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f you say, “I don't count. I am not part of the definition of

living beings,” then let me ask you, what are you? Speak up.
Even if you wanted to, you can't run away. Even if you put on
wings, you can’t fly off. Even if you went to the moon, you
would still be a living being. You can’t be anything else. So be
good and admit that youre part of our group. Don’t run away.
Being good means you shouldn’t lose your temper or act up.
Your mind shouldn’t feel like a pancake that sizzles and sticks
to the pan. That’s very hard to bear.

Ananda says, “Be eyes for us and for those of the future.”
The mission does not end here. “Eyes for the future” continues
on into the future, and by definition that is a time that hasn’t
arrived yet.

When you hear this, don’t you think it's wonderful? Does
it make sense? When you laugh, all the people who don't
understand Chinese are confused and want to know what
you're laughing about, so let’s translate this quickly!

Sutra:

The Buddha told Ananda, “The essential, true, wonderful
brightness and perfect purity of basic enlightenment does
not admit birth and death, nor any mundane defilements,
nor even empty space itself. All these are brought forth
because of false thinking.

Commentary:

The Buddha told Ananda, “The essential, true, wonderful
brightness and perfect purity of basic enlightenment does
not admit birth and death. What is this state like? It is just the
essential, true, wonderfully bright and perfectly pure state of
basic enlightenment. Birth and death cannot exist in that state,
nor any mundane defilements, nor even empty space itself.”
What is being described is the Treasury of the Tathagata. It is
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the basic substance of True Suchness, the Buddha-nature inherent in us
all. It’s not that you have it and I don’t, or that I have it and you don’t. We
are all endowed with the essential, true, wonderful brightness and perfect
purity of basic enlightenment. Within it there is not a single defilement.
Within it there is not a single dharma established. There isn’t anything at
all. If you can return to the origin, then you will be free of ignorance, lust,
greed, delusion and false thinking—you will have none of them. It is an
absolute and total purity. That is the aim of our cultivation: to return to
that place inherent in us all. If this place did not exist, there would be no
reason for anyone to cultivate.

We can all see empty space, but do you know where it comes from?
All these are brought forth because of false thinking. Empty space
comes from our false thoughts. False thinking brings into being the five
skandpas, the five turbidities, and the six knots. It creates all kinds of
troublesome things. This is just a case of looking for something to do
when there isnt anything to do. Why do you do it? Because you have
no work to do, and you want to look for some. That’s okay if you can
reap a reward. Unfortunately, though, the more you work, the more you
lose. If you work for others, the more work you do, the more money you
lose. It’s also like running a business—the longer you run it, the more
money you lose. You keep taking losses until eventually the Treasury of
the Tathagata is pressed flat beneath the mountain of the five skandhas.
Once that happens, the bandits of the six sense faculties and the six sense
objects occupy the mountain of the five skandhas as their hideout. They
go all over it robbing and plundering. See how all the time until today
you have been attracting thieves and sheltering bandits. At the beginning
you were doing business, but then you began to lose capital, and now it’s
cost you your life. The thieves go about looting and stealing, and they
go right ahead and kill people as well. Therefore, your inherent nature
is squashed underneath the mountain of the five skandhas, and the six
sense faculties and six sense objects are bandits that go around looting
everywhere. Do you understand now? If you understand this principle,
then I have not lectured on the sutra in vain. If you don’t understand,
then you will have to study it gradually.

Sutra:

The source of basic enlightenment, which is wonderfully bright, true,
and pure, falsely gives rise to the material world, just as Yajnadatta
became confused about his head when he saw his own reflection.

Commentary:

The source of basic enlightenment, in which not a single dharma
abides—this essential, true, wonderful brightness and perfect purity of basic
enlightenment—which is wonderfully bright, true, and pure, falsely gives
rise to the material world. When that happens, falseness arises based on
truth. In the Treasury of the Tathagata, falseness arises. The “sentient world”
refers to all living beings while the “material world” refers to the mountains,

rivers, buildings, and the earth itself. soTo be continued



