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The City of the Dharma Realm Celebrates Teachers' Day

EFZy #4E By the City of the Dharma Realm

n Sunday, September 27th, Confucius’ birthday, the City of the Dharma

Realm (CDR) held the second annual Teachers' Day celebration intending
to lift the spirits of educators. The day was warm as guests walked on the quiet
and elegant path at the Drum and Bell Tower, passing the courtyard and enering
the VIP room. The corsages and delightful smiles expressed our respect for the
educators. Although CDR is holding a rigorous 108-day ordination training,
the preceptees, even with such a tight schedule, collaborated with great team
spirit contributing their own strengths and talents to make this significant and
meaningful celebration successful.

The guests included Prof. Wang Jintang, Prof. Wen Yong Chang and teachers
from the local Christian Brothers High School in Sacramento. One of the guests,
Dr. Mao Pingji, a retired professor of U.C. Berkeley, has many aspirations for
actively engaging in even more profound and widespread educational work. He
shared his precious experiences and wisdom with us. From his life philosophy, it
was not difficult to see his educator's style and his magnanimous mind. He was
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a very filial son and an affectionate caring brother to his siblings as well as a
highly respected elder in the younger generation of his family. Even though
Prof. Mao was seriously ill, he came with a beaming smile and good spirits.
Being amiable and humble, he spoke eloquently. The presence of Dr. and
Mrs. Mao was the best gift for the Teachers' Day.

Additionally, we were pleasantly surprised by two honored guests who
originally didn't know about the Teachers' Day celebration. The beautiful
celebration banner suspended between two palm trees had attracted them
to walk into CDR. It turned out that they were teachers, too. One of
them is a Swedenborgian and the other one is a university math instructor,
who has experience setting up private high schools. She is currently
pursuing a Doctorate of Education at U.C. Davis. Having heard about the
educational plans in CDR, she enthusiastically offered her help, whereas the
Swedenborgian happily wrote down the two Chinese characters for “cause
and condition” as if she had received the most precious gift — because that
day was her birthday!

All of us gathered together in one place. Though we come from different
backgrounds, we work toward the same goal and walk in the same direction.
In a relaxed, jovial atmosphere, we enjoyed the exquisite vegetarian feast.
Everyone thanked and praised the chefs. This year, we prepared a slide show
to introduce the Ven. Master’s educational ideals and principles, DRBA’s
educational facilities such as the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and CDR,

as well as Confucius. As our guests watched the slide show, we saw their

admiration for the Ven. Master and Confucius.

Finally, CDR presented each guest with the gift of two English books
published by the Buddhist Text Translation Society. With gratitude and
farewells, this year's Teachers' Day celebration ended on a perfect note.

On October 12, 1993, the Ven. Master instructed us, “In the Spring and
Autumn period, Confucius rectified the Chinese culture, which has been

the basis of China for thousands of years. Knowing it was an impossible
mission, he went ahead with it anyway. Now that we find ourselves in a
desperate plight, we should take education as our responsibility. Making it
our mission to “teach and develop outstanding talent,” we should do a great
job in teaching. Educating children is just cultivation to nourish blessings
and wisdom. Therefore, everyone should take care not to misunderstand this

topic.”




