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I am delighted that all of us have gathered here to participate in the annual

celebration of Ullambana, which is also known as the day of the Buddha's
Delight. The Buddha Speaks of Ullambana Sutra says: “On the fifteenth day of the
seventh month, the day of the Buddha's delight, the day of the Sangha's Pravarana,
all good men and good women should place hundreds of flavors of foods in the
Ullambana basins, and offer them to the Pravarana Sangha of the ten directions.
They should vow to cause their present fathers and mothers to live to be a hundred
years old and to be free from illnesses, sufferings, afflictions, or worries, and also
vow to cause seven generations of fathers and mothers to leave the sufferings of
the hungry ghosts, to be born among humans and gods, and to have blessings and
bliss without limit." As this day approaches, we especially miss our family. Based
on Ven. Maudgalyayana’s filial respect, I will briefly talk about the sutra of filiality
— Earth Store Sutra — and give a few examples of filial respect.

Every seventh lunar month, monasteries hold recitations of the Earth Store
Sutra. Some monasteries recite it for seven days, and some people recite it as their
daily practice. Some recite it on their mother’s birthday, “the day of the mother's
suffering” in order to dedicate the merit and virtue of the recitation to repay the
kindness of our parents. When family members or friends pass away, people also
recite Earth Store Sutra and dedicate the merit to the deceased because Earth Store
Sutra is a sutra of filial respect.

This sutra contains ineffable and limitless merit and virtue. It not only lets us
understands the principles of cause and effect but also helps us quell unexpected
disasters. Subsequently, we will be able to sleep peacefully at night. As our
wholesome merit increases day by day, our relatives and friends from past lives will
be able to leave suffering and be reborn in good destinies. Hence, most people recite
the Ullambana Sutra and the Earth Store Sutra to repay their parents’ kindness and
amass supreme blessings in the seventh lunar month.

Buddhism at the end of the Ming Dynasty had two main features: faith in the
laws of cause and effect, and Pure Land Practice. Its principle comes from 7he
Buddha Speaks Amitabha Sutra: "One cannot lack good roots, blessing, virtues,
and causes and conditions to be reborn in that country.” Additionally, the “three
blessings of Pure Land” were mentioned in the Suzra on Visualization of the Buddha
of Infinite Life. Those who are seeking to be born in the Pure Land should cultivate
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the three blessings. The first is worldly blessings, of which “being filial to and
caring for parents” is foremost.

The Sutra on Visualization of the Buddha of Infinite Life says, “Whoever
wishes to be born in that land should practice threefold blessings: first,
being filial and caring for one's parents, attending to one's teachers and
elders, compassionately refraining from killing, and doing the ten good
deeds; second, taking the Three Refuges, adhering to the various precepts
and refraining from breaking the rules of conduct; and third, bringing forth
the resolve for enlightenment, believing deeply in the law of cause and
effect, reciting the Mahayana sutras and encouraging people to follow their
teachings. These three are called pure karma, which is practiced by all the
Buddhas of the past, present and future as the right cause for being born in
Buddhas’ Lands."

At the end of the Ming Dynasty, "filial respect, compassion, and reciting
the Buddha’s name," "refraining from killing” and “Pure Land Practice”
were the prevalent methods of practice, which take Pure Land sutras as their
basis. Ven. Yun-Qi Zhu-Hong, one of the most influential monks among
the Four Great Masters of the Ming Dynasty, said, “Those who are learning
the Buddhadharma should learn about the Great Transcendental Filiality.
When parents are still alive, encourage them to recite the Buddha’s name. If
parents have passed away, recite the Buddha’s name on their behalf for three
years. If one is not able to do so, one year or 49 days will also suffice. Filial
sons and daughters who wish to repay their parents’ kindness must know
this method.”

This master, Ven. Yun-Qi Zhu-Hong of Hangzhou, also known as the
Great Master Lian Chi (Lotus Pond), was the eighth patriarch of the Pure
Land School. He wrote the preface for the Earth Store Sutra to exhort and
praise people who circulate this sutra. He actively advocated reciting the
Buddha’s name while practicing filiality. Filial respect was also considered a
Buddhist practice at the end of the Ming Dynasty.

The ninth patriarch, Ling-Fong Xu-gong of Beitian Mu of the Pure Land
School, Ven. Ou Yi extolled Earth Store Bodhisattva all his life and lived
at Jivhua (Nine Flowers) Mountain for a long time and called himself,
“the solitary disciple of Earth Store” All his life, he bowed the “Earth Store
Repentance” diligently and always recited the “True Words of Earth Store”
to eradicate his karma in order to be born in the Land of Ultimate Bliss.
Great Master Yin Guang advocated and proclaimed the Earth Store Sutra
even more. As a result, Pure Land practicioners recited this sutra with great
sincerity and practiced according to the Buddha’s teaching.

Great Master Hong Yi of contemporary times encouraged Pure Land
practicioners to recite the Earth Store Sutra as well. In order to repay
his parents’ deep kindness, Ven. Xu Yun made a pilgrimage to the Wutai
Mountain. On the way, he became seriously ill twice. Manjushri Bodhisattva
manifested to save him and carried his luggage for him. Our teacher, Ven.
Hsuan Hua, also practiced filial respect to his mother by staying in a hut
by her grave for three years. Furthermore, the Bodhisattva Precepts of the
Brahma Net Sutra says, “When the Buddha accomplished the Unsurpassed
Enlightenment, he established the Pratimoksha for Bodhisattvas. The
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Buddha taught filial respect toward one’s parents, teachers,
the Sangha and the Triple Jewel. Filial respect is a Dharma
of the ultimate path. Filial respect is known as the Precepts;
it also means restraint and cessation.” When Shakyamuni
Buddha’s father, Pure Rice King, passed away, the Buddha
lifted and carried his father’s coffin in order to repay his
parents’ kindness.

Hence, even our Fundamental Teacher Shakyamuni
Buddha, Earth Store Bodhisattva, the great virtuous ones
and patriarchs of the past, advocated and elucidated the
basic ethics of filial piety. This illustrates that Buddhism not
only guides us to be good and walk on a bright path but
also is a form of expanded filiality that is at the same time
transcendental and mundane.

By relying on the Triple Jewel, sages and worthy ones of the
ten directions to gather us in and be mindful of us, we vow
to always bring forth the compassion to save those with or
without affinities so that they will leave suffering and attain
bliss. Because of our filiality, wholesomeness, kindness and
compassion, we can cause our parents, teachers and relatives
who are not yet reborn in the Pure Land to definitely be
reborn there. Those who are already reborn there will surely
see the Buddha. If they have seen the Buddha, we wish their
level of cultivation will advance. I'd like to conclude my talk

with: “If we don’t liberate ourselves in this life,

| in which life are we going to do s0?”



