uring the 30th Anniversary event at the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas (CTTB), there was a gathering of the early Western
disciples of Master Hua. It was quite an experience listening to all
of their stories—how they met Master Hua; how they were taught by
him; as well as seeing how they all shared a common bond and spirit.
They went around in a circle sharing their experiences and stories,
and one spoke about the Buddhist Council for Refugee Rescue and
Resettlement at CTTB. Upon hearing that many Vietnamese were
being turned away from countries trying to escape from Vietnam,
Master Hua told his disciples that CTTB would be a refugee
center for these people. There was an intensive program where the
Vietnamese would come and live at CT'TB and be taught English
and occupational skills to help them adjust to life in America. The
disciple remembering the event described that time to be the best
and most meaningful time in his life. It was where he really found
his calling and life’s work. With an ironic smile, the person who was
responsible for the overall management of the program said it was
the worst time in his life. With ideals of wanting to be quiet and
meditate, he all of a sudden had to take care of all of these people!
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By David Yin for the Dharma Realm Buddhist Young Adult Blog at blog.drby.net., in August 29, 2009
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That brought a smile to everyone’s faces. Same event—very
different responses—but everyone was being taught in their
own way while responding to the sufferings in the world.

There was also a sense of how the Dharma is beginning to
take root in the West. All of these people were Westerners,
most were laypeople, and if I were to meet them on the street, I
would not think too much about it. In fact, when one of them
came to register to stay at CI'TB, I quite innocently began to
explain the lifestyle here in the monastery to help orient her
(oftentimes Westerners haven’t stayed in a monastery with 70
monastics with all of its etiquette and customs). I was happily
surprised when she told me that she was here 25 years ago when
CTTB was just starting out and began to explain to me what
life was like during that time. She went on to say how listening
to the Avatamsaka Sutra changed her life from fishing to being
vegetarian and protecting life.

It made me think, You know what? The students of Master
Hua are scattered throughout the West—cultivating on their
own and living by Dharmic principles quietly—but they are
the seeds of the Dharma in the West. Many were monastics,
cultivated vigorously, and had their lives transformed by the
Dharma. And now in society, they play their roles, but that
energy continues on—unseen most of the time, but when they
gather together, the spark of the Dharma is there.

I see that for Buddhism to truly come to the West, it will be
along process. The Dharma does not live just in the monastery
where it is practiced, but in society where Buddhists quietly
live lives in accordance with the Dharma.
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