was impartial and upright, never the least bit crooked. There was noth-
ing that he would not accommodate.

Another Verse:

A sage with sea-like wisdom,
He refined people’s manners and brought tranquility to heaven and earth.
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The Duke of Zhou worked tirelessly to maintain peace in society,

And Emperor Cheng toiled to study strategies to govern his country.
Guan Shu rebelled and was punished for his offense;

Wu Geng, who got executed, was a fool.

History will be the judge, and all merits and mistakes will be disclosed,
Good and evil, cause and effect, will be realized under the law of heaven.

Commentary:

A sage with sea-like wisdom: He had great wisdom and the virtue of a sage. He
refined people’s manners and brought tranquility to heaven and earth: He
aided the young emperor, stabilized the country, and governed it in good order.

The Duke of Zhou worked tirelessly to maintain peace in society. With a
very righteous mind, he stabilized the society and state. And Emperor Cheng
toiled to study strategies to govern his country. At that time, Emperor Cheng
of Zhou set aside all other matters and studied diligently to learn strategies and
tactics to govern his country.

Guan Shu rebelled and was punished for his offense. Guan Shu instigated
the rebellion of Wu Geng and was executed for his offense. Wu Geng, who got
executed, was a fool. Wu Geng at the time was actually a scapegoat, who was
being fooled. Originally, he was not capable of rebelling by himself. Why then
did he revolt at the end? He was just a very foolish person! History will be the
judge, and all merits and mistakes will be disclosed: History will be the natu-
ral judge. All achievements and offenses are disclosed very clearly.

Good and evil, cause and effect, will be realized under the law of heaven.
Good and evil, cause and effect will take its natural course with a review of its
own. Hence, we should not use any means, schemes and plots to covet fame,
fortune, power, and social status.
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